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Shalom Limmud Community, 

We are thrilled to welcome you to LimmudFest at Ramah Darom 2022! We are delighted you are here to learn, 
lounge and laugh together. 

We just began the month of Elul, the last month in the Jewish calendar, a time that offers an opportunity to reflect 
on the past year and prepare for a new one. There is no better way to do this work than engaging in learning,  
community and mutual responsibility, diversity, empowerment, participation, fostering connections and  
expanding Jewish horizons—Limmud’s core values, and the fabric of this gathering. 

We are so thankful to Heather Blake, Howie Slomka, Adina Rudisch and the entire “Fest” planning team for  
putting in many hours of hard work to make this event come to fruition. Ramah Darom is grateful for the  
partnership between our two communities and looks forward to many more years of collaboration. 

Wishing you a wonderful LimmudFest, and we’ll see you on the rocking chairs!  

B’Shalom,
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Welcome! 

Among our favorite aspects of LimmudFest is the ability to meet and connect with people of different ages and 
backgrounds who share a common bond or interest. This year’s co-chairs met because we noticed that we kept 
attending the same types of Limmud sessions (in our case it was the sessions that were focused on text study!).  
We got to know each other through this shared interest.  

At LimmudFest, we identify sessions by tracks. You can select to go to sessions only in one track or choose to 
attend many different types of sessions. Or perhaps you favor the “lounging” aspect over the “learning” and angle 
your chair out toward the lake. All of this is welcome at LimmudFest. You can go to as much or as little as you want. 
Learning, Lounging and Laughing are electives, and not core curriculum classes. 

The essence of LimmudFest is our community and growing it through new connections. This is what life really is all 
about! Our Jewish tradition teaches us the value of hachnasat orchim  (welcoming the stranger). This is referenced 
multiple times in the Torah and proudly put to practice here at “Fest.” We encourage you to get to know new  
people and find those with your shared interests. If you are a returning participant, please make sure to welcome 
our first-time attendees into our community. 

The tag line for this year is “Learning, Lounging & Laughing Together.” This is our hope for you at LimmudFest.  
Here, everyone can be (and should be) a teacher and a learner. We are grateful to everyone who teaches. As for 
laughter, Jews and comedy go together. To get us through all the hard times in our history, we laugh. This year we 
are lucky to welcome Jewish comedians Marcus Lustig from Chicago Second City and Jacob Kaplan from Saturday 
Night Live. How amazing is that?! It is our hope that your time here will fill your heart and soul with joy and learning.  

We are the only LimmudFest at a camp setting like this, so lounge and enjoy the view by the lake. Go check out the 
waterfall (we can help you find it). Relax on the front porch. This is a time to get away and enjoy yourself. 

If you notice that someone is going to a lot of the same sessions as you, reach out and talk to that person.  
Who knows, you might end up being the next Limmud co-chairs together!  

We hope you have a meaningful LimmudFest. Please come again next year and bring friends. 

B’Shalom, 
 

Howie Slomka
LimmudFest 2022 Co-Chair

Heather Blake
LimmudFest 2022 Co-Chair
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Dear Friends,

Atlanta’s LimmudFest is always a highlight of our year. This year, in particular, we are
especially excited to celebrate the hard work and dedication that has gone into making the
program a resounding success, despite all of the challenges that the pandemic has wrought
on our communities since 2020. To all of the leaders and volunteers who have given of their
time and passion to make this program possible we say, "Yasher koach!”

Our sages taught that when two Jews learn together the Divine Presence dwells among them.
How much more so does LimmudFest bring holiness into our world!

Limmud is dedicated to a simple premise: that by bringing Jews from diverse backgrounds
together to learn from and with each other, we can break down barriers and build a more
animated, more vibrant Jewish future. By attending LimmudFest, you are joining with tens of
thousands of individuals from New Orleans to Seattle to Ottawa and beyond who participate
each year in our programs across North America. We invite you to learn more about upcoming
national and local programs across the continent, in-person and virtual, as well as the Global
Day of Jewish Learning, by visiting our website.

Thank you for helping us to animate Jewish community across North America.

David Singer Ben Greenberg Executive
Director Director of Communities

• info@limmudna.org • 4849 Greenville Ave, #100-109  •  Dallas, TX 75206  • www.limmudna.org •
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Director
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MissionLimmud Atlanta & Southeast 
Mission & Values 

OUR MISSION
To celebrate Jewish life and learning in all of its diversity by bringing together Jews of all backgrounds and all ages for a multi-day 
retreat experience. We are driven by the belief that diversity of perspectives, dedication to learning in its broadest sense and a 
strong sense of volunteerism are keys to mobilizing and inspiring Jewish individuals and community.

OBJECTIVES
Learning: To nurture and support people in their Jewish discoveries, providing them with informal mentoring and  
educational experiences.

Diversity: To provide a wide variety of Jews with numerous points of connection to Jewish life, including intellectual,  
spiritual, emotional, familial and communal.

Volunteerism: To foster a strong volunteer corps who, through planning and participating in our events, experience  
the power of volunteerism by building Jewish identity and community.

CORE VALUES
Fostering Learning: We foster the creation of a learning environment in which people are able to reflect and grow.  
A place where everyone can be a teacher and everyone can be a student.

Community and Mutual Responsibility: LimmudFest is a learning community in which we can achieve more together than  
we can individually.

Diversity: We believe in the richness of our diverse community and strive to create inclusive and cross-generational experiences.

Empowerment: We inspire people to be ambitious about their contributions; we challenge people to push themselves  
toward their potential; we empower people to make informed choices.

Participation: We are all responsible for each other and for the community we create – everyone has an important  
contribution to make and volunteerism is an essential feature of everything we do.

Fostering Connections: We recognize the importance of providing a space where emotional and intellectual  
connections can be made.

Expanding Jewish Horizons: LimmudFest strives to create collective and individual experiences through which we strengthen 
and develop our Jewish identities.
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Limmud Atlanta & Southeast prides itself on welcoming all Jews and offers programming that appeals to a diverse 
group of people. Our commitment to pluralism also underscores Limmud’s focus on including all kinds of Judaism. 
To accommodate and include a variety of Jewish observance, we offer a shomer Shabbat experience in all public 
spaces, while allowing electricity and/or music in selected areas or pre-designated programs. Our food is kosher  
certified, overseen by a mashgiach (ritual supervisor) from the Atlanta Kashrut Commission (AKC). The mashgiach 
also inspects our eruv (ritual enclosure) to allow for carrying on Shabbat. 

Optional prayer services are designed to accommodate everyone, from those who seek a traditional minyan  
(service) with a mechitza (partition) to those who prefer a musical option or others who may enjoy a spiritual walk in 
the woods. We also offer both gender-specific and all group swimming times. However you practice your Judaism, 
you have a place at LimmudFest and a community to welcome and share with you. 

During COVID, we have experienced the pain of isolation and the ache of missing our community. This experience 
prompted us to connect with the Jewish Abilities Alliance (JAA). With the JAA’s help, we identified and developed 
several strategies to better our inclusion efforts. We diversified our planning committees, invited our first deaf  
presenter and applied for and received a grant to have two American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters at  
LimmudFest 2021. Last year, we included a Diversity Panel and were happy to partner with the Atlanta Jews of  
Color Council. 

This year, we are building on our foundation and have again secured a grant from JAA for two sign interpreters.  
We are excited to learn with Sofia Seitchik, Program Director of the Jewish Deaf Congress, and Charlie Kramer,  
our Gala headliner. Charlie, who is legally blind, will offer the session “Singing in the Dark,” where he will guide  
us “to experience the present moment without our sight.” Additionally, Charlie will be presenting the session  
“Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI) Policies and Practices for the Thriving Synagogue,” at the conclusion of which  
he will be joined by Sofia for a Q&A. We will also delve into discussions of racial and ethnic identity and how those 
affect our views of citizenship both in Israel and here in America. 

Proper use of gender identity terms, including pronouns, is a crucial way to signal courtesy and acceptance of one  
another. It is akin to pronouncing someone’s name correctly. In an effort to respect the way people identify them-
selves, we have invited all of our attendees to share their preferred pronouns and are printing them on their 
nametags. In addition, gender-neutral bathrooms are accessible on the lower level of the Levine Center. 

Finally, we want to recognize and thank our partners at Ramah Darom for supporting our efforts, co-sponsoring the 
ASL interpreters and assisting us with golf cart use and other accommodations to aid those with limited mobility.  
We see these steps not as an end, but as a beginning as we grow and learn together. We encourage you to reach 
out to us and help make LimmudFest like Abraham’s tent–open on all four sides. Please share your ideas for making 
LimmudFest more inclusive and accessible to all Jews by emailing info@limmudse.org. 

InclusivityDiversity, Equity & Inclusion 
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ChavayatThe Naomi Rabkin Experience 
Shoshana Gugenheim Kedem is LimmudFest’s 2022  

Chavayat Naomi Rabkin presenter 

The Schoenbaum Shinshinim are a cohort of recent Israeli high school graduates taking a gap year in Atlanta before their military 
service. Each year Shinshinim work to enhance Israel education in a number of Jewish organizations from Jewish day schools to 
synagogues to after-school programs to summer camps and more! If you want to learn more about the Shinshinim program or  
are interested in hosting a Shinshin in your home, visit www.jewishatlanta.org/shinshinim.  

This year at LimmudFest we are lucky to have the Shinshinim acting as counselors for our Youth Program, and they will also  
participate in many other ways throughout the weekend. LimmudFest is the 2022-2023 cohort’s first “official” event in Atlanta,  
so please introduce yourself and help them feel welcome in our community.   

Bruchim Ha’baim (welcome) to:  

Naomi Rabkin, Z”L, exemplified the heart, ruach (spirit) and soul of Limmud Atlanta & Southeast in all her supportive roles as a  
participant, volunteer and our first Executive Director. Naomi inspired us to think boldly and helped us attract people doing the 
most cutting edge and interesting things in the Jewish world. She had a pulse on the rising community leaders, and she was able 
to entice them to come to Limmud Atlanta & Southeast. Food sustainability and food justice were among Naomi’s true passions 
and that is how many of us met her. In 2007, before it was trendy, Naomi put Shearith Israel on the map as the first congregation 
in the Southeast to have a CSA (Community Supported Agriculture). She was the driving force behind Atlanta’s first public space 
sukkah at the Oakhurst Community Garden, and when she and her family moved to San Diego, Naomi again left her mark by  
developing a 67-acre farm for Leichtag Foundation, now a thriving vineyard, food forest and Jewish event space. 

Inspired by Naomi’s values, interests and innovative ideas, Limmud Atlanta & Southeast has created an annual LimmudFest  
presenter spot to carry on her legacy. Each year a presenter will be chosen by the LimmudFest programming committee  
based on Naomi’s passions in food justice, local farm to table eating, sustainability, community building, music, reimagining ritual,  
Israel, feminism, women in leadership and immersive Jewish education. Realizing people are multi-dimensional with talents and  
knowledge, preference will be given to presenters who reflect more than one characteristic listed. 

We are thrilled to invite Shoshana Gugenheim Kedem as our 2022 Chavayat Naomi Rabkin presenter! Shoshana is an artist,  
educator, organizer, museum founder and female scribe of holy Jewish texts. In her roles here at LimmudFest 2022 she will  
engage us in sessions dedicated to exploring and challenging the sources of the parchments for our holy scriptures and in women  
in art. Her self-guided meditative walk to the waterfall will be available to all during Shabbat and is sure to add to your escape from 
the business of everyday life. She will also lead a small session for those who seek to experience the art of scribal calligraphy from  
a soferet (scribe). 

As we complete this shmita (sabbatical) year, we invite you to join a session and spend some time with Shoshana at LimmudFest.  
In so doing, you will both experience and be a part of the continuation of our beloved Naomi’s spirit. 

Rotem Avnon from Nechusha 
Shir Birenboin from Kibbutz Mishmar Ha’Emek
Ariel Koren from Elkana 
Omer Marder from Mazkeret-Batya 

Naama Raz from Kmehim 
Lior Shachar from Modi’in
Liav Yohay Ben Lulu from Nir Israel
Lia Zakai from Kibbutz Dalia

The Schoenbaum Shinshinim
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VolunteerPutting the “Volunteer”  
in Volunticipation

LimmudFest is incredibly special and our driving force is ”volunticipation.” This festival cannot come together without the  
hard work of our volunteers. Every conference has REGISTRANTS. Only Limmud has VOLUNTICIPANTS and we need YOU!  
JOIN OUR TEAM in leading Limmud.

Have you heard about LimmudFest?
Marketing: If you are here, it is because our Marketing Chairs, Leslie Anderson and Nina Rubin, assisted by Heather Blake,  
Simone Graff, Renee Rosenheck and Chidera Anugwom got the word out. If you like putting your artistic skills to use creating  
Instagram posts, writing catchy emails, blasting social media, calling Jewish organizations around the Southeast or networking in 
the community, this is the committee for you. 

You have got to see this!
Programming: This is the heart of Limmud. Our Programming Chair, Shai Robkin, and his dynamic committee including Anne Still, 
Julian Yudelson, Abigail Graff, Sam von Ende, Paul Flexner, Ed Queen and Dawn Schakett, located and arranged the stellar lineup 
of presenters at this year’s Fest. If you love working with a creative team, see the big picture and are detail-oriented, you should 
join Carolyn Lippman, our dauntless Program Book Chair, who is responsible for crossing our t’s and dotting all our i’s. 

Let’s Party!
Gala: This celebration and fundraiser (which helps us bring more people to LimmudFest) shines a light on amazing national  
performers like Charlie Kramer, and local favorites, the Mamalehs and Ariel Wolpe. It is co-chaired this year by Drew Cohen and 
Melissa Baden. Join this committee if you want to help select and work with amazing performers who entertain and teach us 
throughout the weekend. 

Shabbat Shalom!
Shabbat: If programming is the heart, then the Shabbat Committee is the soul. This year’s committee is led by the unflappable  
Itana Pinansky and Jedidiah Anderson. If Shabbat is your favorite day of the week, you love ritual and are passionate about  
creating a meaningful Shabbat experience for every attendee at Limmud, then this is your home. Committee members source 
volunteers to lead services, create new prayer experiences and help everyone connect to the beauty of Shabbat in the mountains. 

Where can I find . . .?
Logistics: Dov Bar-Ilan and this committee keep everything running smoothly. Enjoy working behind the scenes? Like flow charts? 
Do spreadsheets, forms and lists make your heart beat faster?  If the tables are set, the volunteers are coordinated, the rides are 
arranged and the presenters have their supplies, you have the Logistics Committee to thank. 

Who’s that smiling ALL THE TIME?
LimmudFest Co-Chairs, Heather Blake and Howie Slomka can’t keep the smiles off their faces. Why? Because Limmud brings 
them joy. If Limmud is your happy place and you are ready to step up and truly take the wheel, there’s no better spot than in the 
driver’s seat. The LimmudFest Chair coordinates all the committees and serves as liaison among the chairs, Limmud Board and 
Ramah Darom staff. 

How do I get involved?
Find someone with a lanyard that says “ASK ME”. Come to our LimmudFest Weekend Volunticipation Appreciation on  
Friday night from 9:00-9:30pm in the Levine Center Ohel (Tent) beside the Chadar Ochel (Dining Hall), or on Sunday night at  
the Past, Present & FUTURE Volunteer Appreciation gathering from 6:45-7:15pm at same location. Let us know you’re  
interested on our website www.limmudse.org; or contact Program Manager Adina Rudisch by email at info@limmudse.org or  
by phone at 404.507.6322. We will have sign-up sheets at all events throughout the weekend.
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Chidera Anugwom (she/her/hers) is a 
public health professional and Texas native 
living in Atlanta with her dog and husband. 
She is new to Atlanta and excited to meet 
people at Limmud.  When she is not  
reading, she is attempting to create  
watercolor paintings. She served on the  

Marketing Committee.

Anne Still (she/her/hers) is an Atlanta native 
and newcomer to LimmudFest. When 
not assisting the Limmud Programming 
Committee through the YAD program, 
she works in non-profit fundraising as an 
event planner. Outside of work you can 
find her strumming on any nearby stringed 

instrument (she’s most recently taken up the lyre), writing or 
hanging with her cat, Freya. 

Simone Graff (they/them/theirs) is an  
attorney based in Toco Hills, GA, where 
they live with their wife and fellow YAD 
Abigail, and their cat and two dogs.  
They served on the Marketing Committee.

Abby Graff (she/her/hers) is a teacher from 
Toco Hills, GA. She served on the Program-
ming and Marketing Committees. She is an 
avid hiker who loves to adventure in nature 
with her dogs and spouse, Simone, who is 
also in the YAD program. 

Clara Sophia (she/her/hers) is a  
community-builder driven by justice and 
creativity. A Virginia native, she studied 
global development and gender studies 
at UVA and most recently served as a food 
justice fellow with Repair the World Atlanta. 
These days, you can find Clara coordinating 

food distributions with GoodrCo, running her own gluten free,  
vegan home bakery and searching for Atlanta’s best iced 
vanilla oat milk latte (it’s at Con Leche). She helped with the 
Logistics Committee. 

LeadershipYAD Program
Limmud Atlanta & Southeast’s Young Adult Development Program

 
The YAD Program is an opportunity granted to a select group of Jewish young adults ages 22-30. It is inspired by the YAD  
program at Limmud UK. The purpose of this program is to support a committed and prepared generation of emerging young 
adult leaders who will strengthen the Atlanta Jewish community, not just through training and participation with Limmud,  
but also by developing an understanding of Jewish organizations and personal leadership potential. Upon completion of the  
YAD program, these emerging leaders are well situated to support the creation of meaningful and enriching programs, as well as 
to develop deeper connections with local leaders and organizations.

