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On behalf of the Kaplan Mitchell Retreat Center team, the entire Ramah Darom staff, and our Board of  
Directors, it is my pleasure to warmly welcome you to our Clayton home for Limmud 2018! Limmud 
Atlanta + SE and Ramah Darom have been supporters of one another for many years, but in this, the 10th 
LimmudFest at Ramah Darom, our partnership has deepened in a substantial way. 

Ramah Darom is a unique place for exceptional experiences where Jewish living and learning to come 
to life. We seek to partner with other organizations in providing deep and meaningful Jewish moments 
in a beautiful setting with outstanding hospitality. Limmud is an organization distinct in its core values of 
choice, volunteerism, learning, and growing. No other experience prides itself on encouraging arguments 
for the sake of Heaven, nor empowering its participants to see themselves as both learners and teachers, 
in such an authentic way as Limmud does. In times of increasing polarization of our collective discourse, 
this program seeks to double down on its effort to bring a variety of voices and opinions to the table, and 
be a space where participants are exposed to new and different ways of thinking, particularly about  
Judaism and themselves. 

LimmudFest is the first content program in our Retreat Center season. In many ways I think of it as the 
signature event which provides participants a taste of all the opportunities to come in the year at Ramah 
Darom. Limmud encapsulates the full spectrum of values and experiences we seek to provide here at 
Ramah Darom, where Judaism can grow and thrive and where Jews of all backgrounds can come 
together for positive, inclusive, and inspiring programs. It is for this reason that Limmud Atlanta + SE 
is the right partner to help us set the stage for our programmatic year.

We at Ramah Darom are blessed to work with Limmud Atlanta + SE in making magic here on our campus. 
I am truly moved by the love and effort this team of volunteers has put in to creating such a thoughtful and 
exciting program. Thank you to everyone who has worked hard on LimmudFest 2018, and I look forward 
to sharing in an exceptional weekend together.  

Bivracha,

Eliana Leader
Director
Kaplan Mitchell Retreat Center at Ramah Darom
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Dear Friends

It is with great pleasure that I am writing to wish a hearty Mazel Tov to everyone at Limmud Atlanta + SE 
on your 10th Limmud Fest. I know how dedicated the team is and I have no doubt that this year’s special 
anniversary event will be vibrant and exciting. I’m just sorry to be missing out!

Limmud’s growth around the world has been astounding. Limmud’s unique model of volunteer-led, 
cross-communal, multi-generational and transformational Jewish experiences is now truly global. There 
are now 89 Limmud communities in 42 countries around the world. In 2017 there were 72 Limmud events 
run by 4,000 volunteers with 40,000 participants. Limmud is now truly a global community and we en-
courage you to attend Limmud events in other parts of the world if you are able to do so (you can find out 
more at www.limmud.org).  

It is an important milestone that Limmud Atlanta + SE has reached double figures and my congratulations 
therefore to the wonderful teams who have put so much effort into creating and nurturing this Limmud 
community over the last decade. I have no doubt that this year’s event will be a great success and will see 
Limmud Atlanta + SE go from strength to strength.

David Hoffman
Chair, Limmud 
August 2018
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Greetings,

There are a few places that always bring out the best in us, places that we visit more than once because we find  
tremendous enjoyment and inspiration.  For many in our Jewish community, Israel is at the top of the list. For 
those of us who return year after year to LimmudFest, joining with our friends and families at the beautiful Ramah 
Darom over Labor Day Weekend feels like a close second.  As I write this note weeks before Fest, I am sitting in 
Jerusalem on a very special family trip.  Knowing that I will be carrying these memories with me when we gather 
again for our 10th LimmudFest only reminds me of how significant Limmud has become for many of us over the 
last decade.

We began small with a single day of celebrating learning and Jewish life at Oglethorpe University.  Those of us 
who were there at the beginning remember well the over 600 attendees who flooded the campus and stretched 
the capacity of the classrooms.  We learned then as we know today that Limmud is something special – not just 
because of the learning and the singing and the sharing of our Judaism – but because of the people who joined 
with us in creating Limmud.  Limmud is the volunteers who work year round to create the program and tend to 
all of the details, as well as the hundreds of participants who bring enthusiasm, energy and creativity to each and 
every one of our events.

As we entered our 10th year, Limmud Atlanta & Southeast created a new partnership with Ramah Darom and the  
Kaplan Mitchell Retreat Center that is already making a dramatic difference in the quality of the Limmud  
experience. With the expertise of the Ramah team, the registration process and the development of many of our 
programmatic initiatives have been streamlined.  We hope you have noticed the improvements.

For those of us who have attended many LimmudFests, and for those of you who are here for the very first time,  
I want to welcome you and to invite you to open your minds and hearts to this beautiful setting, to the challenging 
ideas, and to the warmth of being surrounded by Limmudniks from across the Jewish world.  As we share with 
each other, let us all remember that LimmudFest is one small fragment of our Jewish lives. As we continue to  
explore our Jewish selves in other settings, spreading the enthusiasm of LimmudFest will add a special enrich-
ment to everyone around us and, hopefully, encourage many others to join us in the future.

On behalf of my colleagues and friends on the Board and Leadership Team, I want to take this moment to wish 
you Shana Tova U’Metuka – a year filled with sweetness, health, learning and many new friends from Limmud.

Paul Flexner
President
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Bruchim Ha’baim - Welcome to Ramah Darom for this year’s annual LimmudFest!
 
As the Kaplan Mitchell Retreat Center Program Coordinator, I have the great honor of planning and 
implementing the Ramah Darom Year-Round Programs, and I support the incredible LimmudFest team 
in their work. Here at Ramah Darom, we partner with many organizations throughout the year to create 
innovative and immersive Jewish experiences. Each year I look forward to LimmudFest, as it is by far the 
most empowering program for participants through its volunteer-led leadership, teaching  
opportunities, and vast selection of session choices. I get to see the passion that fuels the volunticipants 
as we collaborate with one another to ensure that all the pieces of this retreat fit together smoothly. It 
takes real partnership, and A LOT of work to make this weekend a success, and I’m grateful to everyone 
who has put this magical program together.  
 
This year, LimmudFest happens to fall one week before Rosh Hashanah. It is a special opportunity  
to reflect together on our past year, learn from one another, pray and sing together, and spiritually  
prepare for this season of the High Holidays. There is no better place to do this then looking out ove 
r our lake, hanging with new and old friends on the porch, praying in the Lakeside Pavilion or learning 
in our Beit Midrash. Personally, I’m looking forward to singing and harmonizing together after Shabbat 
meals.
 
When we reflect, prepare, and open our hearts to our best selves, we improve year after year. I know 
that the time and effort put in by this team will make this year’s LimmudFest the best yet!
 