This year’s YAD Program Coordinator is Rose Capin. Our previous YAD Cohorts have yielded individuals who are poised to  
become the next generation of Jewish community leaders, and we look forward to great things from this year’s participants as well. 
Get to know our YADs by reading about them below and by meeting them at LimmudFest.

We are looking for names of young Jews throughout the Southeast to make up the Limmud 2023 YAD Cohort.
Know anyone? Please contact info@limmudse.org.

Rose Capin (she/her/hers) is this year’s YAD 
chair. She is an advocate and connector 
guided by justice, curiosity and joy. When 
she’s not reflecting on the meaning of life, 
you can find Rose building community 
around her dinner table with Moishe House 
Nashville or spearheading Repair the 

World’s alumni initiatives.
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InformationLimmudFest A-Z 
General Information

Accessibility: All our recreational buildings are wheelchair/handicap accessible. On Shabbat, the elevator in the Levine Center 
will operate in ‘Shabbat mode’ and will run automatically. A shuttle will run daily throughout campus to serve those who need  
assistance between 7:45am and 11:00pm. Children may not be on a shuttle without a guardian or adult supervision. Shuttle stops 
with seating are located at several clearly-marked locations. For safety concerns, there is a low speed limit on campus. Guests are 
constantly embarking and disembarking from the shuttles, so the wait time for a shuttle can be up to 30 minutes. Please note: we 
do not have golf carts available for individual and family rental. 

Ask Me: Look for the people wearing orange “ASK ME” lanyards if you have a question about anything during your stay. “ASK ME” 
lanyards are worn by Limmud Board members, volunteers and frequent attendees.  

Cell Phones & Landlines: Cell phone signals on campus can be spotty, so we suggest enabling WiFi calling if your phone has 
this feature. If you find a good spot, stay put! All hotel rooms and cabin buildings also have a landline phone, and you can make 
free calls to anywhere in the US and most of Canada from these phones. To call another location on campus, dial the four-digit 
extension for the room or location you are trying to reach; each location has the extension number posted next to the phone. If 
someone off-campus wants to reach your room or cabin, they can call 706.782.9300 and enter your room’s four-digit extension 
when prompted.

Checkout: Checkout for all guests is no later than 1:30pm on Monday, September 5. Please make sure you are not leaving any 
belongings behind.  

Clothing: Our atmosphere is casual, but for Shabbat you may prefer bringing dressier attire. No matter the day of the week,  
comfortable walking shoes are a must! The weather can be unpredictable in the mountains and temperatures can drop quickly  
in the evenings and early mornings. It is helpful to have layers of clothing and a raincoat with you.  

COVID-19 Prevention: To ensure all attendees’ health and safety, we developed a series of protocols and procedures under the 
Ramah Darom Medical Committee’s guidance aligned with CDC and the Georgia Department of Public Health guidelines. Please 
review our COVID-19 Prevention Protocols at ramahdarom.org/covid-19-prevention-protocols/.

Drinking Water: All water on our property is underground mountain spring water—great for drinking! 

Driving & Parking: The speed limit on campus is 5mph. We ask all guests not to use their cars to travel around campus after 
check-in. Guests may park only in approved parking locations (this is extremely important to ensure our maintenance and facilities 
team can access all areas of our campus).  

Emergencies: In the event of an emergency, call 911 from your mobile device or any landline on campus. Be prepared to state 
the nature of the problem and your location (70 Darom Lane, Clayton, Georgia 30525). Also, please notify a staff member of the 
situation by calling 706.782.9300. If you do not have a mobile device on hand , there are landlines in the Welcome Center Office, 
at the pool, in the kitchen and in all living spaces. Note that a medical professional will be onsite during the Retreat for emergency 
needs and the hospital in Clayton is about 20 minutes away.   

Gym: For safety reasons, only guests 16 and older are welcome to use our gym. It is located on the ground floor of the Levine 
Center. The gym is equipped with bikes, treadmills, elliptical, bench press benches, CrossFit equipment, a multi-purpose weight 
machine, medicine balls, gym bands and yoga mats. Please keep all gym equipment in the gym. 

Help Desk: The Help Desk is located on the ground floor of the Levine Center in the outdoor portico area below the Chadar 
Ochel (Dining Hall). This is where you can report maintenance issues, check in/out activity supplies, see updates to the schedule, 
get directions, sign-up for volunteer slots and access a first aid kit. Activity supplies include sports equipment, board games, poker 
and Mah Jongg sets, tennis rackets and more. Checked-out items must be returned to the Concierge Desk in their original  
condition or charges for replacements will be assessed. The Desk is open daily from 7:45am-11:00pm with adjusted hours on  
arrival and departure days. Note that during mealtimes the Help Desk will relocate to a clearly marked table in the main dining area. 
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Lodging: You will be given your lodging assignment at registration. Bed assignments in the community cabins are on a first 
come, first served basis. Please respect the space of those staying in the cabins. Do not go into the sleeping area of a cabin other 
than your own. 

Lost & Found: The Lost & Found is located near the Help Desk. Be sure to leave found items or check for lost items at  
this location. 

Maintenance Requests: You can submit any maintenance requests or needs at RamahDarom.org/Maintenance or visit the  
Concierge Desk. Facility staff are always on call. We ask that you avoid submitting requests before 7:30am or after 9:00pm,  
unless it is an emergency. 

Meals, Snacks & Beverages: Ramah Darom is a kosher facility under the supervision of the Atlanta Kosher Commission (AKC).  
All meals, snacks and beverages are provided and served in the Chadar Ochel (Dining Hall) unless noted differently in the schedule. 
If you wish to dine outside, you can ask a Food & Beverage staff member for paper goods. Please help us maintain our kashrut 
standards by not bringing your own food into the Chadar Ochel.  

Medical Care: For minor medical issues, first aid kits are available at the Help Desk, the Main Dining Hall, the Beit Am (Covered 
Basketball Court), Boathouse and Pool. We have a medical professional on site who is on-call over the course of the weekend.  
If you need medical attention, please go to the Help Desk or see a Ramah Darom staff member. 

Missing Persons: Parents missing children and children missing parents should notify the Help Desk immediately. They will be 
able to contact a member of the Leadership Team with a walkie-talkie and help locate your family member.

Prayer: All participants are invited to join in daily prayer services. Times and specifics for services can be found in the Daily 
Schedule section of this guide. Please bring your own tallit, tefillin and kippot to wear if it is your custom. These prayer services are 
determined, led and facilitated by volunticipants. We are delighted to include a variety of service options over Shabbat. Please 
note that participation is an individual decision, therefore we cannot guarantee a specific type or size of minyan in each service.  

Quiet Hours: Official quiet hours are from 8:00pm-7:00am for the cabins. Note that there will be noise in the main areas where 
sessions, movies and musical events are happening. Please be respectful to others around you, especially during nighttime hours.  

Reception Desk: Our Reception Desk will be staffed 8:00am-10:00pm in the Welcome Center lobby. The reception desk phone 
number is 706.782.9300 or 9300 from a campus landline. At the Reception Desk you will be able to check for phone messages.

Recycling: Various areas around campus will have clearly marked recycling bins. Please place recyclable items in the appropriate 
bins  (i.e: paper, plastic, etc.).

Room Keys: Hotel room keys are available upon request with a refundable deposit of $50. Keys must be returned to the  
Reception Desk at the Welcome Center prior to checkout, or your deposit will not be returned. 

Running/Walking Off Property: If you intend to run or walk on the road outside of our property, please be aware that there are 
dogs in the area that might not be as friendly as we are at Ramah Darom!  

Shmira (Night Listening): Shmira takes place during adult evening activities. Counselors will be assigned to central spaces in  
the hotel, cabin and quiet tent areas to listen for children who wake up or need something. Counselors are there to respond to  
needs that arise but are not available to supervise bedtime. One counselor will always be available to get a parent if necessary,  
and every location will have a walkie-talkie to stay in communication. However, please note that each family will not have its own  
individual babysitter. 

Smoking: Smoking is not allowed inside any building. There is a designated smoking area on the back porch outside of the 
Mountainside Dining Hall. Fees are assessed for rooms or areas showing evidence of smoking or smoke damage.

Swimming & Boating: Our campus has a swimming pool and a lake. Swimming and boating are open to all during designated 
hours while lifeguards are on duty. Please see the Daily Schedule in this Program Guide and the Youth Program Booklet for details 
on gender-specific, all group and kids’ swimming times. Children under the age of 13 MUST be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian at both the pool and lake (unless attending swim during Camp Ramah @ LimmudFest hours.)  

Supervision: When your children are with their counselors during Camp and Gan times, they will be fully supervised by the  
counselors and given a full Camp program. At other times, such as family time and meals, parents are responsible for the  
supervision of their children.  
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Toys & Sporting Equipment: Please feel free to bring any labeled toys, games and equipment you would like to enjoy during 
your time at Ramah Darom (fishing gear, pool toys, musical instruments, balls, frisbees, yoga mat, etc.). Board games are great in 
case of rain. You can also check out games at the Help Desk. Please note that we do not allow water guns or other toy weapons on 
our property.   

Trash: Guests can place waste in outdoor trash receptacles near their accommodations. Trash is collected daily from these  
outdoor bins. Please ensure lids are secured on outdoor containers after throwing out your trash.  

Valuables: Ramah Darom is not responsible for missing or lost items. If you are uncomfortable leaving valuables in your room, you 
may either leave them locked in your car (at your own risk) or request a room key.  

Volunteering: Daily Volunteer sign-up sheets are available at check-in and at the Help Desk. It isn’t too late to help out this  
weekend or too soon to help plan for the next LimmudFest!  

Wildlife: Ramah Darom is fortunate to be surrounded by the Chattahoochee National Forest and we share our beautiful property 
with a variety of local wildlife. Please keep your eyes open, particularly when walking at night, and let a member of our staff know if 
you spot any wildlife that could pose a threat to our guests.  

Wireless Access: Wireless internet service is available throughout the facility via “Ramah Darom WiFi” (no password). If you  
have any issues connecting to the internet, try turning your device’s WiFi off and back on, then try reconnecting. If you still have 
connectivity issues, contact the Bridge Communications Help Desk: 866-632-2717, hit 1 (for after-hours emergency support, hit 5), 
email support@bridge-comm.net, or inform a member of the Ramah Darom staff. 

Youth Programming: Supervised youth programming and activities are offered daily. Please refer to the Youth Program Booklet 
for schedule specifics. 

We are excited to share an engaging and innovative Shabbat program with you that provides a plurality of experiences across 
the diverse Jewish spectrum. Limmud Atlanta & Southeast brings together Jews from many backgrounds who come with a wide 
range of observance, Jewish knowledge and comfort with Jewish tradition. This Shabbat, we hope to engage each of you in a 
meaningful experience. 

Shabbat candle lighting in Clayton, GA is 7:41pm this week. Please do not light candles in your room! There will be  
Shabbat candles for individuals to light in the Dining Hall, beginning at 6:00pm and continuing until Shabbat Dinner begins.  
Yahrzeit (memorial) candles are available upon request. 

We ask that you arrive in time to begin the weekend at Kabbalat Shabbat with our community. In addition, arrival before 
Shabbat allows you to drive your car through campus to transport your luggage to your accommodations and park. If you must 
arrive after Shabbat begins, please park your car in the parking lot by the Welcome Center. We have volunteers who will drive a 
golf cart for Limmudniks who are unable to walk long distances. As an extra incentive, those arriving early will have the opportunity 
to braid and decorate challah in time for Shabbat and to attend our first sessions which begin at 4:40pm on Friday.  

In all public spaces that cater to the entire LimmudFest group, we adhere to traditional Shabbat observance. The Limmud 
core value is that we all keep Shabbat in public areas and maintain an eruv, a boundary creating a private living space for the  
Limmud community. We encourage you to place your phone in your room before joining the Shabbat festivities and to leave it 
there for the duration. Please also leave the lights on in corridors and bathrooms during Shabbat. We ask all Limmudniks to 
refrain from using microphones, cell phones, cameras or computers outside of your room or cabin or in any public spaces 
during Shabbat. This request extends to the use of musical instruments except in the case of select Limmud prayer services.  
For health, safety and security reasons, we will have a limited number of staff and leadership team members using walkie-talkies. 

ShabbatShabbat at LimmudFest
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Kids & Teens
Shalom Parents,  

We are so excited to spend the next few days with all of your children! Our Ramah Darom Youth Program is designed to  
incorporate all of the fun of being at Camp while taking inspiration from Limmud Atlanta & Southeast’s core values. 

The schedule over the next few days will be fun and filled with lots of learning. Please see the Youth Programming Booklet  
for a detailed schedule with locations for all age groups. Extra copies of the booklet will be available at the Help Desk. 

Note: All campers should be wearing closed-toe shoes during Camp hours.

Drop-off youth programming occurs at the following times:  

 • Saturday, September 3, 1:30-6:30pm 

 • Sunday, September 4, 9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30-6:30pm 

 • Monday, September 5, 9:30am-12:30pm 

6 months to 4 years old (Pre-Kindergarten) 
Children ages 6 months to 4 years old will be divided into two aidot (units): 2 and under and 3-4 year olds. Each group will have  
slightly different schedules. These campers should be dropped off and picked up from the Gan building. For safety reasons,  
pick up and drop off must be done by a child’s parent/guardian.

What to pack each day: Stroller (if applicable),  diaper bags, diapers (plus storage bag for cloth diapers if applicable),  
spare clothes, hat, towel, sunscreen, bathing suit and any comfort items (blankets, pacifiers, toys, etc.). Please label ALL items!

Kindergarten to Teens
Campers in kindergarten and up will be split into aidot (units). Specific details can be found in the Youth Programming Booklet.

What to pack each day: Hat, sunscreen, sneakers, bathing suit, towel and water bottle.

Pick up and drop off:  

 • Campers in 2nd grade and under must be dropped off and picked up by a parent/guardian. 

 • If you have a 3rd grader or older and would like them to be checked in and out of camp by a parent/guardian,  
    please let their counselors know.  

 • If a 3rd-4th grader is participating in camp, they can check themselves in and out at the start and end of the program  
    block but cannot come and go in between those times. For example: If camp is scheduled from 1:30-6:30pm,  
    the campers in this age group cannot leave in the middle unless picked up by a parent/guardian. 

 • Campers in 5th grade and up must arrive at the activity start time and cannot join or leave in the middle of  
    that specific activity.

Youth Programming 
Camp Ramah @ LimmudFest 
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LimmudFest
 

Use these icons to identify the sessions in the schedule that interest you most! 

Jewish FoodIsrael & Jewish History

Health & Wellness

Pool & Lake Activities

Camp & Leisure Meals & Snacks

Religious Services

Art

Jewish Culture

Family-Friendly

Torah & Sacred Texts

Environmentalism & Policy

Schedule Icons
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Schedule
Friday,  September 2, 2022

TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

2:00-6:00pm Registration & Check-in Welcome Center

3:00-6:00pm
Boating & Lake Time 
Relax in an Adirondack chair by the lake or enjoy lake activities 
under the supervision of certified lifeguards.

Agam (Lake)

3:45-4:30pm

Campus Tour 
Take a guided stroll through the campus to see all the amenities 
and points of interest.

Meet at  
Welcome Center

Challah Braiding, Decorating & Besamim Making  
with Yoni Kaplan 
Drop by to create your own personalized challah for Shabbat 
dinner. Come learn and try out various braiding techniques while 
you make new friends. You can also scoop up some aromatic 
besamim (spices) to make little sacks to pass around at Havdallah 
to welcome in a new week as Shabbat drifts away. 

Levine Center Portico

Garden Time with Amy Price 
Help plant the fall garden with garlic, carrots and kale! Drop in for 
five minutes or stay much longer.

Ramah Garden

4:40-5:30pm

Beyond Dylan and Cohen: Four American Jewish Singer 
Songwriters You Should Start Listening To with Larry Yudelson 
A generation after Bob Dylan and Leonard Cohen brought poetry 
and an oblique Jewish sensibility to the record store, a new group 
of Jewish singer song writers took their guitars to the stage.  
This session will explore the music of Peter Himmelman, Dan Bern, 
Jill Sobule and Regina Spektor with particular attention to those 
lyrics that point to the ways Jewish identity became both more 
explicit and more variegated in post-sixties America. 

Beit Knesset 
(Spiritual Center)

Doing Teshuva and Making Amends: How We Repent Matters 
with Joel Dworkin 
Judaism has a robust history of practicing restitution and seeking 
forgiveness for our wrongs. With Yom Kippur on the horizon, we 
will discuss the biblical and talmudic foundation of the 12-step 
recovery concept of making amends and whether it is important  
to be forgiven or not.

Margam 
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Creative Jewish Grandparenting with Judy Robkin  
Distance, electronics, schedules and more can make 
communication with your grandchildren difficult, if not impossible. 
In this session we will discuss creative methods for not only 
reaching your kids, but also creating memories to last a lifetime. 
Using trips, letters, art, music, cooking, nature and more, we will 
explore ways to create a lasting and meaningful bond between you 
and your grandchild.