B’Shalom,

Emily Kaiman
Program Coordinator
Kaplan Mitchell Retreat Center at Ramah Darom
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Limmudniks,
 
As you settle into your cabins and hotel rooms, preparing for a memorable weekend ahead, we wish a hearty 
welcome to new and returning participants.  To those who are attending LimmudFest for the first time, we 
welcome your enthusiasm, talents, and fresh perspective; they will all be huge contributions to the community 
over the next few days.  
 
The opening Mishnah of chapter 4 of Pirkei Avot, Ethics of Our Fathers, offers an answer to the universal 
question: “Who is wise? One who is willing to learn from every person”. Traditionally this passage is read as an 
instruction guide to those who seek to increase their wisdom or to instill a sense of humility in the privileged or 
well educated. While we’d all like to be beneficiaries of this adage, let us consider the role of “every person”, 
the anonymous individual who is willing to add their perspective to the pot of ideas. Without them the quest for 
wisdom would be incomplete, and we would all be more hesitant to speak on what we believe in.
 
This concept encapsulates two of Limmud’s most important values: that everyone can be a teacher and the 
essential role that volunteers play in our community These are the common threads that, for the better part of 
four decades, have made Limmud events possible in 89 communities across 40 countries. While culture and 
demographics differentiate the Limmud events occurring across the world, the values of equal participation 
and community building remain constant. The notion that everyone and anyone can be a teacher as well as a 
student means everyone can learn something new this weekend and, equally important, everyone has some-
thing to contribute. Indeed, while our community is comprised of well-established minds from the academic, 
business, and nonprofit worlds, our name tags lack titles and accolades to further this principle.
 
Lastly, we would like to recognize the ongoing partnership with Ramah Darom. The Kaplan Mitchell Retreat 
Center continues to serve as the ultimate venue to enjoy a range of experiences in a relaxing and hospitable 
environment. Over the years Ramah has been much more than a host for our yearly retreat and has become 
an essential element of the Limmud experience.  In this, our tenth LimmudFest, we want to thank our partner 
Ramah and its staff who have helped Limmud Atlanta + Southeast develop from its infancy to become the 
program it is today.
 
We can’t wait to hear the songs you write, eat the bread you bake, and absorb the wisdom you share.  
 
See you around the campfire, 

Matthew Strauss & Yoni Kaplan
Co-chairs
LimmudFest 2018

Fest
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Mission

Values

Limmud Mission & Values

OUR MISSION
To celebrate Jewish life and learning in all of its diversity by bringing together Jews of all backgrounds  
and ages for a multi-day retreat experience. We are driven by the belief that diversity of perspective,  
dedication to learning in its broadest sense, and a strong sense of volunteerism are keys to mobilizing  
and inspiring Jewish individuals and community.

OBJECTIVES
Learning: To nurture and support people in their Jewish discoveries, providing them with informal mentoring and  
educational experiences.

Diversity: To provide a wide variety of Jews with numerous points of connection to Jewish life, including intellectual,  
spiritual, emotional, familial, and communal.

Volunteerism: To foster a strong volunteer corps who, through planning and participating in our events, experience  
the power of volunteerism by building Jewish identity and community.

CORE VALUES
Learning: We foster the creation of a learning environment in which people are able to reflect and grow – a place where  
everyone can be a teacher and everyone can be a student.

Community and Mutual Responsibility: LimmudFest is a learning community in which we can achieve more together 
than we can individually.

Diversity: We believe in the richness of our diverse community and strive to create inclusive and cross-generational experiences.

Empowerment: We inspire people to be ambitious about their contributions; we challenge people to push themselves  
toward their potential; we empower people to make informed choices.

Participation: We are all responsible for each other and for the community we create – everyone has an important  
contribution to make, and volunteerism is an essential feature of everything we do.

Fostering Connections: We recognize the importance of providing a space where emotional and intellectual  
connections can be made.

Expanding Jewish Horizons: LimmudFest strives to create collective and individual experiences through which we  
strengthen and develop our Jewish identities.
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Mission

Values

In Memory

In Memory of 
Murray Friedman & Naomi Friedman Rabkin

Murray Friedman Z”L
The Limmud Atlanta & Southeast community mourns the loss of our dear friend, Murray Friedman 
z”l. Murray and Lynn Friedman have been ardent Limmudniks and lovers of Ramah Darom. They 
have attended nearly every LimmudFest and have supported the community in countless ways. 
Murray will be deeply missed and we send our heartfelt condolences to Lynn and the family. Jodi 
Mansbach, one of our founders, shared this memory of Murray: “I still remember the first time I met 
Murray at our first Limmud at Ramah Darom. We stood on the porch overlooking the kikar (the field) 
and Murray had tears in his eyes. He said that Limmud was exactly what he envisioned at Ramah Darom 
when they built the camp as a retreat center, and that he was so proud and fulfilled seeing us bring it to 
a reality. I realized then that we had done something good!  Each year, Murray and I have replayed that 
scene on the porch and I will miss seeing him this year, but will always remember those conversations.”

Naomi Rabkin Z”L
Naomi Friedman Rabkin z”l was Limmud Atlanta & Southeast’s first Executive Director and an  
inspiration to so many in this community. Naomi’s life ended far too soon at age 44. Naomi loved 
ritual -- she had a knack for reinventing rituals and along the way building community. Food  
sustainability and food justice were among Naomi’s true passions, and it’s how many of us met her. 
In 2007, before it was trendy, Naomi put Shearith Israel on the map as the first congregation in the 
southeast to have a CSA -- community supported agriculture. She was the driving force behind 
Atlanta’s first public space sukkah at the Oakhurst Community Garden, and when she and her 
family moved to San Diego, Naomi again left her mark by developing a 67-acre farm for Leichstag 
Foundation. It became a thriving vineyard, food forest, Jewish event-space and so much more. It 

still doesn’t make sense that this passionate force for good is no longer in our world, bringing even more joy and beauty to 
her friends and family and the circles and circles that swirled around her. Naomi Rabkin’s memory is truly a blessing.
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Information

Limmud A-Z 
General Information

Accessibility: All of the program buildings at the Ramah Darom Retreat Center are wheelchair/handicap accessible. There is a 
golf cart shuttle available for those who need assistance getting around. Please visit the help desk or contact a member of the 
Limmud Leadership Team with a walkie-talkie or Limmud Atlanta & Southeast volunteer vest for help. There is also a Shabbat 
elevator in the Levine Center for easy access between the floors in that building. The Levine Center has an elevator that operates 
in ‘Shabbat mode’ which automatically runs over the course of Shabbat. 

Alcohol: There will be a bar available Friday night, Saturday night and Sunday night from 9pm to midnight. Wine, beer and 
snacks will be available. Guests must be at least 21 to drink and must be served by a bartender. 

Cars and Parking: The speed limit on campus is 5mph. Please park only in approved parking locations. We will not be  
responsible for any damage caused to cars parked in illegal spaces. Guests may not use their vehicles to travel around campus. 

Cell Phone Use: Cell phone signals can be spotty. We suggest enabling your WiFi calling if your phone has this feature. If you 
find a good spot, stay put!