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent)

Daily Schedule
Check page 15 for a guide to the icons used in the schedule.
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Friday, September 2, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

5:40-6:20pm Ice Breaking & Friend Making led by Simone Graff & Anne Still
Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent) 

6:00-7:30pm Individual Candle Lighting 
Shabbat candles are available for those who wish to light individually.

Mountainside 
Dining Hall

6:10-7:30pm

Kabbalat Shabbat & Maariv (Friday Evening Services)

Musical Kabbalat Shabbat led by The Mamalehs, Charlie Kramer, 
Drew Cohen & Friends  
Enjoy a family friendly service. Note that musical instruments 
will be used.

Beit Am 
(Covered Basketball 
Court)

6:30-7:30pm

Mechitza Minyan 
This service has a mechitza (partition), is led by men only and does 
not utilize musical instruments. Both men and women are invited  
to attend.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Egalitarian Minyan 
This service overlooks Ramah Darom’s lake, has no mechitza 
(partition), may be led by both men or women and does not utilize 
musical instruments.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

7:41pm Community Candle Lighting led by Lauren Henderson Mountainside  
Dining Hall

7:45-9:00pm

Shabbat Dinner 
When you enter the Chadar Ochel (Dining Hall)  please be seated 
for an official LimmudFest welcome, special introductions and 
kiddush, netilat yadayim and motzi (blessings over the wine, hand 
washing and bread) before we enjoy our festive Shabbat meal.

Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

9:00-9:30pm

LimmudFest Weekend Volunticipation: We Can't Do It Without 
You—Literally!  
Come sign up for a volunteer slot or two and grab a tasty treat  
and drink.

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent) 

9:00-11:00pm Shmira (Night Listening) Available 
See LimmudFest A-Z for more details.

Quiet Tent Area, 
Cabins & Hotels

9:30-10:45pm

What Jewish Sources Say About Sexuality & Relationships:  
Tips for Enjoying Sexuality in a Healthy Way with Keith Abrams 
Our Jewish texts have a lot to say about sexuality and relationships! 
Judaism recognizes the centrality of these issues in our lives and, as 
with other aspects of behavior, attempts to guide us to experience 
these desires in an optimal way. Blending modern secular 
knowledge, changing cultural mores and the best of Jewish wisdom, 
we will explore ways of thinking about and experiencing our 
sexuality and relationships that can help put us on a path to enjoy 
them in a healthy/healthier way. 

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)
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Friday, September 2, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

9:30-10:45pm

Sacred or Profane? Lifting the Veil on the Contemporary Practice 
of Parchment Making with Shoshana Gugenheim Kedem 
(This is the opening session of The Naomi Rabkin Track.) 
Or Hadash | עור חדש, a contemporary art in(ter)vention and 
emergent strategy for rethinking sacred material culture in the 
Jewish world, is disrupting the reliance on the industrial animal 
complex for parchment making by asking the Jewish collective 
consciousness to consider an essential question: How does the 
Jewish community reconcile the par between the sanctity of our 
most holy texts and the inhumane treatment of the animals upon 
whose backs we are literally inscribing them? Scribe and socially 
engaged artist Shoshana Gugenheim Kedem will take a deep dive 
with participants into current parchment making practices, their 
connections to our food systems, kedusha and the work of Or 
Hadash | עור חדש. 

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

45 Years of American Jewish Poetry with Larry Yudelson 
Rodger Kamenetz first published his poetry in 1979, looking back 
with curiosity and longing at his forgotten Jewish heritage. On the 
occasion of his just-published career retrospective, we’ll look at his 
work, as well as those of a younger generation of poets published 
by the imprint. We’ll visit a Chabad yeshiva, experience the holy city 
of Tzfat through the eyes of a Black Jew, wrestle with the echoes 
of the Holocaust in the streets of contemporary China, read classic 
Jewish texts through a transgender lens, experience atheist Jewish 
spirituality, and find playful new metaphors for the weekly visit of the 
spirit of Shabbat.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Shabbat Tisch led by Lauren Henderson & Ariel Wolpe 
Grab a beverage and join this joyous Shabbat tradition. Bring your 
tushies to tisch, a time for singing, drinking and celebrating Shabbat. 
We will sing niggunim (wordless tunes) and zemirot (songs) again 
and again, with a little Torah here and there. Each niggun is sung 
many times as we build up through our voices and rest in moments 
of silence. No matter your experience singing, you are welcome to 
sing along and lead a tune. Together we derive spiritual meaning 
from our song and enjoy the beautiful sound of our voices weaving 
together. Have a story, song or favorite melody to teach or just want 
to listen? Come on in and share a “L’chaim” (to life/toast) with fellow 
Limmudniks and make new friends. The more, the merrier!

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent) 

Growing Up in Israel  
Enjoy a conversation moderated by Eli Sperling as you meet 
Atlanta’s 2022-2023 Shinshinim cohort and ask them your burning 
questions about teen life in Israel.

Mercaz Aryeh 
(Library)

11:00pm-12:00am
Mixing & Mingling on the Porch 
Hang out, sing and spend time with LimmudFest friends into the late 
hours of the night. Beverages provided.

Levine Center Porch
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Saturday, September 3, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

Available from 
Sunrise to Sunset

Self-Guided Alef-Bet Meditative Walk Created  
by Shoshana Gugenheim Kedem 
Find a time that works for you and experience a meditative stroll 
to Ramah Darom’s waterfall guided by the Hebrew alphabet. All 
you have to do is show up and follow the prompt cards along the 
trail. This walk is recommended to be done in silence (even when 
with others!) as you are prompted along the way to draw your 
thoughts and attention toward the environs through the lens of the 
Hebrew letters. Please note the trail is relatively easy, but the ground 
is not even. The path to the waterfall is outside of the eruv (ritual 
enclosure).

The Trail Entrance 
Behind Cabin 13/14

8:00-9:30am Breakfast Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

8:25-9:15am

Recovery Gathering Space 
This is a gathering space for all people who identify as addicts, 
alcoholics, having a process addiction or are otherwise powerless 
over their use once they start and who want to experience recovery 
in a Jewish space and context. This group is open to people 
seeking recovery and those directly affected by addiction and is not 
connected with any particular program or ideology.

Mercaz Aryeh 
(Library) Mountainside 
Conference Room

9:30-10:30am

Shabbat Chant Service with Reuben Haller 
Hebrew chanting is a deep form of Jewish prayer in which Hebrew 
verses are repetitively sung to beautiful melodies. Infused with spirit, 
chanting offers a peaceful and meditative Shabbat experience. You 
say you’re not an experienced chanter? Don’t let that stop you! The 
chants are simple and easily learned. 

Pizza Patio

9:30-11:45am

Shabbat Morning Traditional Service Options

Mechitza Minyan Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Egalitarian Minyan Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

10:00-10:45am

Tot Shabbat with Ori Salzberg 
An immersive family Tefillah (prayer) experience perfect for tots and 
their caregivers. Come with your kids and connect as we share the 
musicality and rhythm of prayer. No instruments will be used during 
this service.

Mirpeset Tefillah 
(Mountainside Pavilion)

10:45-11:45am

Vinyasa Yoga for Hips & Hamstrings  
with Navit Robkin Salzberg 
Has running left you with tight hamstrings? Has sitting at your 
computer all day left your hips and hamstrings tight? Or are you just 
looking for a delicious yoga flow to release tension in your lower 
body? In this vinyasa style flow we will focus on opening up tight 
hips and increasing flexibility in the backs of the legs. Mats provided.

Beit Am 
(Covered Basketball 
Court)
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Saturday, September 3, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

10:50-11:45am
Shabbat Morning Musical Experience  
led by Melissa Baden, Drew Cohen & Lauren Henderson  
Check out this family friendly alternative service. Note that acoustic 
musical instruments will be used.

Mirpeset Tefillah 
(Mountainside Pavilion)

12:00-1:30pm Shabbat Kiddush, Lunch & Ruach (Spirit) Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

1:30-6:30pm

Camp Ramah @ Limmud 
Drop-off from 1:30-1:45pm, Pick up from 6:15-6:30pm

See Youth Program 
Booklet

Open Swim Breicha 
(Pool)

1:45-2:35pm

Limmud: Its History & Its Values with Edward Queen 
Founded in 1980, Limmud (from the Hebrew “to learn”) has grown 
from a single annual event in England (with 80 people in attendance) 
to a worldwide movement of over ninety Limmud organizations in 
42 countries including China, Mexico, Canada, Hungary, Turkey and 
the United States. With a mission to “take you one step further on 
your Jewish journey,” Limmud is defined by ten values that constitute 
its essence. This session examines the history of Limmud as a 
movement with an emphasis on Limmud Atlanta & Southeast, with 
particular attention to Limmud’s values and their role in its structure 
and practices.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Love Is A Verb: Commanding Actions  
with Melissa Scholten-Gutierrez   
V'ahavta l'reyacha k'mocha. "Love your neighbor as yourself" is 
one of the most well known Jewish valures, but how can we be 
commanded to love? Join us for this source-based conversation  
on this and other commanded actions. 

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

What I Learned at Summer Camp with Linda Brenner & Amy 
Lustig 
How does our summer camp experience influence our lives as 
adults? What lessons did we learn and incorporate in our personal 
and professional lives? How important is summer camp for kids 
today? Join this high energy, interactive discussion about lessons 
learned and influences from our summer camp experiences. In 
this session, there will be space to reflect on your own personal 
childhood camping experiences as well as hopes and fears for 
your own children attending camp now or in the future. Session 
facilitators will be former long-time campers and camp staff and 
parents of campers and camp staff.

For pre-reading, review any of the following:

https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/16/07/lessons-camp

https://www.wsj.com/articles/
the-life-lessons-of-summer-camp-11657292830

https://www.acacamps.org/sites/default/files/resource_library/
report-directions-youth-development-outcomes.pdf

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK552656/

Mercaz Aryeh 
(Library)
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Saturday, September 3, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

1:45-2:35pm

Women of the Book: Narrated Tour of the Installation with 
Shoshana Gugenheim Kedem  
Join artist and scribe Shoshana Gugenheim Kedem for a 
"gallery" tour and conversation about the making and impact of 
her internationally recognized project, Women of the Book, an 
international collaboration of 54 Jewish women artists whose 
artworks, created on parchment (one for each Torah portion), 
acknowledge the emergence of Jewish women artists as visionaries 
and creative interpreters of text. View the 54 artworks exhibited on 
site at Ramah and take a deeper dive into the narratives evoked by 
the artists, as well as some background on the artists themselves. 

Meet at the Levine 
Center Portico

Citizenship & Belonging: Imagining Israeli Identity— 
What is “Israeliness”? with Lauren Henderson 
Is it fundamentally different and distinct from Jewishness? What 
would it look like to imagine an Israeli Jewish identity that is thick 
and robust enough to live alongside a strong Israeli Muslim or 
Christian identity? In this session, shaped by the work of Masua Sagiv 
of the Shalom Hartman Institute, we’ll look at sources from Ahad 
Ha’am and modern Zionist thinkers as well as Israeli political leaders 
on these questions as well as the controversial Nation State Law and 
proposed amendments. 

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent) 

What is the Problem with a Canaanite Daughter-In-Law?  
with Julian Yudelson  
This session will look at textual clues and some midrashim 
(interpretive commentary) to try to understand why our patriarchs, 
matriarchs and traditions had such a strong aversion to Canaanite 
daughters-in-law. It appears that there may be more to it than just a 
general resistance to exogamy (marriage outside the tribe/group). 
If valid, what does this understanding contribute to the issue of 
exogamy today? Supporting texts (in translation) will be available.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

2:45-4:00pm

Mezze: Small Plates Big Flavors with Susan Barocas 
Throughout the Mediterranean, Middle East and North Africa, mezze 
are a way of life. The first act to any meal, this abundance of small 
dishes offers a casual, tasty way to entertain and eat…sometimes 
ending up as the meal itself! In this session, we’ll talk about the 
cultural influences on mezze and some history, including the Jewish 
connection between mezze and Spanish tapas. After a cooking 
demo of several cold dishes (in keeping with Shabbat), we’ll end by 
enjoying the tastes of all the mezze.

Mountainside 
 Dining Hall

Let There Be Light: Exploring Experiences of Darkness  
with Elie Lehmann 
With so much darkness in the world today, let’s explore how ancient 
wisdom may shed light on making our way through life’s dark 
moments. All texts will be available with English translation.

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

Mental Health Panel with Joel Dworkin, Aviva Perlo  
& Bruce Rudisch; moderated by Melissa Baden 
Rising antisemitism. War in Ukraine. Climate change. Political 
polarization. These are examples of a variety of issues that may  
leave many of us feeling angry, frustrated, worried, even helpless 
and overwhelmed. Our panel will explore anxieties connected to 
these issues, share resources and discuss how we in the Jewish 
community can work together to support one another and the 
broader community.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)
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Saturday, September 3, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

2:45-4:00pm

Vinyasa Yoga for Hips & Hamstrings with Navit Robkin Salzberg 
Has running left you with tight hamstrings? Has sitting at your 
computer all day left your hips and hamstrings tight? Or are you just 
looking for a delicious yoga flow to release tension in your lower 
body? In this vinyasa style flow we will focus on opening up tight 
hips and increasing flexibility in the backs of the legs. Mats provided.

Mirpeset Tefillah 
(Mountainside Pavilion)

Exploring Feminized & De-gendered Prayer Language  
with McKenzie Wren 
The world of prayer language is changing rapidly and radically.  
This session explores emerging prayer language that shifts the focus 
from traditional, masculine-centered language to language that 
centers the Divine Feminine and gender-neutral Spirit. We’ll work 
with the Kohenet (Hebrew Priestess Institute) Siddur (prayer book)  
as well as offerings from the Nonbinary Hebrew Project. We’ll talk 
about the role of history and tradition and the excavation of that 
which has been hidden by those wishing to see themselves better 
represented in Judaism.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

What is Happening in Israeli Politics? with Eli Sperling  
In this session we will explore the social, political and cultural 
contexts of Israeli electoral chaos in the past few years, as well as 
prospects for upcoming national elections in Israel.

 Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent) 

3:45-4:15pm Grab n’ Go Snack Levine Center Portico

4:15-5:05pm

Breath, Spirit & Song with Melissa Baden 
Join us for a mind-body exploration of breath, vocalization, silence 
and communal connection through song.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Kehillah Kedosha (Holy Community): Why Community Matters 
More Than Ever with Ben Greenberg 
In a post-pandemic world, does community still matter? How can 
it be sustained when our norms are shifting and the world feels 
more polarized than ever? As Limmud North America’s Director 
of Communities, Ben Greenberg is immersed in understanding 
and growing communities. Using Jewish text and exploring Jewish 
history, Ben will address these questions and more.

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

Get Your Game On with Clara Safra 
Do you enjoy games? Have you ever wanted to learn? Join others  
in learning and playing Mah Jongg, Mexican Train, Rummikub, 
Hearts, Canasta and Hand & Foot. Perfect for teens and adults.  
First come, first served.

Lakeside Dining Hall

Holy, Holy, Holy: What Do We Mean by Holiness?  
with Ariel Wolpe & Paul Wolpe 
The word kedusha (holiness) is a common word in Jewish life—  
we make the kiddush, we rise on our toes saying “kadosh, kadosh, 
kadosh” in prayer, we call an engagement contract a kiddushin. But 
the term is enigmatic—what is holiness, really? How do our texts and 
our tradition think about this strange concept? “Holy, Holy, Holy!” 
What do we mean by ‘Holiness’? With music and text, we will look 
deeply into the concept and explore both Judaism’s and our own 
personal view of holiness. 

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)
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Saturday, September 3, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

4:15-5:05pm

Climate Change as an Existential Crisis and Jewish Response 
with Elizabeth Bahar  
Today we face existential threats so significant that they have altered 
the planet to the point that we have entered a new geological time 
called the Anthropocene Epoch. Come find out how the book of 
Jeremiah, a book devoted to engaging with suffering, offers us 
lessons that we can apply to our lives today.

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent)  

5:20-6:10pm

(Not Quite) Keeping It All Together with Mimi Hall 
The weight of the world (divisiveness, Supreme Court decisions, 
mass shootings, systemic racism) and the joy of family (in my case  
a young child), love, privilege and a ‘reopening’ world for those who 
can access it. Together we’ll read and discuss Jewish wisdom and 
practices and share strategies for holding everything at the  
same time. 

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent) 

Ice Breaking & Meet New Friends in Time for Dinner  
led by Simone Graff & Anne Still

Mountainside 
Dining Hall

Navigating the Other Return—Preparing for Conversations at 
Home after Birthright with Sam von Ende 
This session addresses communities returning from delegation trips 
to Israel: How to prepare them for responses they will receive in 
various communities; how to advise them of priority considerations 
in developing an effective reply; how to counter common 
misconceptions, biases, and delegitimization campaigns; how to 
respond effectively, from strategic and informed positions,  
to disillusionment, hostility, and the uninformed opinions of others.

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

“Ethical Apples to Apples” with Elana Perry 
How do we make moral decisions on a daily basis? Is it enough 
to rely on our gut feelings to point us in the right direction? As we 
prepare to enter a season of spiritual reflection and a new year, it’s 
okay to take a light-hearted approach to consider weighty dilemmas. 
Come to play a game to tune your moral compass using Jewish texts 
as your guide!

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Jewish Futurism with Dov Bar-Ilan 
Judaism is the world’s oldest monotheistic religion with a history 
spanning more than four thousand years so far. But what does our 
future look like? In this wide-ranging group discussion, we’ll talk 
about the future of our people through the lens of speculative fiction 
in art, media and literature.