Check-in: Check-In will begin on Friday at 2:00 pm at the Welcome Center. Late Check-in on August 31st will be available after 
dinner at the Help Desk. The reception desk at the Welcome Center will be staffed daily until 10:00pm.  The Reception Desk 
phone number is (706) 782-9300. After regular Registration and Check-in ends, all late registrations will be at the  
Help Desk on the Limmud Porch.  

Check-out: Please clean your room and make sure you have all your belongings.  Check-out is Monday at 12:00pm.  

Clothing: Our atmosphere is casual. For Shabbat we recommend bringing dressier attire. Temperatures can drop quickly in  
the evenings and early mornings so we do suggest layering your clothes. Bring comfortable shoes, and rain gear just in case!

Drinking Water: All water on our property is underground mountain spring water – great for drinking! Reusable drinkware will 
be provided to guests at registration.

Driving Directions: Online mapping and navigation systems can be inaccurate in the mountains. If you intend to go off campus 
during your stay, please refer to the driving directions we emailed you.

Emergencies: In the event of an emergency, call 911 or 7-911 from any landline on campus. Be prepared to state the nature of 
the problem and your location (70 Darom Lane, Clayton, Georgia 30525). Please also dial 9300 internally or (706) 782-9300 to 
reach our receptionist who will help notify a staff member of the situation. 

Food: The Kaplan Michtell Retreat Center is a kosher retreat campus which employs a full time Orthodox mashgiach and serves 
only Glatt Kosher. All meals will be served in the Dining Hall – see the daily schedule for meal times. Please honor this policy by 
not bringing in outside food. (Kosher baby food is permitted)

Gym: For safety reasons, only guests 16 and older are welcome to use the gym, located on the ground floor of the Levine 
Center. The gym is equipped with bikes, treadmills, elliptical, bench press benches, crossfit equipment, multi-purpose weight 
machine, medicine balls, gym bands and yoga mats. Please keep all gym equipment inside the gym.

Heated Accommodations: All accommodations are heated. Each cabin building has a thermostat located in the common 
entryway that controls all cabins within the building. Please be mindful of your neighbors’ needs if you change the setting of the 
thermostat.

Lake Usage: Boating, canoeing and other lake activities will be available on Sunday only, at the lake outside the Levine Center, 
and supervised by certified lifeguards. Please see the schedule for activity times.
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Limmudfest

Levine Center Meeting Rooms: The following meeting rooms are all located in the Levine Center (beneath the Dining Hall) and 
may not be labeled on your map:

• Library  • Library Conference Room • Spiritual Center  • Multi-Purpose Room  • Exercise Room 
 
Lost & Found: The ‘Lost and Found’ table is located next to the stage, in the Main Dining Room. Please be sure to leave found 
items or check for lost items at this location.

Medical: For minor medical issues, first aid kits are available at the Welcome Center reception desk, at the Concierge Desk, in 
the Marcus Lodge Hotel community room (ground floor), in the Mountainside Retreat Hotel kitchenette (lower level), in the  
Lakeside Hotel sitting room (bottom floor), and in the Main Dining Room. 

We have a doctor on staff who is on-call over the course of the weekend. If you are in need of the doctor, please go to the Help 
Desk or see a Ramah Darom staff member. 

Missing Persons: Parents missing children and children missing parents should notify the Help Desk immediately. They will be 
able to contact a member of the Leadership Team with a walkie-talkie and help locate your family member who is probably just 
hiding out in a fascinating session.

Prayer: All participants are welcome to join in religious prayer services throughout the weekend if they so choose. These prayer 
services are not chosen by Limmud; they are led and facilitated by volunticipants. We are delighted to include a variety of  
services over Shabbat. Please see the schedule for more details. We invite volunteers to lead parts of the service and/or read 
Torah or Haftarah. Please note that since participation is an individual decision, we cannot guarantee a specific type or size of 
minyan in each service.

Quiet Hours: Official quiet hours are from 8:00pm – 7:00am for the Lakeside cabins. Note that there will be noise in the main 
areas where sessions, movies, and musical events are happening. Please be respectful to others around you, especially during 
nighttime hours.
 
Reception Desk: Our Reception Desk will be staffed 8:00am-10:00pm in the Welcome Center lobby. The Reception Desk phone  
number is (706) 782-9300 or 9300 from a campus landline. At the Reception Desk you will be able to report maintenance issues 
and check for phone messages.

Rooms: You will be given your room assignment at registration. Bed assignments in the cabins are on a first-come/first-served 
basis. Please respect the space of those staying in the cabins. Do not go into the sleeping area of a cabin other than your own.  

Room Keys: Hotel room keys are available upon request with a refundable deposit of $50. Keys must be returned to the  
Reception Desk prior to check-out or your deposit will not be returned.

Running/Walking Off Property: If you intend to run or walk on the road outside of our property, please be aware that there  
are dogs in the area that might not be as friendly as we at Ramah Darom are!

Smoking: Smoking is not allowed inside any building. There is a designated smoking area on the back porch outside of the 
Mountainside Dining Hall. A fee will be assessed to rooms or areas showing evidence of smoking or smoke damage.

Supervision: When your children are with their counselors during Camp and Gan time, they will be fully supervised by the  
counselors and given a full camp program. At other times, such as family time and meals, parents are responsible for the  
supervision of their children. 

During the evening adult activities, counselors will be assigned to central spaces in the hotel and cabin areas to listen for chil-
dren who wake up or need something. Counselors are there to respond to needs that arise, but are not available to supervise 
bedtime. One counselor will always be available to get a parent if necessary, and every location will have a walkie talkie to stay 
in communication. However, please note that each family will not have its own individual babysitter. If you wish to participate in 
Shmira (Night Listening), you must fill out the Shmira Agreement, and return it to us at registration.
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Volunteer

Swimming: The pool is open for single gender and co-ed swimming times as follows. Please do not enter the pool at any other 
times. Lifeguards will be on duty all hours the pool is open for swimming. Children under the age of 13 MUST be accompanied 
by a parent (unless with counselors during Camp Ramah at LimmudFest).
    

Saturday:
Pool (co-ed) ..........................2:00-6:00 pm 

Sunday:
Pool (men only) ....................10:00-11:00 am
Pool (women only) ...............11:00-noon
Pool (co-ed) ..........................2:00-6:00 pm   

Telephones: Limmud guests can be reached through our Reception Desk at 706-782-9300. Telephones are located in cabins 
and hotel rooms for your use. To call a hotel room or cabin from a campus phone, dial the four-digit extension for the room 
you are trying to reach. Extension numbers are located on a sheet in the drawer of the side table in the hotel rooms, or next to 
the phone in the cabins. Cabin phones are for emergency or on campus calls only. To call outside of campus from other campus 
phones dial 7 for a dial tone. Local 706 area code calls and 800 calls can be dialed directly. Other long-distance calls require a 
calling card.

Valuables: Ramah Darom is not responsible for any missing or lost items. If you are uncomfortable leaving valuables in your 
room, please leave them locked in your car (at your own risk).

Volunteering: Daily Volunteer sign-up sheets are available at registration check-in. In addition, you can stop by the Help Desk  
to choose a task and to give us your name and contact information for future volunticipation. It’s not too late to help out this 
weekend or too soon to help plan for the next Limmud!

Wireless Access: Wireless internet service is available throughout the facility via RetreatGuestWIFI. If you are having any issues  
connecting to the internet, please call the toll free customer support line at 1.800.257.6290.

Shabbat
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Volunteer

Gan

Shabbat
Shabbat at LimmudFest

Limmud Atlanta & Southeast brings together hundreds of Jews from diverse backgrounds who come with a wide range of obser-
vance, Jewish knowledge, and comfort with Jewish tradition. We have worked hard to create a warm and spirited Shabbat with 
diverse options for prayer services and other engaging experiences. We hope you will find programs comfortable for you and 
that you’ll try things that are new and perhaps out of your comfort zone. We encourage you to take the time to examine the ways 
you observe or do not observe Shabbat and explore new meaning in your practices. We invite you to create a cooperative and 
pluralistic community that will be stimulating and inclusive, and together we will create a Shabbat Shalom – a Shabbat of peace. 
When Shabbat ends we hope you will feel reinvigorated, eager to begin the new week and continue learning and experiencing 
new things at LimmudFest.

Whether for reasons of halacha (Jewish law) or for personal aesthetics, the intention of the Shabbat experience of LimmudFest is 
comparable to that of a meditation retreat: we ask that you turn off outside distractions and tune in to everything we have in this 
shared space. Our motto is “turn off (electronics) and tune in (to Shabbat at Limmud).” Consider it a weekend reboot for  
your soul.

We ask that you arrive before Shabbat so that you begin the weekend with Kabbalat Shabbat with our community. In addition, 
arrival before Shabbat allows you to drive your car through camp to transport your luggage to your room and park. In the event 
that you must arrive after Shabbat begins, we request that you park your car in the parking lot by the Welcome Center.  We do 
have volunteers who will drive a golf cart for Limmudniks who are unable to walk long distances.

In public spaces that cater to the entire LimmudFest group, we adhere to Traditional Shabbat observance. The Limmud core  
value is that we all keep Shabbat in the public areas and maintain an Eruv (a boundary creating a private living space for the  
Limmud community). 

Please also leave the lights on in corridors and bathrooms during Shabbat. Do not smoke or use personal electronic devices. We 
ask Limmudniks to refrain from using microphones, cell phones, cameras, or computers outside of your room or cabin or in any 
public spaces during Shabbat. This request extends to the use of musical instruments except in cases of Limmud prayer services. 
For health, safety, and security reasons, we do have a limited number of staff and leadership team members using walkie talkies.

Shabbat Candle Lighting: According to Chabad.org, the latest candlelighting time is 7:43pm. There are Shabbat candles for  
individuals to light near the Dining Hall beginning at approximately 6:00 pm. PLEASE DO NOT LIGHT CANDLES IN YOUR 
ROOMS! Also, please check the schedule for time and location of a community-wide candle lighting ceremony that will take 
place before the start of the various Kabbalat Shabbat services.

Gan Ramah @ LimmudFest
The Gan is located at the Mountainside Hotel Porch.

Pick up and drop-off will be in the Library (downstairs in the Levine Center)
For safety reasons, pick up and drop off must be done by a child’s parent or sibling over 16. 

• Hours for pick up and drop off are the same as Camp Ramah @ LimmudFest (see Camp schedule).
• If your child is walking, he or she must be in closed toe shoes. Sandals or flip flops are not acceptable.
• Please share your child’s nap schedule and send them with comfort items (blankets, pacifiers, toys, etc.).
•  Gan will be providing snacks for your child; however please include milk bottles and water bottles. 
• Make sure to communicate any special dietary restrictions or food preferences.
• Any diapers, creams, wipes and spare clothes should be left in a bag for your child.
• If you would like your child to nap in a pack and play, please send a fitted sheet.
• If your child is in a cloth diaper, please bring a bag for storing any soiled diapers.
• Please label your child’s items. Items left after Monday morning will be sent to Lost & Found (Help Desk). 
• Please send your children with a hat, sunscreen, sneakers, and water bottle each day.



14  LimmudFest 2018

Schedule

LimmudFest

Friday, Aug. 31, 2018
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

2:00-3:00pm Registration Welcome Center

3:00-4:15pm Registration Welcome Center

Camp Tour 1 Under the Porch

4:30-5:45pm Braid Challah (Yes, Real Challah!) with Challah Hub’s Sarah Klegman Lakeside Dining

Registration (5:30 Moves to Help Desk-Limmud Porch) Welcome Center

Family Snacks Available Under the Porch

Camp Tour II Under the Porch

6:00-6:25pm Community Candle Lighting and Singing Under the Porch

6:30-7:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv - Egalitarian Minyan (No Instruments)
with Translation Party - Russel Neiss Lakeside Pavilion

Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv-Mechitza Minyan Spiritual Center

Music as T’fillah, a Musical Kabbalat Shabbat - Bonnie and 
Michael Levine Mountainside Pavilion

Candles Available for Lighting (Latest Candle Lighting at 7:43pm) Main Dining

Late Registration and Help Desk Limmud Porch

7:30-9:00pm SHABBAT DINNER (candle lighting at 7:43) Main Dining

9:15-10:30pm Chavruta Speed Dating: Beit Midrash 101 - Eliana Leader Lakeside Dining

Jewish Home Cooking in America - Joan Nathan Library

The Head or the Heart? A Jewish Response to Ethical Decision-
Making - Paul Wolpe Multi-Purpose Room

Late Registration and Help Desk Limmud Porch

10:00pm-12:00am Tisch-Singing, Story-Telling and Snacks Mountainside Dining
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Saturday, Sept. 1, 2018
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

7:00-8:00am Family Morning Movement - Amy Price Multi-Purpose Room

8:00-9:15am BREAKFAST Main Dining

8:30-9:15am Avot 1:1 and the Rabbi’s Recipe for Transmitting Tradition - Shlomo Pill Mountainside Dining

Leadership Meeting Lakeside Dining

9:30-10:15am Tot Shabbat Multi-Purpose Room

9:30-11:30am Shabbat Morning Service - Mechitza  Minyan Spiritual Center

Shabbat Morning Service - Egalitarian Minyan (No Instruments) Lakeside Pavilion

Alternative Shabbat Service: Mindfulness & Meditation - Marita Anderson Mountainside Pavilion

11:40am-1:00pm KIDDUSH & SHABBAT LUNCH Main Dining

1:15-2:30pm Rabbinic Theocracy: Does Judaism Respect Religious Liberty?- Shlomo Pill Mountainside Dining