Mercaz Aryeh 
(Library)

Onto the Next Chapter: Jewish Life in Poland After 1968  
with Rachel Rothstein 
In 1968 the Polish government embarked upon an anti-Zionist 
campaign during which about 15,000 Jews emigrated from Poland. 
Many assumed that this was the final chapter of 1,000 years of Polish 
Jewish history, but it turned out very differently! Come learn about 
Jewish Life in Poland After 1968. Rachel is at Limmudfest thanks 
to a generous grant in memory of Jack and Alice Pasmanick, who 
survived the Holocaust and thrived in post war Atlanta.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)
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Saturday, September 3, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

6:15-6:45pm

Mincha (Afternoon Service)

Mechitza Minyan Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Egalitarian Minyan Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

6:30-7:30pm Seudah Shlishit (Dinner) with Singing Led by Lauren Henderson Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

7:45-8:30pm

Entering Elul: Preparing Ourselves for the New Year  
with Elie Lehmann 
Rosh Hashanah is less than four weeks away (oy!). A great way to 
get the most out of the High Holidays is to set aside time to reflect. 
Why not start now? Together we’ll explore some of the greatest 
thinkers of our tradition around questions of personal mission and 
renewal, spiritual agency and commitment, and relationships with 
friends, family and the Divine. All texts will be available with English 
translation.

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

What’s New in Holocaust Studies & Education  
with Rachel Rothstein 
From the banning of “Maus” to visits with hologram Holocaust 
survivors, Holocaust education has been making headlines recently. 
Holocaust education is constantly in flux as new scholarship, films 
and resources become available. Come learn about Holocaust 
education in the 21st century.

Mercaz Aryeh 
(Library)

CUFI: Friend or Foe? What I Learned through My Experiences 
Working with CUFI with Julian Yudelson 
Christians United For Israel is the largest pro-Israel group in the 
United States with over 10 million members. It works extensively to 
advance the cause of Israel in the halls of Congress, among its own 
members, and now on college campuses. Some Jews welcome its 
support, some Jews do not. Most are unaware of CUFI’s scope and 
mission. We will cover the background of CUFI, its perspective on 
Israel and Judaism, and based on my personal experience, some 
of the challenges of discussing basic Jewish concepts with our 
Christian friends and neighbors.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Building Grit, Perseverance & Mental Toughness  
with Ana Robbins 
This year Ana raced 200 miles in the remote wilderness of the  
Sierra Nevada. She’ll tell you about her adventure and lead a 
discussion about the mental side of toughness.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Jewish Atlanta—An Insider’s Look & Discussion  
with Eric Robbins  
Spend some time in open discussion with the Atlanta Jewish 
Federation CEO. Hear what is moving forward and what is not. 
Hear what excites him and what keeps him up at night, and why he 
believes that Limmud is the model of a utopian Jewish Community. 
This will be a conversation with the opportunity for participants to 
ask questions.

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent)

PJ Library Bedtime Story  
Families with little ones are invited to gather together and enjoy a 
few stories before bed time. Pajamas are the encouraged attire!

Levine Center Porch
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Saturday, September 3, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

6:15-6:45pm

Mincha (Afternoon Service)

Mechitza Minyan Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Egalitarian Minyan Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

6:30-7:30pm Seudah Shlishit (Dinner) with Singing Led by Lauren Henderson Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

7:45-8:30pm

Entering Elul: Preparing Ourselves for the New Year  
with Elie Lehmann 
Rosh Hashanah is less than four weeks away (oy!). A great way to 
get the most out of the High Holidays is to set aside time to reflect. 
Why not start now? Together we’ll explore some of the greatest 
thinkers of our tradition around questions of personal mission and 
renewal, spiritual agency and commitment, and relationships with 
friends, family and the Divine. All texts will be available with English 
translation.

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

What’s New in Holocaust Studies & Education  
with Rachel Rothstein 
From the banning of “Maus” to visits with hologram Holocaust 
survivors, Holocaust education has been making headlines recently. 
Holocaust education is constantly in flux as new scholarship, films 
and resources become available. Come learn about Holocaust 
education in the 21st century.

Mercaz Aryeh 
(Library)

CUFI: Friend or Foe? What I Learned through My Experiences 
Working with CUFI with Julian Yudelson 
Christians United For Israel is the largest pro-Israel group in the 
United States with over 10 million members. It works extensively to 
advance the cause of Israel in the halls of Congress, among its own 
members, and now on college campuses. Some Jews welcome its 
support, some Jews do not. Most are unaware of CUFI’s scope and 
mission. We will cover the background of CUFI, its perspective on 
Israel and Judaism, and based on my personal experience, some 
of the challenges of discussing basic Jewish concepts with our 
Christian friends and neighbors.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Building Grit, Perseverance & Mental Toughness  
with Ana Robbins 
This year Ana raced 200 miles in the remote wilderness of the  
Sierra Nevada. She’ll tell you about her adventure and lead a 
discussion about the mental side of toughness.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Jewish Atlanta—An Insider’s Look & Discussion  
with Eric Robbins  
Spend some time in open discussion with the Atlanta Jewish 
Federation CEO. Hear what is moving forward and what is not. 
Hear what excites him and what keeps him up at night, and why he 
believes that Limmud is the model of a utopian Jewish Community. 
This will be a conversation with the opportunity for participants to 
ask questions.

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent)

PJ Library Bedtime Story  
Families with little ones are invited to gather together and enjoy a 
few stories before bed time. Pajamas are the encouraged attire!

Levine Center Porch

Saturday, September 3, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

8:30-8:45pm

Maariv (Evening Service)

Mechitza Minyan Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Egalitarian Miynan Beit Am (Covered 
Basketball Court) 

8:45-9:30pm
Havdallah & S’mores  
As we leave behind a memorable Shabbat, join friends old and new 
for a musical ceremony and treats to welcome in the new week.

Beit Am (Covered 
Basketball Court)  
Fire pits

9:00-11:00pm Shmira (Night Listening) Available 
See LimmudFest A-Z for more details.

Quiet Tent Area, Cabins 
& Hotels

9:30-10:45pm

Jewish Comedy Show with Marcus Lustig & Jacob Kaplan  
This summer, Jacob Kaplan (SNL) and Marcus Lustig (Chicago’s 
Second City) went back to camp. More specifically, they performed 
stand-up comedy for counselors at Jewish summer camps across 
the country. Now they are here at LimmudFest to regale us with 
a colorful account of their experiences. Grab a seat to hear them 
perform the best bits from their camp shows and stories from the 
tour itself - like when Jacob got “Camp Canceled” or when Marcus 
got bullied by a 17-year-old for being “sincere.” So come on out! 
And please stay hydrated.

Beit Am (Covered 
Basketball Court)  

NEON—It’s a GAS! with Gregg Brenner 
Neon signs are a common part of the everyday landscape/
nightscape, and neon is found in signs, art and song. You may have 
even seen the neon “Chai” above the entrance to Congregation 
Anshi S’Fard in Morningside, but have you ever wondered how it 
works? It is science, art and craftsmanship. Learn about neon and 
how we make homemade lightbulbs in many colors and shapes.  
It’s a gas!

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Define G-d: Use Both Sides of Paper if Necessary  
with Edward Queen  
In synagogue and elsewhere we talk about G-d, but have you ever 
reflected on how Jewish tradition has conceptualized and grappled 
with the idea of the Divine? Far from a single and settled view of G-d, 
Jewish tradition has struggled with the nature and understanding of 
G-d and has presented a diverse set of answers, many of which are 
incompatible. This session provides an overview of the discussions, 
debates and contradictions that have surrounded Jews’ conception 
of the Divine from ancient times to today, with a particular emphasis 
on medieval and post-Holocaust reckonings with the G-d idea.

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent)

Teen Zone 
See Youth Program Booklet for activity details.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)
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Saturday, September 3, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

9:30-10:45pm Fireside Singalong & Drumming Lakeside Fire Pit

11:00pm-12:00am

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Sex but  
Were Afraid to Ask with Keith Abrams 
At registration, you will receive a blank index card giving you the 
opportunity to submit anonymous questions about all things 
related to sexuality, relationships and gender. These can either be 
dropped off in a sealed box at registration or at the Help Desk prior 
to Shabbat. Join us for what promises to be a rollicking, engaging 
and wide-ranging discussion of these issues that integrates 
commentaries from ancient and modern Jewish sources.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

11:00pm-1:00am Porch Bar, Schmooze & Jam 
Bring Your Own Instrument(s). Levine Center Porch

Sunday,  September 4, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

8:00-9:30am Breakfast Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

8:00-8:45am

Shacharit (Morning Sevice)

Mechitza Shacharit Minyan Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Egalitarian Shacharit Minyan Margam 
(Lakeside Pavilion)

8:25-9:15am

Recovery Gathering Space  
This is a gathering space for all people who identify as addicts, 
alcoholics, having a process addiction or who are otherwise 
powerless over their use once they start and want to experience 
recovery in a Jewish space and context. This group is open to 
people seeking recovery and those directly affected by addiction 
and is not connected with any particular program or ideology.

Mercaz Aryeh (Library): 
Mountainside 
Conference Room
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Sunday,  September 4, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

9:30am-12:30pm

Camp Ramah @ LimmudFest 
Drop-off from 9:30-9:45am, Pick up from 12:15-12:30pm

See Youth 
Programming Booklet

Boating Agam 
(Lake)

Climbing 
Advanced sign-up required. Sign-ups for adults will be available 
at the Help Desk on Friday afternoon and at the Alpine Tower on 
Sunday. Note: Youth climbing times can be found in the Youth 
Program Booklet.

Alpine Tower

9:30-10:45am

Antiracism as Spiritual Practice with Rachael Bregman 
In this session we root an antiracism orientation in Jewish spiritual 
practices. We will have a brief training on what antiracism is and 
dive into spiritual practice which helps generate a more equitable 
world. Be prepared to stretch your thinking and spiritual mindset. 
This will not be a discussion on the existence or not of systemic 
racism or white body supremacy. For this, please seek me out 
separately for dialogue and/or come to this session willing to 
listen and participate anyway. All experiences and skill levels with 
antiracism and spiritual practice are warmly welcomed. Let us 
come together and practice being a community of equals, all of us 
experts in our own experience.

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

Tikkun Atzmi: An Accounting of the Soul for the High Holidays 
with Paul Wolpe 
We are told to do a Heshbon Hanefesh (an accounting of our 
souls) for the High Holidays, but we are never told exactly what that 
means or how we should do that accounting. A staple at Limmud 
for many years, this session presents a methodology that looks at 
our relationship to others, to the natural world and to our spiritual 
lives as a way to do a Heshbon Hanefesh. After presenting the idea 
and method, attendees will be given a worksheet and private time 
to work on personal introspection. The goal is Tikkun Atzmi  
(a restoration of the self).

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Mental Health & Mitzvot: Does a Mitzvah a Day Keep the 
Doctor Away? with Aviva Perlo 
In this class, we will learn about nature vs. nurture, stress 
management, how to build strong support systems and manage 
adversity. Combining clinical knowledge with Jewish text study, 
we’ll explore how performing mitzvot intersects with mental health, 
wellness and creativity. Coping Classes focus on long-term coping. 
This class is not for acute crisis.

Mercaz Aryeh  
(Library)

Community Creative with Andrea Waterstone & Laila Rubin 
The Community Creative creates a nurturing container to foster 
each individual’s ability to learn from a place of curiosity, using art 
and writing as a way to grow, process and connect. The workshop 
offers therapeutic art & journaling, guided meditation, self-
regulation tools and sharing circles. Art making time includes use 
of watercolors, collage, drawing, creative writing and daydreaming. 
Limited to 10 adults. First come, first served.

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent)
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Sunday,  September 4, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

9:30-10:45am

Singing in the Dark with Charlie Kramer & Drew Cohen 
We all have something that challenges us. Charlie Kramer is 
legally blind with only 4% of his total vision remaining. He has 
no peripheral vision and is completely blind at night. Join us in a 
journey of the senses, blindfolding ourselves to experience the 
present moment without our sight. Come prepared to deeply feel 
the challenges in your life and to sing them into prayer. 

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

9:45-11:45am

Hamsa Paper Cut with Judy Robkin 
Papercutting has been a common Jewish art form since the Middle 
Ages, connected with various customs and ceremonies and 
associated with holidays and family life. Delve into this beautiful 
artform and create your own unique design. First come, first 
served. Limited to 15 people.

Omanut 
(Arts & Crafts Center)

10:00-11:00am Men's Swim
Breicha  
(Pool)11:00am-12:00pm Women's Swim

11:00am-12:15pm

Israeli Regional Politics in the Age of the Abraham Accords 
with Eli Sperling 
In what seems like a flurry of peace agreements, Israel has recently 
achieved normalized diplomatic relations with a growing number 
of Middle Eastern and North African states. The Abraham Accords 
and other diplomatic agreements serve as a framework for 
establishing embassies, building strong diplomatic and economic 
ties, promoting tourism, making a variety of technological 
exchanges, and even establishing newly embraced cultural 
exchanges between Israel and a growing segment of the Arabic 
speaking world. In this session we will explore the context and 
depth behind the iceberg tips appearing in the news.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Comedy Writing with Marcus Lustig & Jacob Kaplan 
So you want to create comedy—how do you begin? Marcus Lustig 
and Jacob Kaplan, two professional comedians who tour nationally 
and who have experience writing for Saturday Night Live, SiriusXM 
and Comedy Central, take you through the basics of discovering 
material and writing jokes. Together we’ll practice the comedic 
process in two parts: (1) finding the funny and (2) framing the 
funny. How can we identify the stuff from our lives that contains 
the seed of a great joke, sketch or movie? The answer: begin with 
what’s true. Subscribing to the theory of “truth in comedy,” Marcus 
and Jacob will teach the key principles of comedy writing—like 
heightening and game—to deliver that truth in a way that makes 
people laugh. And if down the road we go for the same job in the 
world of comedy: WE WILL CRUSH YOU... and we won’t apologize 
for it. Listen, we’re highly intelligent writers with a firm grip of the 
English language and it’s a doggy dog world!

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

Panel: Jewish Perspectives on Abortion moderated by  
Paul Wolpe with Participants Rachael Bregman,  
Melissa Scholten-Gutierrez & Lisa Haddad 
The panel will discuss the issue of abortion from different Jewish 
theological approaches as well as from the perspective of an 
OBGYN—who can speak to the medical issues and personal 
experiences of those considering and undergoing the procedure.

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent)
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Sunday,  September 4, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

11:00am-12:15pm

Kabbalage: An Exploration of the Sephirot through Collage 
with McKenzie Wren 
Using mixed media collage, we will explore the sephirot (nodes) of 
the Kabbalistic Tree of Life. Engaging both heart and art practices, 
we’ll create a space of connection and engagement with each 
other and the messages held within the sephirot. First come, first 
served. Limited to 15 participants.

Omanut 
(Arts & Crafts Center)

How Big Is Your Story: Exploring Your Link in the Chain  
of Family & Jewish History with Elie Lehmann 
In what way does personal history become collective history?  
Can history “make a claim” on us? We are the authors of our 
destiny, and yet, so much of our story is affected by our family of 
origin and traditions with which we were raised. This session brings 
individual narratives into the room, and explores texts that invite 
you to consider how you feel about being part of the collective 
narrative of the Jewish people. All texts will be available with 
English translation.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Family Concert with Heather Blake, Allan Taffel, Melissa Baden 
& Alex Bidot  
In this fun family concert, we will sing songs of joy from the  
High Holidays to camp favorites. We encourage you to sing and 
dance along.

Beit Am (Covered 
Basketball Court)  

12:00-2:00pm
Shuk Tables Open 
Enjoy a craft fair and learn more from various presenters and 
partner organizations.

Lakeside Dining Hall

12:30-1:30pm Lunch Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

1:30-6:30pm

Open Swim Breicha  
(Pool)

Boating Agam 
(Lake)

Climbing 
Advanced sign-up required. Sign-ups for adults will be available 
at the Help Desk on Friday afternoon and at the Alpine Tower on 
Sunday. Note: Youth climbing times can be found in the Youth 
Program Booklet.

Alpine Tower

Camp Ramah @ LimmudFest 
Drop-off from 1:30-1:45pm, Pick up from 6:15-6:30pm

See Youth Program 
Booklet
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Sunday,  September 4, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

1:45-3:00pm

Jewish Deaf Journey in Three Countries & Cultures  
with Sofia Seitchik 
Sofia will share her personal narratives about her Jewish 
journey from Uzbekistan, Russia to the USA. In her inspiring and 
compelling stories, she describes her experiences overcoming 
many adversities as a Jewish Deaf woman from a minority group. 
Through a long and challenging road growing up in three cultures 
on three different continents, she came to terms with her unique 
identity and embraced her multiple rich cultures as a Bukharian 
Jewish woman. This has led her to become an advocate for Deaf 
women and the Jewish Deaf community.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Sound Bath, Chant & Meditation with Rob Kistenberg 
This highly non-interactive session will offer an immersive 
experience in sound, chant and meditation. Participants are asked 
to come prepared to find a comfortable physical position in chairs 
or on the floor, to quiet and be still. From there, no one really 
knows what will happen. Once the group is settled, the journey will 
begin so latecomers will be disruptive to the experience.