King Solomon’s Table: A Culinary Exploration of Jewish Cooking from  
Around the World - Joan Nathan Lakeside Dining

Modern Parenting: A Panel Conversation - Nathan Brodsky (Moderator) Library

The Shanda That is Weinstein, Wynn (Born Weinberg) and Weiner - Jessica Cherof Multi-Purpose Room

Ramah Darom’s Tree of Life Shtender: Insights of Ritual Art - Geoff Menkowitz Spiritual Center

Progressive Judaism in Israel: History and Challenges - Eli Sperliing Lakeside Pavilion

2:00-6:00pm Coed Swim Swimming Pool

2:45-4:00pm Eating Your Way through the Jewish Holidays  - Tzivie Pill Mountainside Dining

Ruth’s Journey: Lessons from Tanach and My Own Spiritual Comeback  
- Ruth Goldstein Library

Women’s Voices in the Talmud - Judith Hauptman Spiritual Center

A Jewish Atlantan Meets with Senior Hezbollah Officials in Beirut - Randy Crohn Lakeside Pavilion

Restorative Yoga Flow - Jenna Gebel Mountain Pavilion

4:15-5:30pm Jews Believe(ed) That: Demons, Magic, and Divination in Jewish History  
- Edward Queen Mountainside Dining

Confronting Christianity: Rabbinic Responses to the New Interfaith Reality  
- Rori Picker Neiss Library
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Saturday, Sept. 1, 2018
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

4:15-5:30pm Israeli West Bank Settlements and the Ottoman Land Code of 1858  
- Nesanel Segal Lakeside Pavilion

Sex and Judaism 101 - Merissa Nathan Gerson Mountainside Pavilion

Shabbat Hike - Amy Price Limmud Porch

Family Circus Hour - Keland Scher Covered Basketball 
Courts

5:30-6:15pm Mincha (Afternoon Service) - Mechitza Minyan Spiritual Center

Mincha (Afternoon Service) - Egalitarian Minyan Lakeside Pavilion

5:45-7:00pm  DINNER Main Dining

7:15-8:30pm Young Adult Oneg - Gaby Adler &  Deborah Abrams Limmud Porch

Not So Obvious: The Debate on Immigration and Refugees - Robyn Faintich Lakeside Dining

Let My People Grow! Raising Competent Eaters - Tzivie Pill Library

Speaking Up and Reaching Out: A Healthy Discussion about Mental Illness  
- Shannon Martindale Multi-Purpose Room

The Deeper Meaning of the High Holiday Prayer “Untaneh Tokef”   
- Judith Hauptman Spiritual Center

8:45-9:00pm Maariv (Evening Service) - Mechitza Minyan Spiritual Center

Maariv (Evening Service) - Egalitarian Minyan Lakeside Pavilion

9:00-9:30pm Community Havdalah Fire Pit

9:45-10:45pm Comedy Routine - Jerry Farber Mountainside Dining

Late-Night Pub, Jam Session and Sing-A-Long - Cohen Brothers Band Lakeside Dining

Inherited Trauma and Memory - Merissa Nathan Gerson Library

Is it OK to say “JAP?” (Jewish American Princess) - Nina Rubin Multi-Purpose Room

Elul Meditation - Marita Anderson Spiritual Center

9:45-11:45pm Selichot Under the Stars - Ari Kaiman Lakeside Pavilion
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Sunday, Sept. 2, 2018
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

7:00-8:00am Morning Family Walk - Amy Price Limmud Porch

8:00-9:15am BREAKFAST Main Dining

8:00-8:45am Shacharit (Morning Service) - Mechitza  Services Spiritual Center

Shacharit (Morning Service) - Egalitarian Services Lakeside Pavilion

8:30-9:15am “Free” Torah - Russel Neiss Mountainside Dining

Leadership Meeting Lakeside Dining

9:30-10:45am The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict for Beginners - Daniel Arnon Mountainside Dining

The 21st Century Delicatessen - Todd Ginsberg Library

Making Your Personal Story Pop - Jerry Silverman Multi-Purpose Room

Panel: Jewish Women’s Voices in a Time of Change - Mindy Binderman 
(Moderator) Spiritual Center

The Righteous Mind – Why Good People Are Divided by Religion and Politics 
- Shai Robkin Lakeside Pavilion

10:00-11:00am Men’s Only Swimming Swimming Pool

10:00am-2:00pm Boating and Swimming Lake

11:00am-12:15pm Miscarried, The Comic: When Procreating Isn’t as Simple as “Pru U’rvu”.   
- Chari Pere Mountainside Dining

Jews in the Civil Rights Movement - Jeremy Katz Lakeside Dining

The 11th Commandment: Thou Must Diet - Tzivie Pill Library

A History of “The Future of Jewish Education” - Russel Neiss Multi-Purpose Room

“What’s Wrong with You?” Podcast - Sarah Klegman Spiritual Center

Exploring Ritual - Amy Price & Ari Kaiman Lakeside Pavilion

Embodied Developmental Yoga Culminating in a Juggling Lesson!  
- Keland Scher & Amy Strauss

Covered Basketball 
Court

Women’s Only Swimming Swimming Pool

12:30 - 1:30pm LUNCH Main Dining
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Sunday, Sept. 2, 2018
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

1:45 - 3:00pm Religion in Fictional Worlds - Yaron Bernstein Lakeside Dining

Am I My Brother’s Story-Keeper? - Chari Pere Library

Understanding the Meaning and Versions of the Kaddish Prayer - Judith Hauptman Spiritual Center

Breaking Walls, Opening Doors: Paving the Way for Women’s Leadership in the 
Orthodox Jewish Community - Rori Picker Neiss

Lakeside Pavilion

Making Pita and Arayes from Start to Finish - Joan Nathan & Todd Ginsberg Pizza Patio

2:00-6:00pm Boating and Swimming Lake

Coed Swimming Swimming Pool

Open Climbing Climbing Tower

3:15-4:30pm Transform Learning into Action - Jessica Herrmann Mountainside Dining

Backyard Jihad and Judaism - Valerie Greenfeld Lakeside Dining

The Balfour Declaration: 101 Years Old and Still Impacting World Politics  - Eli 
Sperling

Library

A View From the Back Porch - Eric Robbins & Jodi Mansbach Multi-Purpose Room

Twitter Bots - 21st Century Golems - Russel Neiss Spiritual Center

Life, Torah, and the Pursuit of Happiness - Melissa Scholten-Gutierrez Lakeside Pavilion

5:15-6:15pm Cycles and Spirituality - Sarah Klegman Lakeside Dining

Beware the False Prophet: A Talmudic Debate with Early Christianity   
- Rori Picker Neiss

Multi-Purpose Room

Creating a Food Sustainability / Farming Track to Honor Naomi Rabkin 
- Jennie Rivlin & Rachel Silverman

Spiritual Center

Is That Really a Sin? - Merissa Nathan Gerson Lakeside Pavilion

Mishpacha Open Mic, Karaoke, & Dance Party - Bonnie and Michael Levine Covered Basketball 
Court 

Nature Installation Project - Judy Robkin Omanut (Art Room)

Around the World in 80 Pancakes - Barbara Flexner & Carolyn Lippman Pizza Patio

6:00-6:30pm Mincha (Afternoon Service) - Mechitza Minyan Spiritual Center

Mincha (Afternoon Service) - Egalitarian Minyan Lakeside Pavilion
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Sunday, Sept. 2, 2018
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

6:15-7:30pm DINNER Main Dining

Volunteer Thank You - Shannon Martindale & Ali Fuchs (6:45 - 7:30) Pizza Patio

7:45-9:00pm Limmud Gala Covered Basketball 
Court

9:00-9:30pm Maariv (Evening Service) - Mechitza Minyan Spiritual Center

Maariv (Evening Service) - Egalitarian Minyan Lakeside Pavilion

9:30-10:45pm Man Plans and G-d Laughs: When Plan D is the New Plan A - Chari Pere Mountainside Dining

The Evolution of My Comedy - Jerry Farber Lakeside Dining

AweSome Entanglements: How Quantum Physics and Kabbalah  
Intertwine - Michael Bernstein

Library

Panel: How to Bridge the Growing Disconnect Between How American Jews View 
Israel and How Israelis View American Jews - Daniel Arnon (Moderator)

Spiritual Center

Sippin’ and Smokin’ - Paul Flexner & Jerry Blumenthal Lakeside Pavilion

10:30pm-12:00am Limmud Disco & Patio Pub - Yoni Kaplan Pizza Patio
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Monday, Sept. 3, 2018
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

8:00-8:45am Shacharit (Morning Service) - Mechitza Minyan Spiritual Center

Shacharit (Morning Service) - Egalitarian Minyan Lakeside Pavilion

8:00-9:15am BREAKFAST Main Dining

8:30-9:15am Limmud Atlanta & Southeast at 10 Years: Visioning For the Next 10  
- Jennie Rivlin

Mountainside Dining

9:30-10:45am Isn’t This Scripted Anyways: Jews in Reality TV - Nathan Brodsky Mountainside Dining

Tikkun Atzmi: How to do a Heshbon Hanefesh, an Accounting of the Soul for 
the High Holidays - Paul Wolpe

Lakeside Dining

Jewish Life in the American South - Jeremy Katz Library

Honoring Your Parents- What Does This Mean? - Heather Blake Spiritual Center

Hamsa Paper Cut - Judy Robkin Omanut (Art Room)

11:00am-12:15pm A Name’s Hidden Treasure - Bonnie Levine Mountainside Dining

Connecting Israel and Atlanta in Changing Times - Ezra Flom Lakeside Dining

The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Advanced Topics - Daniel Arnon Library

The Jewish Heroes of Bluegrass - David Cohen Multi-Purpose Room

Build Community, Create Change, and Serve, All While Avoiding Being a 
Schmuck - Jessica Herrmann

Spiritual Center

Encountering American Holidays as a Jew - Robyn Faintich Lakeside Pavilion

12:30-1:30pm LUNCH Main Dining

2:00pm Shalom U’Lehitraot! Thank You For Joining Us. See You Next Year!

Shalom
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Shalom

Friday

Gan 1 (0-2 yrs) Gan 2 (3-5 yrs) Garinim (K-2nd) Kochavim (3rd-5th) Shoafim (6th/7th) Etgar (8th+)

8:30-11:30pm Shmira- Night Listening Available @  
Cabins and Hotels

Peulat Shabbat - 
Counselor Led  
Shabbat Activity

Teen Oneg at Beit Etgar for  
Shoafim and Etgar

Shabbat

Gan 1 (0-2 yrs) Gan 2 (3-5 yrs) Garinim (K-2nd) Kochavim (3rd-5th) Shoafim (6th/7th) Etgar (8th+)

9:15-9:30am Drop Off @ Library Drop Off @ Hockey Rink Meet @ the Pizza 
Patio

9:30-10:15am Shabbat Family Service @ Multi-Purpose Room Rules/Tfillot @ Beit Am Katan Etgar Planning and  
Brainstorm Session

10:15-11:30am
Snack, Icebreakers/ 
Morning Games

Snack, Icebreakers/Morning Games
Israel Program  
with Atlanta’s 
Shinshinim Etgar-Join-A-

Minyan/ 
Shabbat Morning  
Experience11:00-11:30am Hike to Waterfall DIY Edible 

Shabbat Sets

11:30-11:45am Pick up @ Library Pick up @ Hockey Rink

11:30am 
-1:30pm LUNCH

1:00-1:15am
Pick up @ Library-Walking 
Group Up to Gan (2nd floor of 
Mountainside Hotel)

Drop Off @ Hockey Rink Meet at the Pizza 
Patio

1:15-2:00pm Nap/Rest Time Sports DIY Edible 
Shabbat Sets

Israel Program with  
Atlanta’s Shinshinim Hike to Waterfall Ninja 101 with  

“The World’s  
Strongest 
Mandolinist” -  
Elie Cohen

2:15-3:15pm Snack & Sport Pool & Snack Pool or Inflatable 
Bowling Pool or Hockey

3:30-4:10pm Circus Show with Keland or Counselor Led Games @ Covered Basketball Cover Pool or Pick-Up 
Hockey4:00-4:15pm Pick up @ Covered Basketball Court

7:30-8:45pm

Peulat Erev- 
Counselor Led Night 
Activity-Meet  
@ Pizza Patio

Peulat Erev-Counselor Led Night  
Activity-Meet @ Beit Etgar

ScheduleCamp Ramah @ LimmudFest

Camp Ramah @ LimmudFest
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Sunday

Gan 2 (3-5 yrs) Gan 2 (3-5 yrs) Garinim (K-2nd) Kochavim (3rd-5th) Shoafim (6th/7th) Etgar (8th+)

9:15-9:30am Drop Off @ Library - Walk Group 
to Mountainside Pavilion Drop Off @ Hockey Rink Meet @  

the Pizza Patio

9:30-10:00am Music and Teffilot @ Mountainside Pavilion T’ffilot @ Beit Am Katan The Schmita 
Field: A Jewish 
Game of Social 
Justice with  
Eliana Leader

10:00-10:30am Snack & Storytime
 Boating

Ramah Rikkud @  
Beit Am Katan                 

10:40-11:10am
Free Play &  
Movement Boating

Gaga Tournament 
@ Gagarena

Pick-up Frisbee 
with Kai Ruiz

11:15am-
12:00pm Ramah Rikkud Apple & Honey 

Tasting, RH Cards Boating Etgar Choice  
Session or 
Boating12:15-12:30pm Pick up @ Library Pick up @ Hockey Rink

12:30-1:30pm LUNCH

1:30-1:40pm

Drop Off @ 
Library and 
Walk Group  
to Gan

Drop Off @ 
Library Drop Off @ Hockey Rink Meet @  

the Pizza Patio

1:40-2:00pm Nap/Rest Time
Israel Program 
with Atlanta’s 
Shinshinim

Apple & Honey Tasting, RH Cards
Art

2:00-2:45pm Climbing & 
Lawn Games Climbing Ramah Rikkud Pool/Basketball

3:00-3:45pm Rosh Hashana Program & Art
Israel Program  
with Atlanta’s 
Shinshinim

Climbing
Shark Tank 
Program with 
Rachel

Pool/Basketball

4:00-4:45pm Pool (parents 
invited to join) Pool Climbing Etgar Choice 

Session

4:45-5:00pm Pick up @ Library Pick up @ Hockey Rink Climbing

9:00-11:30am Shmira- Night Listening  
Available @ Cabins and Hotels Performance Dance @ the Gala!