Mirpeset Tefillah 
(Mountainside Pavilion)

State of the Climate: It’s Simple, It’s Serious, It’s Solvable, It’s 
Shalom! with Mark Elliot 
If you’ve heard that science and religion don’t mix, you’re wrong… 
at least in this case! In this session brought to you by JCAN-GA, 
you’ll learn the simple science of how the climate changes, how 
serious the impacts can be, what we can do to solve this problem 
and why we as Jews have the moral obligation to work in this space 
in order to achieve Shalom. Come with the questions you’ve always 
wanted to have answered by a meteorologist/climate scientist and 
you’ll leave ready to repair the world.

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

Suffering & Job with Elizabeth Bahar 
Job is the least read book in the Hebrew Bible. It is not included 
in the liturgical calendar; nor is it included in a substantial way in 
our current American culture outside of Rabbi Kushner’s famous 
book, “When Bad Things Happen to Good People”. We will 
explore excerpts from the book of Job. First a brief overview of the 
interpretative tradition by the Rabbis will be provided and then an 
innovative idea of how to use this to help us make meaning of our 
suffering today will be offered.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Jews & Broadway with Gordon Vernick, Louis Heriveaux  
& Delbert Felix 
This lively musical session will focus on compositions by Jewish 
composers written for Broadway (Tin Pan Alley). These composers 
and lyricists are some of the most well-known figures in music of 
the first half of 20th-century American popular music. The names of 
these composers include Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, Harold Arlen, 
the Gershwin Brothers, Harry Warren and many others.

Mountainside 
Dining Hall

3:00-3:30pm Grab ‘n Go Snack Levine Center Portico
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Sunday,  September 4, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

3:15-4:05pm

Rebuilding Jewish life in Post-Holocaust Central Europe  
with Rachel Rothstein 
Although most Holocaust survivors in post-war Europe hoped 
to rebuild their lives outside of Europe, there were many Jews 
who chose to remain in Europe, rebuilding their lives and their 
communities after the war. This session will focus on efforts to 
rebuild Jewish communities from Poland to Romania.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Perspectives of Israel on Campus: A Conversation Between  
Eli Sperling & Samantha von Ende  
Eli Sperling and Samantha von Ende explore the various angles 
through which the topics of Israel, Zionism and Jewish identity 
are viewed and experienced on campus. From curricular content 
to boycott movements, student organizations and university 
programming to DEI policy and the effects of the social media age, 
these two variously experienced campus/academic professionals 
relay the state of affairs, future prospects and a broad roadmap of 
how we got to here.

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

Jews & Jazz with Gordon Vernick, Louis Heriveaux  
& Delbert Felix 
In this session, the focus will be on works by Jewish composers 
written specifically for films (and radio). Not all great tunes come 
from Broadway shows. Many Jewish composers who wrote for 
movies were classically trained orchestral composers, in addition 
to their ability to capture the sound of jazz-influenced American 
popular music from the 1st half of the 20th century. Jazz musicians 
were attracted to the music of both genres, Broadway and film. This 
material constitutes a large portion of the recorded jazz repertoire 
through today.

Mountainside 
 Dining Hall

Israeli Dancing with Clara Safra 
Get your dancing shoes on and come learn the basics of Israeli 
dance. No experience necessary. Open to all ages.

Beit Am (Covered 
Basketball Court)  

How Tikkun Olam Makes a Difference Today for Tomorrow  
with Robyn Wittenberg Dudley & John Kauth 
Proverbs 12:20 says “There is joy for people who make plans to do 
good.” Tikkun Olam (Repairing the World) comes in many forms. 
Listen and learn as these two “mitzvah mavens” celebrate their 
adventures with helping Hurricane Irma relief with the “Kosher 
Karavan,” saving two historic buildings to create the Augusta 
Jewish Museum, helping to promote indigenous Mayan artisans 
in Guatemala, serving with Volunteers for Israel/Sar-El, enriching 
the lives of their senior resident neighbors, and more. Inspired by 
author and poet Danny Siegel, Robyn and John tell the stories of 
doing good deeds.

Mercaz Aryeh  
(Library)

Power Vinyasa Yoga with Navit Robkin Salzberg 
Experience a hybrid style of yoga that focuses on building 
strength and endurance. This hour will move at a fast pace, with an 
emphasis on the flow from one pose to the next. Mats provided.

Mirpeset Tefillah 
(Mountainside Pavilion)
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Sunday,  September 4, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

3:15-4:45pm

Artist Talk - Chutzpah as Art Practice                                                                                                                                         
Artist, scribe and curator Shoshana Gugenheim Kedem will share 
still and moving images and conversation about the arc of her art 
practice over the past 25 years. Through the lens of Jewish material 
culture, the art of the question and the re-insertion of the Jewish 
female body into sacred (and mundane) Jewish spaces, Shoshana 
will weave together her journey from studio artist, to scribe, to 
performance artist, curator, parchment producer and more.  

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

4:20-5:35pm

Preserving Family History with Roni Robbins 
This session will introduce strategies on how to use technology 
and research to preserve your family’s history, the stories of your 
matriarchs and patriarchs. Roni will share how she took cassette 
tapes left by her grandfather to create her new novel Hands of 
Gold, and how you can use modern technology to create your own 
family history project to share with family members or remember 
those who are no longer alive. You’ll also learn how to conduct 
genealogy research beyond ancestry.com and use other online 
tools to fill in the blanks of how your family lived—which can shape 
your life, your children’s and grandchildren’s.

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

White & Jewish. White or Jewish. *Not All Jews Are White  
with Rachael Bregman 
In this session we will have an experimental conversation about 
identity, salience and context. We will explore the specific 
challenges in a global conversation about racial identity for those 
who are Jewish and White presenting and those who are Jewish 
and not White presenting. Be prepared to stretch your thinking and 
spiritual mindset. This will not be a discussion on the existence or 
not of systemic racism or white body supremacy. For this, please 
seek me out separately for dialogue and/or come to this session 
willing to listen and participate anyway. All experiences and skill 
levels with antiracism and spiritual practice are warmly welcome. 
Let us come together and practice being a community of equals, 
all of us experts in our own experience.

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent)

Tasty Relationship: Jewish Food in the Ottoman Empire  
with Susan Barocas 
The Ottoman Empire was a crossroads of cultures and cuisines 
which Jews, who had lived in Ottoman lands since antiquity, 
adopted and adapted to the laws of keeping kosher. Then in the 
15th and 16th centuries, over 100,000 Spanish Jews (Sephardim) 
fled the Inquisition to safe haven in the Ottoman Empire. When 
Sephardic and Ottoman foodways met, these two delicious 
cuisines came together to develop a tasty, mutually beneficial 
relationship using ingredients, flavors and techniques of both. 
Travel back in time as we explore this fascinating history and some 
of the centuries-old dishes still made today. This session includes a 
cooking demonstration and tasting.

Mountainside 
Dining Hall

Mir Zaynen Do! (We Are Here!) with Tracy Klirs  
We will learn about the backgrounds of various Yiddish folk songs 
from lullabies to anthems, on themes of poverty, unjust working 
conditions, workers’ rights, the labor and socialist movements and 
protests against oppression. Our primary focus will be on learning 
the lyrics and music and singing the songs together. Copies of 
the song texts with lyrics in transliteration and in English will be 
provided, including Yiddish texts and sheet music when available. 
No prior knowledge of Yiddish is necessary, just a love of music 
and a lack of inhibition about singing in public!

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)
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Sunday,  September 4, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

4:20-5:35pm

Rethinking the Lulav with Amy Price & Ariel Wolpe 
Through text study and nature exploration, we'll create a lulav 
together using plants from the Southeast. We'll learn more deeply 
why different plants are used in making a lulav and then learn 
about plants around camp that could be used in our creation of a 
respectively forage based lulav. We'll start with some text learning 
and then give everyone an opportunity to learn about plants. This 
is a great session to attend with your children over the age of 8.

Mirpeset Tefillah 
(Mountainside Pavilion)

5:45-6:05pm

Mincha (Afternoon Sevice)

Mechitza Minyan Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Egalitarian Minyan Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

6:00-7:00pm Dinner Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

6:45-7:15pm
Past, Present & FUTURE Volunteer Appreciation  
Calling all Volunticipants! Grab a friend and come celebrate 
our volunteers. Enjoy desserts as you sign up to plan next year's 
LimmudFest.

Levine Center  
Ohel (Tent)

7:15-9:00pm LimmudFest Gala 2022 with Charlie Kramer, Ariel Wolpe  
& The Mamalehs

Beit Am (Covered 
Basketball Court)  

9:00-11:00pm Shmira (Night Listening) Available 
See LimmudFest A-Z for more details.

Quiet Tent Area,  
Cabins & Hotels

9:15-9:45pm

Maariv (Evening Service)

Mechitza Minyan Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Egalitarian Minyan Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

9:45-11:00pm

Sippin' & Smokin' & Not So Vicey Vices with Jerry Blumenthal  
& Paul Flexner 
An evening savoring single malt and cigars overlooking the lake 
as we remember the characters of our past: Winston Churchill, 
Groucho Marx, Milton Berle and George Burns (Who remembers 
them? And please add your own characters to our list.) Enjoy the 
tastes and smells of our rich heritage and share stories and a bit of 
tradition. Bring your own smokes and spirits to share!

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)
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Sunday,  September 4, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

9:45-11:00pm

Can the Culture of Medical Innovation in Israel Help Us 
Address the Incredible Challenges in Modern Medicine & 
Human Health We Face Across the World? with Zachary Bercu 
Israel has integrated a culture of innovative thinking into academic 
and private medical sectors across the country. This integration 
in "Start-Up Nation" seems quite different from the medical 
innovation incubator hubs of California, Minnesota, Massachusetts 
and Georgia. Even before a global pandemic, healthcare faced 
seemingly insurmountable challenges. Covid-19 put further strain 
on the system through health surges, labor shortages, international 
supply chain deficits, worsening health inequity, economic 
challenges and healthcare worker fatigue. Recent Supreme 
Court decisions and political movements in states like Florida 
have caused confusion for patient and healthcare worker alike 
between science, the law, medical ethics and public health. How 
do we integrate a culture of innovative thinking, creative problem 
solving, open-mindedness and generalized chutzpah to restore 
and renew a just, equitable and patient-focused system to ensure 
communities around the world can thrive? What are the lessons 
learned that will allow us not only to save humanity through human 
health, but also to ensure future generations can flourish?

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

End-of-Camp Throwback Dance Party with DJ Scorpiyoni 
Flashback to the 1980s and it’s the last night of summer camp.  
All the wonderful friends you made this year will gather to dance 
the night away. Classic dance tracks from the days of old will take 
you back and be sure to create memories for the years to come. 
This session will go as late as you dance.

Pizza Patio

The Wisdom of Kabbalah for Spiritual Transformation  
with Sofia Seitchik  
After experiencing cultural clashes and challenges to her beliefs, in 
her early 20's Sofia stumbled into mystical Kabbalah. She learned 
powerful tools that helped her find inner peace, light and joy, 
changing her life. She will describe how she applies these tools to 
her personal life and work as a life coach, and she will share these 
kabbalistic tools to assist you with your spiritual transformation and 
outlook on life, helping you perceive the world with love.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Asherah: The Goddess in Our Midst with Val Wolpe 
Join in a provocative exploration of this widely worshipped 
Canaanite goddess, reviled in the Torah, who yet profoundly 
influenced our Jewish theology, rituals and symbols. We will  
look at Torah, archaeological findings, and more to question:  
Might Asherah be the source of our Shechina, the feminine 
presence of G-d?

Mercaz Aryeh 
(Library)

Watercolor Exploration with Judy Robkin 
Bring in the New Year with a beautiful watercolor painting 
appropriate for the season. Relax and enjoy as you create 
something that you'll be proud to show your friends (and even 
your kids!). No experience needed. No limit on attendance.

Mountainside 
Dining Hall
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Sunday,  September 4, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

11:00pm-1:00am Porch Bar, Schmooze & Jam 
Bring Your Own Instrument(s). Levine Center Porch

Monday,  September 5, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

8:00-9:30am Breakfast Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

8:00-8:45am

Shacharit (Morning Sevice)

Mechitza Minyan Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Egalitarian Minyan Margam 
(Lakeside Pavilion)

8:25-9:15am

Recovery Gathering Space  
This is a gathering space for all people who identify as addicts, 
alcoholics, having a process addiction or who are otherwise 
powerless over their use once they start and want to experience 
recovery in a Jewish space and context. This group is open to 
people seeking recovery and those directly affected by addiction 
and is not connected with any particular program or ideology.

Mercaz Aryeh (Library) 
Mountainside 
Conference Room

9:30-9:40am
Shofar Blowing for Elul with Howie Slomka  
Bring your own shofar, or just your ears, as we learn a bit about 
the ram’s horn and compare the look, feel and sound of several 
shofarot. Tekiyah!!!

Kikar (Activity Field)

9:30am-12:30pm Camp Ramah at LimmudFest 
Drop-off from 9:30-9:45am, Pick up from 12:15-12:30pm

See Youth Program 
Booklet

9:45-10:25am

What's Jewish about Comedy?  
with Marcus Lustig & Jacob Kaplan 
Marcus Lustig and Jacob Kaplan are paving the way for dreamers 
everywhere: they are the first ever white male Jewish comedians 
to perform at Ramah Darom in early September 2022. Wow, 
pretty exciting. Groundbreaking and important work. Professional 
comedians and life-long Jews, Marcus and Jacob will lead a 
workshop trying to pin down what exactly the relationship is 
between comedy and Jewishness. Together we’ll investigate 
that relationship from a cultural, sociological, historical and 
psychological standpoint. First and foremost though, we’ll draw 
on Marcus and Jacob’s expertise in the technical theories about 
comedy works to explore how the Jewish perspective aligns with 
the Comedic perspective.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)
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Monday,  September 5, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

9:45-10:25am

Turning Text into Cheer with Aviva Perlo 
What is Jewish Cheerleading? It is a creative way of studying Torah 
through improvisation and community building. Too often people 
‘worship’ empty things like fame, fortune and exotic body types. 
Jewish Cheerleading dares to turn things upside down to bring 
holiness into all activities, even cheerleading. In this workshop, 
participants will spend the bulk of their time in small groups—
selecting pasukim or passages from the weekly Torah portion  
and developing a cheer/presentation with their teammates.  
Draw on Hebrew, English, Yiddish, poetic imagination, chants  
and movement as you wish. At the workshop’s end, participants  
will share their group’s innovative Torah presentation with the 
larger group.

Margam  
(Lakeside Pavilion)

Bukharian Jews: Their World, History & Culture  
with Sofia Seitchik 
Who are the Bukharian Jews? Were they really members of the 10 
Lost Tribes of Israel? Do they have their own language? What was 
their relationship to Sephardi and Ashkenazi Jews? Discover their 
fascinating world and customs through first-hand accounts, video 
and more. 

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

9:45-11:45am

Nature Themed Relief Printing with Judy Robkin 
Design and carve a nature themed drawing into a linoleum block 
then make your own print on a small printing press. Bring home 
a unique memory of your experience at Ramah and its beautiful 
surroundings. *First Come, First Served. Limited to 15 people.

Omanut 
(Arts & Crafts Center)

From the Oven: Persian Bread & Smoky Eggplant  
with Susan Barocas 
Nan-e barbari is a traditional Persian bread known for its crispy 
golden crust and soft, fluffy inside. Also called noon barbari, it looks 
like flatbread, just a little thicker and always sprinkled with sesame 
seeds, sometimes nigella seeds, too. We’ll use the camp’s outdoor 
oven to make babari, which was eaten throughout Persia and was 
a staple of Mizrahi Jewish communities. And while the oven is fired 
up, we’ll roast some eggplants, too, for a smoky eggplant dish, 
ending with tastings, of course.

Pizza Patio

Introduction to Scribal Arts with Shoshana Gugenheim Kedem 
Join Torah Scribe, Shoshana, in learning about the scribe’s tool 
box, forming basic letters, parchment and ink in this hands-on 
workshop. Come with curiosity, patience and joy. All are welcome. 
Children 11 and under should be accompanied by an adult.  
First Come, First Served. Limited to 15 people.

Mountainside 
Dining Hall



LimmudFest 2022  37  

Monday,  September 5, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

10:40-11:55am

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion: Policies & Practices  
for the Thriving Synagogue with Charlie Kramer 
Being an inclusive community does not need to be complicated. 
It all starts with you and how you interact with Disabled, BIPOC, 
LGBTQ+ and other marginalized groups in your community. In this 
session Charlie will simplify the “do's and don't's” of DEI (Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion) so your community can create a space where 
everyone is welcome, not just through policy, but in practice. 
Participants will learn about game-changing policies, practices 
and mindset shifts that can make their spaces more inclusive for 
all. *There will be a 15 minute Q&A at the end of this session, 
during which Charlie will be joined by Sofia Seitchik, a Jewish Deaf 
Congress board member.

Beit Knesset  
(Spiritual Center)

My Survival of the Holocaust with Manuela Mendels Bornstein 
Come meet Holocaust survivor, Manuela, and learn first hand how 
she and her family amazingly survived the Holocaust by hiding in 
a small village in Vichy France and rebuilt their lives in the years 
following liberation.

Moadon 
(Multipurpose Room)

Guide for the Spiritually Curious with Elizabeth Bahar 
Are you someone who struggles to understand what religion/
spirituality or even G-d can offer in your life? Frequently as a rabbi, 
Elizabeth Bahar finds herself connecting with people who fail to 
find religion speaks to them today. She will offer life lessons, share 
a draft chapter from her latest work and will tease out several life 
lessons from Sacred Texts (Hebrew BIble; Talmud and Kabbalah)  
to offer the opportunity to engage in a spiritual practice relevant  
in 2022.

Tent Next to the 
Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

Leonard Cohen, Revelation & the Yom Kippur War  
with Adam Klein 
Inspired by Matti Friedman's "Who By Fire: Leonard Cohen in the 
Sinai" (Spiegel & Grau, 2022) this session will offer a presentation 
on Leonard Cohen's experiences performing on the front lines 
in the Sinai during the Yom Kippur war, capped off by communal 
singing of a few relevant Cohen songs.

Margam 
(Lakeside Pavilion)

12:00-1:00pm

Lunch & Learn: Evolution of Diversity Within the Jewish 
Community with Nir Levy 
Join us for an interactive lunch and learn highlighting how the 
American Jewish community has evolved and must continue to 
evolve to be inclusive of multiethnic Jews. Learn how the American 
Jewish Committee (AJC) engages diversity within the non-Jewish 
world to activate diversity within the Jewish world. Discuss the 
complexities of building authentic relationships through a case 
study focused on the Atlanta Black Jewish Coalition (BJC), a historic 
coalition formed in 1982 that continues to ensure relationships 
between Black and/or Jewish thought leaders including young 
adults, CEOs, non-profit leaders, and prominent political figures, 
such as Gubernatorial candidate Stacey Abrams.

Lakeside Dining Hall



38 LimmudFest 2022

Monday,  September 5, 2022
TIME ACTIVITY                                                                                                          LOCATION

12:00-1:00pm Lunch Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

1:00pm

LimmudFest 2023 Raffle  
If you attended the Lunch & Learn, purchased an item at the shuk 
or were present at any Monday sessions before lunch, then please 
join us at 1 p.m. for your chance to win a free registration next year!  
You must be present to win the drawing.

Chadar Ochel  
(Dining Hall)

1:30pm L'hitraot! See You Next Year! 
Please make sure you are completely checked out of your accomodations by this time!

L'HITRAOT
See You at LimmudFest 2023!

Solutions to LimmudFest Crossword Puzzle from page 48: 

Solution:
UTAHSAVORUCLA
ROBEARENASOUR
SAARDEISMANTI
ASSOCSNEAKFED

THIEFTHERE
CORPSEERIE

BEGSESEAPPEND
AREGUITARSEKE
LIMMUDUSEASSN
MESONPLASM

TONICSOOTH
ADOYOUTHSERIF
PANSWREAKBANE
STEPAISLEAIDE
EASYNATTYELUL
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Presenters
Keith Abrams (he/him/his) received his BA 
in Psychology from Stanford University, a 
PhD in clinical psychology from Ohio State 
and completed post-doctoral fellowship 
at the Program in Human Sexuality at the 
University of Minnesota. He entered private 
practice in 1999 in Birmingham where he 

specializes in providing therapy for clients presenting with 
relationship, sexuality and gender issues, teaches sexual health 
education classes for students in grades 8-12 and taught a  
popular undergraduate “Human Sexuality” course at Samford  
University for 10 years. He was a monthly guest on the “Break-
fast Club” radio show, provides expert commentary for local 
media on relationship and sexuality issues and is a popular 
speaker at professional, public and community forums.

Melissa Baden (she/her/hers) is a therapist 
in the Atlanta area specializing in trauma 
and substance use. Melissa was a music 
teacher for 10 years before changing 
professions and uses music, art and other 
creative and experiential modalities in her 
work. Melissa is an active member of the 

Jewish community and serves as shatz (service leader) at  
Ahavath Achim Synagogue. 

Elizabeth Bahar (she/her/hers), currently 
president of the South East Central  
Conference of American Rabbis, was  
ordained in 2009 by Hebrew Union College 
where she also earned her MA in Hebrew 
Letters after receiving a BA in Philosophy 
from Brandeis. During her 9-year tenure at 

Temple B’nai Sholom in Huntsville, she won widespread  
recognition for promoting the congregation’s inclusiveness, 
innovative programming and welcoming environment for all 
who entered its doors. She was recognized by The Forward as 
one of “America’s 33 Most Inspirational Rabbis” in 2015. She 
has served at Temple Beth Israel in Macon since June 2020.  
She is the proud parent of a daughter Aiden and two sons, 
David and Daniel.

Dov Bar-Ilan (he/him/his) is an engineer, 
artist and crafter from Atlanta, GA. He is 
passionate about music, art, science, cats, 
literature and knitting, not necessarily in  
that order. 

Susan Barocas (she/her/hers) is a writer, 
cook, teacher and speaker with a passion 
for the foodways of Sephardic Jewry as well 
as the diversity of Jewish food and healthy, 
waste-free cooking. Susan was the guest 
chef for President Obama’s White House 

seders in 2014-2016 and was the founding director of the 
innovative project, the Jewish Food Experience. She speaks 
and cooks around the US and abroad and is a member of the 
International Association of Culinary Professionals and Les 
Dames d’Escoffier. Her latest project is SaVOR: A Sephardic 
Music & Food Experience, in partnership with Ladino singer 
Sarah Aroeste. SaVOR links the cultural touchstones of music 
and food that define Sephardic culture and tradition. 

Zachary Bercu (he/him/his) is a practicing 
interventional radiologist, an Associate 
Professor of Radiology at Emory and an 
Adjunct Associate Professor in Biomedical 
Engineering at Georgia Tech. He serves as 
the Assistant Division Director for Innovation 
and Strategy in Emory IR, the Program 

Director for Interventional Radiology-Integrated Residency and 
Co-Director of the Medical Innovation Track (open to all Emory 
and Morehouse residents). 

Heather Blake (she/her/hers) worked in 
 the Jewish professional field for thirteen 
years and has a passion for Jewish 
education. She is honored to be co-chair 
of LimmudFest this year. Heather received 
her dual MA in Near Eastern and Judaic 
Studies and Jewish Professional Leadership 

from Brandeis University in 2015. She has helped lead Jewish 
services and song sessions since 2004 and enjoys singing, 
dancing, yoga, Zumba and musical theater. Heather is  
married to Justin Blake and they have a 3-year-old daughter  
named Shira. 

Jerry Blumenthal is a retired Cardiologist 
after having practiced for 50 years in 
Marietta, Georgia. He has participated 
in the “Sippin’ and Smokin’” session at 
LimmudFest for several years and as 
an “occasional” cigar smoker, enjoys 
discussing good and safe cigar smoking. 

Manuela Bornstein (she/her/hers) was 
born in Paris to a Dutch father and a 
German mother. After the German invasion 
of France in 1940, the family escaped Paris 
and survived the war hiding in the Vichy 
south of France for 29 months with the 
help of French Christians who were active 

members of the French resistance. After the war, the family 
resumed life in Paris where Manuela attended school and took 
music lessons. In 1960, she moved to New York City, eventually 
married and had 2 sons. Manuela had a long career as a travel 
agent and followed her music passion as violinist in the Atlanta 
Community Symphony Orchestra for many years. Her survival 
story has been recorded by the Weinstein Holocaust Memorial 

LimmudFest 2022 Presenters
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Center at the William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum. 
She is one of six Georgians with connections to the Holocaust 
who have been honored in a permanent exhibition at the 
Georgia State Capitol. “Georgia’s Connection to the Holocaust” 
was installed on the first floor of the Georgia Capitol building in 
Atlanta in January, 2020.
 

Rachael Bregman (she/her/hers) is the 
rabbi for historic Congregation Beth  
Tefilloh in Brunswick, GA. She holds a BA  
in Human Development and Psychology 
with a double minor in Jewish Studies and 
Studio Art and a MA in Human Develop-
ment from Harvard. While working toward 

smicha (ordination) at HUC-JIR, she spent time studying Talmud 
and Mishna at Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies. In NYC, she 
ran the Soup Kitchen at HUC, served as the student rabbi at 
the Manhattan Hebrew Association for the Deaf and Brooklyn 
Heights Synagogue, worked as a chaplain for both Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and Mount Sinai Hospital and 
became a student chaplain in the US Navy. She was also a 
fellow with Rabbis Without Borders and a speaking fellow for 
American Jewish World Service. Upon ordination in 2010,  
Rachael joined The Temple in Atlanta, GA where she served 
for 3 years as the rabbi for Open Jewish Project. She currently 
serves on the boards of T’ruah, the Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council and is a founding member of Tzedek Georgia. 
She has recently been accepted into the first cohort of CLAL’s 
Clergy Leadership Incubator and speaks regularly against 
human trafficking. 

Gregg Brenner (he/him/his) arrived in 
Atlanta in 1976 as a graduate student at 
Georgia Tech in biochemistry. However,  
his life took a turn two years later when he 
started teaching high school chemistry at 
then Gordon High School in Decatur.  
Over the next five years while teaching, 

Gregg earned his MS at GA State. During this time, he became 
fascinated with the chemistry, art and business of neon. In 1979 
Gregg started The Neon Company on the site of former Jewish 
owned metal yards. 40 years later, Gregg is still fascinated by 
neon, producing art and signs for weddings, churches,  
and synagogues. 

Linda Brenner (she/her/hers) works in 
consulting, lives in Atlanta and is married to 
Gregg, the neon guy. They have two sons, 
Josh, a sophomore at the University of  
Wisconsin and Max, an 11th grader at  
Midtown High School. In her free time,  
she enjoys telling people what to do,  

practicing TikTok dances and taking long walks on the beach. 

Drew Cohen (he/him/his) is the director of 
the music program at the Weber School.  
He is a graduate of Brandeis University 
and the Pardes Educators Program. He has 
been teaching in Atlanta and leading music 
and tefillah (prayer) for 11 years. 

EJ Cohen (she/her/hers) has been attend-
ing the Limmud “mothership” in England  
for 25 years, and is thrilled to add Limmud 
Atlanta & Southeast to her American  
Limmud list! She holds MA degrees in Deaf 
Ed and in Jewish Ed and loves combining 
her three passions of Judaism, music and 

sign language. She has been a Jewish educator for over 50 
years and an interpreter for 42; she has interpreted for Naomi 
Less, Julie Silver, Eliana Light, and others, as well as the late  
Debbie Friedman.

Joel Dworkin (he/him/his) is the Program 
Manager for HAMSA (Helping Atlantans 
Manage Substance Abuse) at JF&CS.  
He is a long-time summer camp outdoor 
educator and new-ish Rebbetzin at  
Congregation Or Hadash in Sandy Springs. 

Robyn Dudley (she/her/hers), born in  
Augusta, GA, is the granddaughter of  
Eastern European immigrants who settled 
in Philadelphia and the daughter of parents 
 who ended up in Augusta in the early 
1950s. From an early age, Robyn learned 
about Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) by 

giving to others, loving Israel and her Judaism. Now a retired 
librarian, Robyn spends her time volunteering with the new  
Augusta Jewish Museum, helping those in need in her  
community and traveling to Israel to volunteer alongside 
IDF soldiers on army bases or helping to stimulate the Israel 
economy. Through her actions, Robyn teaches how to make a 
difference today for tomorrow. 

Mark Elliot (he/him/his) is an award- 
winning storm specialist and on-camera  
meteorologist for The Weather Channel  
for two decades and has covered just about 
every type of weather phenomena.  He now 
works as the Principal Meteorologist for 
AT&T. In addition he is the organizer of the  

Financial Weather/Climate Justice Initiative. 

Samantha von Ende (she/her/hers) is a 
progressive, a feminist, a Zionist and exists 
as such with zero existential contradiction. 
She is a trained lawyer, published scholar 
and academic expert in Israeli constitutional 
design. Sam has worked in university 
classrooms, on constitutional litigation, 

with Native American language revitalization efforts and as 
an international rule of law consultant. Presently she serves as 
Director of Academic Affairs for the Consulate General of Israel 
to the Southeastern US directing relations and developing 
strategic partnerships between Israel and the various academic, 
research and knowledge-sector institutions located within the 
Consulate’s seven-state region. She hails from the Midwest and 
attended the American Hebrew Academy in Greensboro, NC, 
two vibrant Jewish communities that she treasures. 



Delbert Felix (he/him/his) is a world- 
renowned bassist who was born and raised 
in the low country of South Carolina.  
He attended Beaufort High School, Florida 
A&M University and later Berklee College 
of Music in Boston. After serving in the US 
Navy, Delbert performed and recorded 

from the 1980s through the present with such important  
jazz luminaries as Wynton Marsalis, Branford Marsalis, Dizzy 
Gillespie, Joe Henderson, Doug Carn, Chris Potter, Terrell  
Stafford and many others. Known for his warm sound, great 
sense of harmony and swinging beat, Delbert is one of the 
most in-demand and influential bassists on the East Coast. 

Paul Flexner loves to drive and show his 
MGs around Atlanta, in the North Georgia 
mountains and around the country.  
He is a lover of single malt Scotch, which  
led him on a journey to Scotland a few  
years back where he visited 7 distilleries,  
communed with the sheep that outnumber 

the local population,drove on single lane roads on the right 
side of the highway and returned with a boatload of tales about 
how Scotch is produced. His career as an educator started in 
early childhood and concluded at the graduate level including 
teaching, administering, consulting and writing. He is a Past 
President of Limmud Atlanta & Southeast. 

Sarah Guillory (she/her/hers) has been  
a Nationally Certified Sign Language inter-
preter for 15 years in religious, educational, 
medical, business and Video Relay settings. 
She is Jewish with a Jewish husband and 2 
grown sons. She is passionate about acces-
sibility and universal design and enjoys art, 

movies, music, cooking, nature and adventures.

Ben Greenberg (he/him/his) is thrilled to  
be Limmud North America’s Director of 
Communities. A born and raised New 
Yorker, Ben worked for several Jewish 
educational organizations and synagogues 
in Manhattan before moving to Los Angeles. 
Prior to Limmud, Ben spent four years as  

the Director of Student Life of Hillel at UCLA. He received his 
Master’s in Jewish Education and Master’s in Jewish History 
from the Jewish Theological Seminary and spent a year 
studying at the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies. He is  
passionate about creating warm, engaging experiences for 
everyone who volunteers, attends or wants to connect with  
Limmud. He looks forward to many years of partnership with 
the Limmud community. When Ben isn’t working, he is doting 
on his daughter, Liora, exploring Los Angeles with his  
incredible wife, Sara, and cuddling with his mutt, Wallace. 

Shoshana Gugenheim Kedem (she/her/
hers) is an American/Israeli interdisciplinary 
artist, Torah scribe, curator and chutzpanit. 
She reimagines rituals and sacred objects. 
Shoshana was one of the first women in 
modern times to train and practice as a  
Torah scribe. She led the scribing of two 

Torah scrolls written collectively and exclusively by women.  

Her scribal work inspired her international Jewish women  
artists’ collaboration, Women of the Book. Today her work  
as a scribe manifests through Or Hadash | שדח רוע, an art 
in(ter)vention into the contemporary parchment-making  
industry, offering an alternative to the current reliance on  
industrial agriculture and re-turning it to the land, the people 
and the animals they tend. Shoshana is the Co-Founder and 
Director of Art/Lab, a Contemporary Jewish Artists Fellowship 
in Portland, OR. She is the founding Artist and Co-Curator of 
the Greensboro Contemporary Jewish Museum and its Social 
Practice Institute for Southern Jewish Artists in Greensboro, NC. 
Shoshana lives with her partner and children and their three 
chickens, two rabbits and rescue dog in a NE neighborhood 
of Portland, OR where she directs and curates the Gugenheim 
Portland situated in their family residence. 

Lisa Haddad (she/her/hers) is the Medical 
Director of the Center for Biomedical  
Research at the Population Council.  
She leads the clinical development efforts 
to advance the Center’s sexual and repro-
ductive health product portfolio, including 
novel reproductive health prevention tech-

nologies. Lisa completed the Brigham and Women’s Hospital/ 
Massachusetts General Hospital Integrated Residency Program 
in OB/GYN and her Complex Family Planning fellowship at 
Emory University School of Medicine. She has worked for 
over a decade at Emory in the Department of Obstetrics &  
Gynecology, Division of Family Planning as an Associate  
Professor and currently as Adjunct Associate Professor,  
providing comprehensive reproductive healthcare at Grady 
Memorial Hospital, Emory University hospitals and at  
independent reproductive health clinics across Atlanta.  
She is passionate about women’s health and rights and has  
pursued both behavioral and biological research to better  
understand the health needs of women around the world. 
 She has more than 150 publications in peer-reviewed journals 
and has received numerous awards for her teaching,  
mentorship, research and advocacy. 

Mimi Hall (she/her/hers) is active in the 
urban agriculture and foraging community 
and is passionate about healthy food as a 
right. Mimi serves on the boards of Jewish 
Family & Career Services and Concrete 
Jungle, an organization with a mission to 
leverage underutilized land into year-round 

food sources. Mimi worked in Jewish nonprofit and consulting 
prior to joining Cox Automotive and holds degrees from UT 
Austin and Georgia Tech. She lives in Atlanta with her husband 
Russell Gottschalk and son, Irving. They love exploring the city, 
picking fruit, cooking and spending time with family  
and friends. 

Reuben Haller (he/him/his) is one of  
several lay chant-leaders at Congregation 
Bet Haverim, where he also plays in the  
synagogue band and leads youth High 
Holiday Services. Reuben is a professional 
clown, musician and storyteller. Seriously. 
He enjoys creating Hebrew calligraphic art 

and is currently recording an album of original Jewish music. 
He lives in Atlanta with his partner, McKenzie Wren. 