Gala and Etgar  
After-Party @  
Beit Etgar

Monday

Gan 2 (3-5 yrs) Gan 2 (3-5 yrs) Garinim (k-2nd) Kochavim (3rd-5th) Shoafim (6th/7th) Etgar (8th+)

9:15-9:30am Drop Off @ Library and Walk 
Group to Mountainside Pavilion Drop Off @ Hockey Rink Meet @  

the Pizza Patio

9:30-10:00am Music/Teffilot T’ffilot with The 
Gan T’ffilot @  Beit Am Katan

Hike to Soggy 
Boot Waterfall10:00-10:30am Snack & Storytime

10:00-11:00am Scavenger Hunt Rosh Hashana Art

10:30am-
12:15pm Sport/Art/Cookie Decorating

Pick-Up Soccer with Yoni Kaplan11:15am-
12:15pm Sport/Art

12:15-12:30pm Pick up @ Library Pick up @ Hockey Rink Limmudfest
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Sessions

Community Candle Lighting and Singing Service   
Friday | 6:00 - 6:25pm  | Main Dining

Welcome to LimmudFest! Let’s come together as a community 
to start our weekend by  welcoming Shabbat with song and 
blessing.

Tisch   
Friday | 10:00pm - 12:00am  | Mountainside Dining

Share spirits, stories and niggunim (Jewish melodies) around 
the Shabbat table. 

Community Havdalah   
Saturday | 9:00 - 9:30 | Fire Pit

As we leave behind a memorable Shabbat, join friends old and 
new for a musical ceremony to welcome the new week.

Adler, Gabrielle
Young Adult Oneg with Deborah Abrams (YAD)
Saturday | 7:15 - 8:30pm  | Levine Center Porch

Come join the Limmud YADs and Moishe House for a Shabbat 
Oneg! Open to all young adults, or anyone who is interested in 
what and who we are!

Anderson, Marita
Mindfulness & Meditation Alternative  
Shabbat Service
Saturday | 9:30 - 11:30am  | Mountainside Pavilion

“There is a realm of time,” Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 
wrote, “where the goal is not to have but to be, not to own but 
to give, not to control but to share...” Shabbat is the quintes-
sential mindfulness practice. Join Marita in a meditation based 
on the flow of a Shabbat service, using mindful movement, 
intentional prayer, and silence.

Elul Meditation
Saturday | 9:45 - 10:45pm | Spiritual Center

Let’s offer the practice of open awareness, setting the intention 
by reading Psalm 27 and allowing time for silence and embod-
ied practice.

Arnon, Daniel
The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict for Beginners 
 (short talk, long Q&A)  
Sunday | 9:30 - 10:45am | Mountainside Dining

A short introduction about the conflict - important dates and 
timeline, followed by a discussion of why it is so hard to discuss 
the issues. Come with questions if you have them.

The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict:  
Advanced Topics and Q&A
Monday | 11:00am - 12:15pm | Library

This is a session designed for those who have some basic 
knowledge about the conflict but would like to discuss some  
of the deeper issues: Threats to Israel (real and perceived),  
Palestinian internal politics, the rise of Hamas, occupation.  
Please come with questions!

Panel Discussion: How to Bridge the Growing  
Disconnect Between How American Jews View 
Israel and How Israelis View American Jews.  
(Panelists: Shai Robkin, Lois Frank, Shaked Angel)   
Sunday | 9:30 - 10:45pm | Spiritual Center

This session will open the floor to organizational leaders and 
advocates to weigh in on a range of issues. We’ll explore the 
perspectives of North American Jews compared to native 
Israelis and shifts in policy and cultural perception about Israel 
as ‘The Jewish State’.

Bernstein, Michael
AweSome Entanglements: How Quantum Physics 
and Kabbalah Intertwine 
Sunday | 9:30 - 10:45pm | Library

What do the latest approaches to understand the universe 
have to do with those rooted in the most ancient wisdom?  
 A way of simultaneously seeing the world as connected and 
disconnected, certain and unknowable, absurd and infinitely 
meaningful.

Bernstein, Yaron
Religion in Fictional Worlds
Sunday | 1:45 - 3:00pm | Lakeside Dining

A comparative look at the world-building of religion in Torah 
and various popular fiction.

General Session Descriptions
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Binderman, Mindy
Panel Discussion: Jewish Women’s Voices in a 
Time of Change (Panelists: Judith  
Hauptman, Melissa Scholten-Gutierrez, Jodi 
Mansbch, Merissa Nathan Gerson)  
Sunday | 9:30 - 10:30am | Spiritual Center

Join the conversation with invited presenters and some of  
LimmudFest’s own to examine how women are being empow-
ered to create new pathways to Jewish identity and participation.

Blake, Heather 

“Honoring Your Parents” - What Does This Mean?  
Monday | 9:30 - 10:45am | Multi-Purpose Room

Did you know that the Torah states to honor and revere your 
parents but does not mention love? How can we honor par-
ents? What about the times when we clash? Are there limits to 
this honor? We will look at texts from Torah, Talmud, Rambam 
and more to delve into this topic.

Brodsky, Nathan (Panelists: Amy Strauss 
and Ilana Birbrager)
Modern Parenting: A Panel Conversation
Saturday | 1:15 - 2:30pm | Library

With a panel of modern parents, we will delve into some of 
the challenges of parenting in this era. Bring your questions, 
thoughts, ideas, and friends. How do you navigate Shabbat in 
a SnapChat-era? Are Facebook groups the new best source 
for parenting information? What is the role of grandparents in 
supporting the grandchild’s Jewish experience?

Isn’t This Scripted Anyways: Jews in Reality TV  
Monday | 9:30 - 10:45am | Mountainside Dining

One of Nathan’s ‘passions’ is reality television, an obsession 
that leaves many asking, “Is Survivor STILL on TV?” Yes, it is still 
airing, and he believes that he would end up in 5th place. Join 
Nathan for a light-hearted look into the evolution of Jews on 
reality TV, including highlights from Survivor, RuPaul’s Drag 
Race, Summer House, and more.