42 LimmudFest 2022

Lauren Henderson (she/her/hers) originally 
hails from Spartanburg, SC and is thrilled to 
have returned to her Southern roots as the 
rabbi of Congregation Or Hadash in  
Atlanta, GA. She was ordained from JTS  
in 2016 with an MA in Midrash and a  
Certificate in Pastoral Care. Lauren was  

part of the Jewish Emergent Network Rabbinic Fellowship  
at Mishkan Chicago from 2016-2018 and then served as  
Mishkan’s Associate Rabbi and Director of Family Learning  
and Spirituality from 2018-2020. 

Louis Heriveaux (he/him/his), in addition 
to being an outstanding, in-demand pianist, 
is also a composer and producer in his own 
right. He has toured or recorded with  
Nnena Freelon, Jimmy Heath, Kenny  
Garrett and others. Louis has also written 
and produced music for several well-known 

R&B and Hip-Hop artists working with Timbaland, Genuwine, 
Jeezy, Jazze Pha, Rick Ross, TLC, Spyse, and rapper Snoop 
Dog. Louis continues to be one of the most influential jazz 
pianists in the Southeast and is well recognized as an important 
member of the Atlanta jazz community.  

Jacob Kaplan (he/him/his) is a NYC based 
writer, actor and comedian. Named a  
“2020 Comedian to Watch” by The Times, 
he writes and performs comedy across  
New York. He graduated from Columbia  
University and wrote Columbia’s annual 
“Varsity Show”. He currently hosts a monthly 

comedy show at Carolines on Broadway. Jacob also creates 
online comedy videos which have gained over 20 million views. 
He has worked for Late Night with Seth Meyers and is currently 
the writers’ assistant at Saturday Night Live. He has appeared  
in several SNL sketches, most notably as the character “Jacob 
the Page.” 

Yoni Kaplan (he/him/his) is an  
entrepreneur living in Atlanta. He is married 
to Eliana Leader and is the dad of girls Aria 
and Solelle. LimmudFest is always an  
opportunity for him to connect Judaism 
to his passions of music, the outdoors and 
making all sorts of things. Yoni is a former 

LimmudFest YAD, Fest Chair and current Limmud Atlanta & 
Southeast board member and volunteer. 

Jonathan Kauth (he/him/his) was born  
in Brooklyn and went to high school on 
Long Island where he volunteered with  
the Epilepsy Foundation. He also volun-
teered as a research assistant in the  
Sleep Laboratory at Maimonides Hospital 
in Brooklyn. He is a Vietnam Era Veteran. 

While in the Army he learned photography, which eventually 
became one of his lifelong careers. His parallel career was as  
a Stained-Glass Artist creating lamps, windows and mirrors.  
John donated finished stained glass art to PBS’s fundraising 
auctions. He has volunteered with the American Cancer  

Society, the Special Olympics, the American Red Cross, the 
Summerville, SC Museum and is presently doing photography 
and graphics for the Augusta Jewish Museum project. John has 
helped with Tikkun Olam (repairing the world).  

Adam Klein (he/him/his) is a singer/song-
writer who plays folk, folk rock, Americana 
and West African Mande music. He is 
also an upstart actor hailing from Athens, 
Georgia. He has extensive international 
experience, having served as a Peace Corps 
Volunteer in Mali and as a Group Leader 

with American Jewish World Service. He received an MA in 
Near Eastern & Judaic Studies from Brandeis University.  
Adam is currently the Member Services Coordinator at  
Congregation Shearith Israel and lives in Tucker with his  
wife and two daughters.  

Tracy G. Klirs (she/her/hers), AKA  
“Reb Tzaytl,” studied Yiddish at the Max 
Weinreich Summer Yiddish Institute in New 
York City and at the University of Chicago. 
She wrote her rabbinic thesis on the  
T’khines, women’s personal Yiddish prayers 
written from the 16th-20th centuries, which 

became the basis for a book, “The Merit of Our Mothers: A 
Bilingual Anthology of Jewish Women’s Prayers,” published 
by HUC Press in 1992. She has taught classes in Yiddish and 
conducted programs on Yiddish music and on the impact of 
Yiddish culture on American culture. Tracy has enjoyed an  
extensive career as a pulpit rabbi and Jewish educator all over 
the US and Canada. She resides in Charlotte, NC with her  
husband and 2 guinea pigs, and derives most of her nakhes 
from her 3 children and (keyn-a-hore) her five grandchildren. 

Charlie Kramer (he/him/his) is legally blind 
from Retinitis Pigmentosa. Charlie unites, 
magnetizes and elevates those around him. 
Recently featured in USA Today, he is a life 
coach for the Disabled, helping his clients 
gain vital self-advocacy skills, independence, 
 acceptance and guiding them to effectively 

accomplish their relationship and career goals. An international 
touring speaker, performer and musical artist, Charlie has 
traveled across North America, Israel and Australia sharing his 
talent and powerful message. He utilizes his blindness as a tool 
to educate people on the importance of inclusion, equality and 
radical self-acceptance. To learn more about Charlie, his offer-
ings and to work with him, visit www.charliekramervision.com. 

Rob Kistenberg (he/him/his) homesteads 
in Chamblee, GA. He has worked for over 
30 years as a Certified Prosthetist, a unique 
type of body work. Yoga, drumming, music 
and meditation have long been a part of his 
journey. He is currently working towards a 
PhD in Cognitive Psychology and is fasci-

nated by sensations and perceptions. Rob met his future wife at 
LimmudFest eight years ago and is so grateful for this Limmud 
community. 
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Elie Lehmann (he/him/his) grew up in 
Gainesville, FL and spent 10 summers 
as a camper and staff member at Ramah 
Darom. He is the newly appointed Director 
of Hadar Boston and the newest member of 
Hadar’s faculty. In 2017 Elie was ordained 
at Hebrew College Rabbinical School and 

has served as Campus Rabbi and University Chaplain at Boston 
University Hillel for the past 5 years. Elie served as the Inaugural 
Director of Kulanu’s Global Teaching Fellows, with whom he 
taught and supported Jewish communities in Kenya, Ghana, 
India and beyond. While in Rabbinical School, Elie was a  
Wexner Graduate Fellow and an American Jewish World  
Service Rabbinical Fellow. He holds undergraduate degrees 
from Columbia University and The Jewish Theological  
Seminary. Elie lives in Cambridge, MA with his wife Anya and 
their sons, Razi Shalev and Ziv. 

Nir Levy (he/him/his) is the Assistant  
Director for Leadership Engagement at 
American Jewish Committee’s Atlanta 
Office. Before starting at AJC in 2022, Nir 
worked as the Field Manager at OneTable 
where he elevated Southern hospitality 
across the Southeast by supporting  

thousands of safe Shabbat dinners during the pandemic  
and highlighted the beauty of a diverse Shabbat dinner table. 
A graduate of Emory University’s Goizueta Business School,  
Nir is a ninth-generation Jerusalem-born resident of Westview, 
Atlanta where he has lived for six years with his wife and cats. 

Amy Lustig (she/her/hers) is an attorney 
who lives in Washington, DC. She has two 
grown children: a son who is a comedian 
(and performing here at Limmud!) and 
producer in Nashville, and a daughter who 
is a Jewish Life Associate at Sixth and I in 
DC. Amy has been involved in a variety of 

Jewish camping and community activities over the years.  
She is an expert armchair psychologist and a deeply credible 
parenting advisor. 

Marcus Lustig (he/him/his) is a comedian 
from Washington, DC who lives in Nashville, 
TN. He has performed stand-up and improv 
on stages across the country including 
DC’s Source Theater, Chicago’s Second 
City and Nashville’s Third Coast Comedy 
Club. Marcus was the executive producer 

of Georgetown University’s Improv Association, the second 
oldest college improv group in the country only after a school 
that starts with an “H” and ends with an “-arvard.” Marcus leads 
creative development at 800 Pound Gorilla Media, the world’s 
leading comedy production company where he has developed 
and produced programming for SiriusXM and Comedy Central 
Digital. His mom thinks he’s a “very funny young man.” 

The Mamalehs are Shana Cohen (she/her/
hers); Ariela Freedman (she/her/hers); and 
Amy Robertson (she/her/hers). They are 
three good friends, talented singers,  
inquisitive Jews and fellow mamas in the 
trenches. They began singing together 
informally in 2015 and liked it - and each 

other - so much that they’ve kept it up, sharing their musical 
offerings at Shabbatservices, lifecycles and other Jewish and 
interfaith gatherings. The Mamalehs have a passion for cover-
ing heartfelt and dynamic versions of traditional Jewish music. 
You can find them on YouTube, Spotify, or wherever you get 
your music. 

Aviva Perlo (she/her/hers) is a health  
educator, writer, social worker, artist and 
Jewish Cheerleader. She has facilitated 
workshops for 15 years on public health, 
mental health, wellness, violence prevention 
and empowerment with at-risk youth and 
adults. Her first book is due out winter  

2022-23. Subscribe at www.creativecoping.us/contact. 

Elana Perry (she/her/hers) is the Director 
of the Jewish Education Collaborative at 
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta. Since 
2019, she has enjoyed working with Jewish 
educators and exploring possibilities 
to advance compelling Jewish learning 
throughout the community. Elana served as 

a Rabbi at Temple Sinai in Atlanta from 2007-2016 and Director 
of Family Education & Engagement at Isaac M. Wise Temple in 
Cincinnati, OH from 2016-2019. She loves camping, crafting, 
and Christopher Guest mockumentaries. Elana lives in Decatur 
with her husband Craig, their two kids Lilah and Asher and their 
dog Parker. 

Amy Price (she/her/hers) lives in Chamblee, 
Georgia with her husband, son and growing 
 numbers of chickens and beehives.  
Professionally, she supports people to find 
employment opportunities and to dream 
big for their lives. Amy also works with 
Repair the World as the faculty coordinator 

and with Camp Ramah Darom planting the garden. She spent 
time at Isabella Freedman working for The Teva Learning  
Center doing outdoor environmental education and farming  
at a youth village in Rwanda. Amy loves all things outdoors.

Edward Queen (he/him/his) is an  
historian by training with his avocational 
interests being Kabbala, Jewish magic and 
esotericism, Jerusalem and Zionism. He and 
his entire family are long-time Limmudniks, 
having been involved in Limmud Atlanta & 
Southeast almost from the beginning.  

A member of Kehillat Ohr Hatorah and Shearith Israel where he 
is on the Religious Life Committee, Edward currently serves on 
the boards of Limmud Atlanta and Limmud North America and 
teaches for the Lisa F. Brill Institute for Jewish Learning. Edward 
has a commitment to ensuring that greater attention is paid to 
the complex history of Jewish thought. 
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Ana Robbins (she/her/hers) is a charismatic 
social entrepreneur who catalyzed JKG, 
Jewish Kids Groups, a Jewish after school 
program with four locations in Atlanta. 
Robbins enjoys running long distances in 
the wilderness. 

Eric Robbins (he/him/his) is the President 
and CEO of Jewish Federation of Greater 
Atlanta. Eric brings a transformational mind-
set to his leadership by prioritizing the need 
for Federation to articulate a modern vision 
of its role and its relevance in the Atlanta 
Jewish community. He is an alumnus of the 

Atlanta cohort of the prestigious Wexner Heritage Program  
and completed a year of leadership training in Leading Edge,  
a program for North American Jewish CEO’s. He has been 
recognized in the Atlanta Business Chronicle and Atlanta 
Magazine as one of Atlanta’s most influential business leaders, 
is a member of the Rotary Club of Atlanta and an alumnus of 
Leadership Atlanta. Eric, wife Ana and daughter Sasha make 
time every Labor Day weekend to attend Limmud Atlanta & 
Southeast, which he helped found.   

Roni Robbins (she/her/hers) is an 
award-winning author and journalist.  
An editor/writer for Medscape/WebMD,  
she was associate editor of the Atlanta  
Jewish Times and a reporter in the ‘90s.  
For 35 years, she has been a reporter for 
daily and weekly newspapers and a free-

lancer for national, regional and online publications including 
The Huffington Post, Forbes, the New York Daily News,  
WebMD and Healthline. Robbins has interviewed major CEOs 
and politicians, as well celebrities Wolf Blitzer, Andy Gibb,  
Hank Aaron and Usher. Her novel “Hands of Gold,” loosely 
based on her grandfather’s life, was released in February  
and was an Amazon Breakthrough Novel Award historical 
fiction quarterfinalist.  

Judy Robkin (she/her/hers) is a native  
Atlantan, an artist and an educator. Her 
work has been shown in galleries through-
out the country. She teaches art in many 
places including her favorite, the John C. 
Campbell School in Murphy, NC. Judy 
enjoys sharing her love of art with students 

of all levels and ages. 

Navit Robkin Salzberg (she/her/hers) 
works for the Task Force for Global Health 
on the Child Health and Mortality Preven-
tion Surveillance (CHAMPS) Network Project 
developing procedures for child mortality 
and pregnancy surveillance in 8 sites in 
Africa and South Asia. She has worked 

with a variety of global health and development organizations 
including the CDC, the Carter Center and American Jewish 
World Service. Navit earned a Master of Global Public Health 
focused in Community Health and Development from Emory 
University’s Rollins School of Public Health. She has her  
 

200-hour Yoga Teacher Certification, has practiced vinyasa 
yoga for over 20 years and loves to flow! 

Rachel Rothstein (she/her/hers) teaches 
Social Studies, including Modern Jewish 
History, Israel History and Politics, and 
World War II and the Holocaust at the 
Weber School in Atlanta, where she is also 
the Director of the Abe Besser Israel Poland 
Experience. Rachel holds BA degrees in 

Political Science and Sociology, an MA in Jewish Studies and  
a PhD in History. She has received fellowships from the  
Polish-American Fulbright Commission, the YIVO Institute 
for Jewish Research and the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars. She served as an American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee (JDC) Jewish Service Corps volunteer 
in Timisoara, Romania, interned at POLIN The Museum of the 
History of Polish Jews in Warsaw and was an American Jewish 
World Service (AJWS) Global Justice Fellow. She is currently 
working on a book about the relationship between American 
Jews, Polish Jews and American and Polish government  
officials since 1968. 

Laila Rubin (she/her/hers) is a mother,  
Clinical Social Worker, Mental Health  
Therapist, Visual Artist and Director of 
Mental Health for The Mothers Creative. 
Laila has spent the majority of her career 
providing community-based mental health 
therapy to families with young children, 

working to enhance the attachment between parent and child 
and connecting families to resources when in need. Her work 
with The Mothers Creative utilizes art and journaling as a way 
to build connection, communicate and release stress through 
facilitated therapeutic artistic workshops, encouraging self-care 
and fostering peer support for early-stage mothers. Laila strives 
to empower mothers to help them feel more confident,  
competent and grounded in their parenting choices and  
experiences through deep listening, reflection, normalizing 
their experiences and highlighting their inherent strengths. 

Adina Rudisch (she/her/hers) is known by 
many names. Those under age 5 refer to her 
as “Morah Adina” or Miss Adina from joining 
her music classes and at Limmud Atlanta & 
Southeast she goes by “Program Manager”. 
This summer she was a “JDC Volunteer”  
in Hungary where she helped Ukrainian  

Refugees. Adina holds an MAT in Elementary Education,  
degrees in English and Theatre and will happily converse with 
you in French or Russian. 

Bruce Rudisch (he/him/his) is in private 
practice in Atlanta and is also a faculty  
member at the Emory University  
Psychoanalytic Institute. He attended  
medical school at Columbia University and 
was an undergraduate at The University 
of North Carolina. Prior to medical school, 

Bruce served in the United States Peace Corps in Malawi.  
He is from North Miami, Florida, attended Temple Israel of 
Greater Miami and had his Bar Mitzvah in Jerusalem at the  
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Har El Synagogue. Bruce lives in Morningside with his wife  
Adina and their children Noa and Ben. They are members of 
the Shearith Israel community. 

Clara Safra (she/her/hers) has been a  
Jewish studies professional for over 40 
years. Her hobbies are game playing  
and Israeli dancing. 

Ori Salzberg (he/him/his) is the creative 
director of Meaningful Media, a production 
company specializing in digital storytelling 
in film and music. He also works in the  
Jewish community as a spiritual  
music educator.

Melissa Scholten-Gutierrez (she/her/hers) 
is an engaging Jewish educator, dynamic 
programmer, and passionate community 
builder. She works to ensure that our  
Jewish communal organizations are more 
intentional—more intentionally Jewish, more 
intentionally diverse, more intentionally 

equitable. Melissa currently serves as the Director of Family  
Education and Engagement at the Jewish Federation of Greater 
 Atlanta and in communal volunteer roles including with the 
Jewish Women’s Fund of Atlanta, MACoM (Metro Atlanta  
Community Mikvah), National Council for Jewish Women 
(NCJW) and A Mitzvah to Eat. Melissa received rabbinic  
ordination from Maharat and her MSW from the University  
of Illinois. 

Sofia Seitchik was born in Samarkand, 
Uzbekistan and attended a boarding 
school for the deaf in St. Petersburg, Russia, 
formerly the Soviet Union, which forbade 
studying Judaism. At 16, she immigrated 
to New York City with her family where she 
learned about the Jewish way of life and  

the rich culture. She overcame adversities and followed her 
dream to form Global Deaf Women and publish the award- 
winning book “The Light of Deaf Women: Inspirational Stories 
from Visionaries, Artists, Founders, and Entrepreneurs.” She is  
a Certified life and business coach and program director
for Jewish Deaf Congress. She advocates for Jewish Deaf 
accessibility and inclusion. Sofia enjoys world travel, gourmet 
cooking, and volunteering. She is married to David Seitchik  
and is the proud mother of two teenage sons. 

Howie Slomka (he/him/his) is Co-chair  
of LimmudFest 2022 and has been a  
Limmudnik since it first came to Atlanta in 
2008. When not in Zoom meetings, Howie 
is a frequent leyner (Torah reader) at  
Congregation Shearith Israel and loves 
spending time outdoors with his wife  

Andrea and his three kids, five hens and Yofi the dog. 

Eli Sperling (he/him/his) served as the 
Senior Academic Research Coordinator at 
Emory University’s Institute for the Study of 
Modern Israel from 2012-2020 and taught 
as a guest Professor at the Tam Institute  
for Jewish Studies from 2019–2020. Since 
June 2020, he has served as a Postdoctoral 

Associate in Duke University’s Department of Asian and Middle 
Eastern Studies and Center for Jewish Studies. Beginning in  
August 2022, he will serve as the Israel Institute Teaching Fellow 
in the University of Georgia’s Department of International Affairs. 
Eli is the author of the forthcoming book “Singing the Land: 
Hebrew Music and Early Zionism in America” to be published  
by the University of Michigan Press. 

Gordon Vernick (he/him/his) is an  
accomplished trumpeter and head of  
Jazz Studies at Georgia State University.  
He recieved a Doctorate of Arts from the 
University of Northern Colorado, and has 
taught and performed from Costa Rica to 
Beijing and Moscow to Capetown. Jews 

and Jazz is the continuation of the program begun two years 
ago with The Breman Museum highlighting the contributions  
of Jews to Tin Pan Alley and the world of jazz. Vernick created 
the podcast Jazz Insights (http://jazzinsightsinfo.com/)  
downloaded by over a million people worldwide. 

Andrea Waterstone (she/her/hers) is a  
maternal mental health advocate, visual 
artist, yogi, Executive Director of The  
Mothers Creative and mother of one  
radically outgoing Spider-Man kiddo. 
Andrea serves on the Infant and Early 
Childhood Mental Health Resource of 

Georgia committee and the Maternal Mortality Stakeholders 
Group of Georgia. Through her own challenging postpartum, 
Andrea realized the lack of community support and resources 
for postnatal mental health. This devastation fueled the creative 
ideation of The Mothers Creative, an organization which pro-
vides therapeutic artistic workshops that encourage self-care 
and foster peer support, helping to destigmatize mental health 
challenges while confronting damaging Supermom narratives. 
It uses art as the great unifier with the goal of improving mental 
health and resiliency for early-stage mothers. 

Ariel Root Wolpe (she/her/hers) is a  
mother, musician and rabbi in love with 
nature. She founded and directs Ma’alot,  
an intown Atlanta spiritual community that 
elevates individuals through transformative 
practices rooted in music, nature-immersion 
and Jewish wisdom. In partnership with 

Ma’alot Builders, Ariel co-creates local, participatory, radically  
welcoming experiences guided by the belief that earth-based 
Judaism and embodiment helps us pray, heal and connect  
with our souls and all of creation. Originally from Philadelphia, 
she received her BA in religion and music at Emory University 
and ordination from Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies in 
Los Angeles, followed by a residency at Hadar’s Rising Song 
Institute. She now lives in Oakhurst with her husband Jon, two 
daughters and six chickens. Learn more about her work at 
www.maalotatlanta.com. 
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Paul Root Wolpe (he/him/his), PhD, is the 
Raymond Schinazi Distinguished Research 
Chair of Jewish Bioethics and the Director 
of the Center for Ethics at Emory University. 
His work focuses on the social, religious 
and ideological impact of technology and 
biotechnology on the human condition.  

He is Editor-in-Chief of the American Journal of Bioethics  
Neuroscience and served as the Senior Bioethicist at NASA.  
He was honored to be the commencement speaker and  
received an honorary degree at the American Jewish  
University in 2019, when his daughter Ariel received her  
rabbinical degree. Paul won the 2011 World Technology  
Network Award in Ethics, has a TED Talk with over 1.5 million 
views and was designated a “Brave Thinker of 2011” by Atlantic 
Magazine. Chosen by The Teaching Company as a “Superstar 
Teacher of America,” he has appeared on shows like  
60 Minutes and on PBS as well as the Science Times of the  
New York Times. 

Val Root Wolpe (she/her/hers) loves to 
awaken and express creative spirit and 
explore the mystery. After almost 30  
professional years in executive medical 
leadership search and coaching, Valerie 
is giving her energy more fully to life as a 
creative and a refugee and tree advocate.  

She is Bubbe to two twinkling granddaughters, Mom to two 
extraordinary daughters Ariel and Kendra, and wife to her  
beloved Paul. She connects with the unique spark within  
herself and others through nature, hiking, writing, music, 
pottery, poetry, art, yoga, meditation, chant, most everything 
Jewish, and real conversation. Val is grateful to the joyous  
and loving Atlanta Limmud-niks for enlivening her life!

McKenzie Wren (she/her/hers) is a  
facilitator who works in multiple arenas to 
support connection and growth. As Wren 
Consulting, she works with businesses 
and non-profits to support inclusion and 
belonging. As Ma’ayan Spiritual Arts, she 
facilitates art, ritual and connection through 

Earth-based, embodied Jewish practices uplifting the Divine 
Feminine. She is also the program manager for the Southern 
Jewish Network for Gender and Sexual Diversity (SOJOURN). 
At the heart of everything she does is the belief in the power 
of relationship, community and connection to nature. Whether 
facilitating art experiences, ritual or ceremony, workshops or 
classes, McKenzie creates a space where each person is seen,  
heard and valued and has an authentic experience. 

Julian Yudelson (he/him/his) is a retired 
professor of marketing and a lifelong Bible 
learner in both formal and informal settings. 
He seeks to understand and interpret  
biblical texts from a religious, historical,  
literary and contemporary perspective. 
An Atlanta native, he recently returned 

home to family and high school friends (Grady High ‘56).  
He now leads a regular Shabbos Parsha class at his  
seniors’ complex. 

Larry Yudelson (he/him/his) is the Atlanta 
born founder of Ben Yehuda Press, a  
transdenominational Jewish publishing 
company. He has worked as a reporter for 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency and the 
New Jersey Jewish Standard, helped launch 
pioneering Jewish websites in the 20th  

century and even taught Jewish studies at the high school level. 
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Thanks to Those Who Made
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ACROSS

1 State with Jazz
5 Give taste to
10 Limmud NA's Ben    
Geenberg's Hillel home
14 After-bath wear
15 Beit Am - west side steps 
16 Lemony

17 France & Germany river
18 Belief in G-d
19 ADL intro
20 Lobbyist grp.
22 Swipe
24 What your Bubbe did to you 
25 Robber
27 Dreydel Shin
29 Zahal
32 Strange
35 Pleads
38 Tel Aviv to Jerusalem Dir. 
39 Attach
40 To be
41 Charlie Kramer's tools
43 Stretch to make do
44 Jewish Learning For All!
46 Apply
47 See 20 acr.
48 Subatomic particle
49 A part of part of blood

51 Gin Mixer
54 __ sayer (prophet)
57 Much ___ About Nothing 
59 LimmudFest campers
62 Backfires
64 Meat and Dairy fryers
66 __ havoc
68 Scourge
69 Hora instruction
70 Mechitza midway
71 Embassy helper
72 Take it ____ this Labor Day

Weekend!
73 Well dressed
74 Hebrew Month of reflection

DOWN

1 __ Major (Big Dipper)
2 L'Chaim!
3 Humiliate
4 Selfless acts
5 Tisha B'Av mood
6 Greek god of war
7 Blue blood carrier
8 Beginning
9 Our Gorgeous Home for the

Weekend
10 Israel's #1 ally 
11 Volunticipants

12 King David's strings
13 Negev conditions
21 Corp. Big Macher
23 Playing for ______
26 Jewish psychoanalyst
28 One set in weight training 
30 Tire warning unit
31 Shidduch
33 Soferet's needs
34 Bereshit address
35 It's on your lips
36 Cleveland's lake
37 Choshen pieces for Kohen   
      Gadol
39 Regions
41 Sacking
42 Interpreters at Limmud Fest 
45 Last word from a red heifer 
47 One-celled animals
50 Distress call
52 Midwestern state denizen 
53 Pope's governing organization 
55 Hiker's mix
56 Large eastern religion
57 Church niche
58 Information
60 SAT, ACT, GRE
61 Stop moving
63 Emote
65 Mossad agent
67 Musical range
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ramahdarom.org

Summer Camp • Family Camps • Year-Round Retreats 
Discover Ramah Darom

YEAR-ROUND RETREATS DATES DESCRIPTIONS

Book It To Sukkot Oct 14-16, 2022 A fun-filled weekend for families with children (ages 2-8) in  
partnership with PJ Library.

Jewish Women’s Getaway Nov 6-9, 2022 An opportunity to explore your unique Jewish journey, express
creativity, enjoy inspiring sessions, build community and have FUN!

Winter Break Family Camp Dec 27, 2022- 
Jan 1, 2023

Camp fun for the whole family, with counselor-led programming, 
inspiring session and a rockin’ New Year’s celebration.

PJ’s Grand Getaway Jan 27-29, 2023
A special weekend designed for grandparents and grandkids  
(ages 6-12) in partnership with PJ Library Atlanta. Parents are also 
welcome to join the fun!

Southern Schmooze Feb 3-5, 2023 An opportunity for participating Southeast communities to connect
as individual congregations and celebrate Jewish life as a region.

B’Teavon NEW Feb 17-20, 2023
A culinary exploration through the history, diversity, connections  
and tastes of all things Jewish food, developed in partnership with 
Gefilteria (co)LABS.

Passover Retreat Apr 4-14, 2023 An all-inclusive, family-friendly, kosher for Passover Retreat.

KAYITZ (SUMMER) 2023 DATES DESCRIPTIONS

Ta’am (Taste) of Ramah June 5-10 A 5-night program for rising 2nd graders. 

Garinim
Aleph: June 21–July 2
Bet: July 12–23

An 11-night program for rising 3rd graders. 

Nitzanim K’tzara (Short) July 5-23 An 18-night option for rising 4th graders.  

4-Week Sessions Aleph: June 7–July 2
Bet: July 5–30

Nonstop fun rooted in a strong foundation of Jewish learning for rising 
4th-10th graders.

Gesher Leadership Program June 7–July 30 An 8-week program for rising 11th graders.

Ramah Bamah NEW July 5-19 A two-week specialty program during Sesion Bet for rising  
8th-10th graders interested in musical theater.

Camp Yofi Aug 2-6 A nationally recognized programdesigned for families with children
6-13 years old who have autism spectrum disorder.

Through the Henry and Annette Gibson Tikvah Support Program, Ramah Darom supports campers and young adults  
with neurodevelopmental disorders such as autism spectrum disorder, Down syndrome, intellectual  
disabilities, communication disorders, ADHD, anxiety disorders and other disabilities. 
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SAFETY & SECURITY
Ramah Darom has developed comprehensive safety and security protocols in consultation with the the Security  
Committee of our Board of Directors, the Secure Community Network and the Rabun County Sheriff’s department. 
Highlighted below are key elements of our protocols. We ask all guests to review this document with your family at  
the beginning of your stay.

Every building has an emergency exit plan posted and is equipped with fire extinguishers. 
PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF EMERGENCY EXITS WHENEVER YOU ENTER A BUILDING. 

The Sheriff’s department has an on-site officer guarding our Clayton campus 24 hours/day  
throughout this retreat.

MEDICAL EMERGENCY
First aid kits and AEDs are available at the Welcome  
Center reception desk, the Concierge Desk, the Marcus 
Lodge Hotel community room (ground floor), the  
Mountainside Retreat Hotel kitchenette (lower level),  
the Lakeside Hotel sitting room (bottom floor) and in  
the Main Dining Room.

In the Event of a Medical Emergency:
•  IMMEDIATELY DIAL 911. Give location, sex and  

approximate age of victim and if possible, the type 
of emergency. Then dial 706.782.9300 from your cell 
phone or any campus phone and follow the prompts to 
alert a Ramah Darom staff person of your emergency.

•  Stay with the injured person until help arrives. Try to 
calm, reassure and stabilize the person. Never move  
an injured person with a suspected neck or back injury.

•  When medical staff arrives at the scene, summarize the 
situation and answer question

SEVERE WEATHER
Thunder and/or Lightning:
•  Gather your family/group and move to a safe area  

(large indoor facility, bunk porch or common room)  
until the weather has passed.

Tornado Warning:
•  Head immediately to one of the following designated 

emergency locations: Welcome Center Hotel lower level 
hallway, Marcus Lodge lower level community room,  
Mountainside Hotel lower level hallway, Levine Center 
lower level hallway and lower level common space of 
bunks 1/2 or 29/30.

• When at location, stay away from windows.
•  Stay at designated emergency location until  

the “all clear” signal has been given over the  
emergency speakers.

FIRE
If You Spot a Fire:
•  Leave the building and do not re-enter to remove  

personal property.
•  IMMEDIATELY DIAL 911. Give location, and if possible, 

type of fire (grease, electrical, paper, etc.). Then dial 
706.782.9300 from your cell phone or any campus 
phone and follow the prompts to alert a Ramah Darom 
staff person of your emergency. The office will sound the 
fire alarm throughout the campus.

• If a phone is not accessible, sound the closest fire alarm.
•  If a campus-wide fire alarm is sounded, all guests  

should proceed immediately to the kikar (field in  
front of the Levine Center/Dining Hall) and remain  
there until the “all clear” signal has been given over  
the emergency speakers.

•  If the fire occurs on or near the kikar, all guests should 
proceed to the Beit Am (covered basketball court).

ACTIVE SHOOTER
•  EVACUATE if at all possible, leaving the area by the 

quickest route available. If necessary, leave the campus 
grounds. Leave your belongings behind.

• Call 911 as soon as it is safe to do so.
•  If you are not able to evacuate, HIDE OUT in an area out 

of the active shooter’s view. Block entry to your hiding 
place. If possible, lock the door. Silence your cell phone 
(including vibrate mode) and remain quiet.

•  TAKE ACTION only as a last resort and only when your 
life is in imminent danger. Attempt to incapacitate the 
shooter. Act with physical aggression and throw items 
at the active shooter.

•  When law enforcement arrives, remain calm and 
follow the officers’ instructions. Immediately raise  
hands and spread fingers. Keep your hands visible  
at all times. Avoid quick movements toward officers 
whenever possible.
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Exciting Plans to Expand

For additional information, please visit 

ramahdarom.org/kadima
The Kadima! Campaign is a comprehensive plan supporting  

leadership, accessibility, education and fun through capital 

projects, program initiatives and endowments.

Ramah Darom has exciting plans for LimmudFest’s home and we want you to be part of building the future. 

Program Center Gesher Village Welcome Center Extension
• Multi-functional building next to  

the amphitheater in place of the 
original dining hall 

• Indoor program and recreational 
space for our summer camp staff, 
campers and year-round guests

• Phase one of comprehensive plan

• Created on recently acquired 45-acre 
property on the east side of Ramah 
Darom’s campus

• New home for our Gesher  
Leadership Program

• Indoor and outdoor programming 
space to be used all year long

• Self-contained facility 
• Needed space to grow our 

Tikvah Vocational Program
• Offers opportunities to host  

smaller retreats 
• Home of a future year-round  

Jewish leadership program

Additional Campus/Programmatic Expansions
New Teaching Kitchen, Lower Roads Refresh, Gan Expansion, Wooded Outdoor Programmatic Walkway

Canopy Walk, Ziplining Course, Waterslides, Bouldering Wall, Mountain Biking Trail and More
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RECREATION         MEETING SPACES             LODGING

atlanta     southeast

A Tennis Courts
B Hockey Court
C Basketball Courts
D Farm
E Breicha (Swimming Pool)
F  Sand Volleyball Courts
G  Beit Am (Covered Basketball Court)  
 Ramah Garden
H  Odyssey Course
I Kikar (Activity Field)
J   Alpine Tower, Climbing Wall & Swing
K  Timber Challenge Course
L  Medura (Lakeside Fire Pit)
M Archery Range
N Omanut (Arts & Crafts Center)
O  Gan (Nursery)
P Agam (Lake) & Boat Dock
P P Softball Field

Q Mountaintop Pavilion
R  Future Home of the Program Center 
S  Beit Am (Covered Basketball Court)
 Amphitheater
 Ramah Garden
T  Mirpeset Tefillah  
 (Mountainside Pavilion) 
U Pizza Oven & Fireplace Patio 
V  Levine Center 
 Ohel (Tent) & Portico
 Chadar Ochel (Dining Hall)  
 Mountainside Chadar Ochel   
 Lakeside Chadar Ochel    
 Moadon (Multipurpose Room)
 Beit Knesset (Spiritual Center)  
 Mercaz Aryeh (Library)
 Fitness Center
W Margam (Lakeside Pavilion)
X Treehouse

Y  Welcome Center
Z Cottages (Z1 – Z5)
AA  Marcus Lodge
BB  Mountainside Hotel
CC  Deluxe Cabin (1-4)
DD Mountainside Cabins (1-12)
EE Lower Roads Cabins (13-20)
FF  Lakeside Cabins (21 – 32)
GG  Lakeside Hotel

SCAN TO GIVE!