Cherof, Jessica 
The Shanda That is Weinstein, Wynn (born  
Weinberg) and Weiner   
Saturday | 1:15 - 2:30pm | Multi-Purpose Room

There’s no avoiding it: In this time of #MeToo, some of the 
biggest offenders have been us, too. When powerful Jewish 
men make headlines for behaving badly, and not just in sexual 

ways (hello, Bernie Madoff), how do we process or feel the 
news differently? It’s an icky topic we may cringe about on our 
own or mention in whispers. In the safe space of Limmud, let’s 
talk about it openly, together.

Cohen, David
The Jewish Heroes of Bluegrass  
Monday | 11:00am - 12:15pm | Multi-Purpose Room

Much like Judaism, Bluegrass exemplifies a culture deeply en-
trenched in family , passed on from generation to generation 
via song and story telling. In this session we will explore some 
of the most influential bluegrass musicians - who also happen 
to be Jewish. We will discuss the backgrounds, styles and con-
tributions of artists such as David.

Cohen, Elie
Jam Session and Sing-a-Long:  
Cohen Brothers Band  
Saturday | 9:45 - 10:45pm | Lakeside Dining

Bring your instruments if you like, or just pull up a chair and 
join in for a music jam full of fun and ruach (spirit).

Crohn, Randy
A Jewish Atlantan/Israeli Meets with Senior Hez-
bollah Officials in Beirut and Tours Syrian Refugee 
Camps. What is Going on Today with Lebanon?  
Saturday | 2:45 - 4:00pm | Lakeside Pavilion

Revealing neither their Jewish nor Israeli identity, Jewish Atlan-
tans meet with a Senior Hezbollah official, tour Hezbollah bun-
kers used in wars against Israel, and visit Syrian and Palestinian 
refugee camps. How did the former Paris of the Middle East 
get so stirred up, and are they really the biggest remaining 
threat to Israel today?

Faintich, Robyn
Encountering American Holidays as a Jew  
Monday | 11:00am - 12:15pm | Lakeside Pavilion

Jews living in America are celebrating non-Jewish holidays. Is 
there anything wrong with that? The “Rabbis” have an opinion 
on the topic and we can learn some ways to evaluate specific 
holidays to see if they meet the Rabbis’ litmus tests. We will 
learn about the origin of a few American holidays and discuss if 
and how Jewish people should observe them.

Not So Obvious: The Debate on Immigration and 
Refugees  
Saturday | 7:15 - 8:30pm | Lakeside Dining
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Limmudfest

Judaism provides us an important lens through which to view 
current political debates. It might seem obvious what the texts 
say about welcoming the stranger, but you might be surprised 
at a few little known nuggets.

Farber, Jerry
Comedy Routine  
Saturday | 9:45 -10:45pm | Mountainside Dining 

A comedy routine to take place on Saturday night. I guarantee 
people will not be bored. All about living, loving, laughing, 
and staying free.

The Evolution of My Comedy 
Sunday | 9:30 -10:45pm | Lakeside Dining

My comedy changes by the minute. Learn what influences my 
sense of humor and the audience I am attempting to entertain.

Flexner, Barbara and Carolyn Lippman
Around the World in 80 Pancakes
Sunday | 5:00 - 6:15pm | Pizza Patio

Pancakes are ubiquitous in each and every cuisine. As with 
any journey, there is much to be savored and many varieties to 
be tried. Join us as we tour cultures and explore recipe ideas 
to enliven the eight days and nights of Hanukkah! It would be 
possible to eat a different ‘pancake’ morning, noon and night 
for several years before repeating some of the ideas presented 
in this session. This year, we are going to explore alternative 
pancake preparations – can you bake them in a pizza oven??  
Disclaimer: do not try this without an assistant!! Come pre-
pared to be surprised and to have your appetite whetted.

Flexner, Paul and Jerry Blumenthal
Sippin’ and Smokin’: Not So Vicey Vices
Sunday | 9:30 - 10:45pm | Lakeside Pavilion

An evening of savoring single malt and cigars overlooking 
the lake as we remember the characters of our past – Winston 
Churchill, Groucho Marx, Milton Berle and George Burns. 
Enjoy the taste and smells of our rich heritage as we pass the 
night away and share stories and a bit of tradition. Bring your 
own smokes or spirits to share!

Flom, Ezra 
Connecting Israel and Atlanta in Changing Times: 
Yokne’am, Shinshinim, and More   
Monday | 11:00 - 12:15pm | Lakeside Dining 

Discussion about current connections between Israel 
and Atlanta.  

Fuchs, Ali and Shannon Martindale
Volunteer Thank You Party  
Sunday | 6:45 - 7:30pm (During dinner | Pizza Patio 

Whether you are already a Limmud Volunticipant or contem-
plating how to be one, prepare to be inspired as we share our  
experience and show appreciation to our amazing volunteers. 
We couldn’t do LimmudFest without you!  

Gebel, Jenna
Restorative Yoga Flow  
Saturday | 2:45 - 4:00pm | Mountainside Pavilion

Unwind from your busy week with a relaxing, restorative yoga 
class. Release your muscles and relax your mind.  
Suitable for all levels - beginners welcome!

Ginsberg, Todd
The 21st Century Delicatessen  
Sunday | 9:30 -10:45am | Library 

Todd Ginsberg discusses how he and the General Muir team 
researched the classic Jewish deli menu to recreate the tastes 
that generations past would approve of, but in a 21st century 
kitchen with great ingredients and careful craft applied to the 
art of bagels, pastrami, pickles, and other deli classics. Then 
they then did it all again with the world of Israeli street food  
at Yalla.

Goldstein, Ruth
Ruth’s Journey: Lessons from Tanach and  
My Own Spiritual Comeback  
Saturday | 2:45 - 4:00pm | Library

This session looks at the Book of Ruth and discusses how 
Ruth’s kindness to Naomi changed her, and led her to ulti-
mately declare: “Your people shall be my people and Your G-d 
my G-d.” Ruth Goldstein will recount her unique conversion 
story through the lens of Ruth’s biblical transformation and 
reflect on how renewing a contract with Hashem is essential for 
her growth leading up to Rosh Hashanah.

Greenfeld, Valerie
Backyard Jihad and Judaism  
Sunday | 3:15 - 4:30pm | Spirtual Center
In a time of tremendous change, the world is becoing more 
dangerous. Learning how to protect ourselves as Jews from 
BDS, anti-Semitism and jihad is more imporantant than ever. 
The author of the #1 Best Seller book, Backyard Jihad, will 
share her research with you.
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Sessions
Hauptman, Judith
Women’s Voices in the Talmud  
Saturday | 2:45 - 4:00pm | Library

In general, only men issue halakhic statements in the Talmud. 
But women often appear in anecdotes about how the law was 
carried out. A close reading of some short anecdotes reveals 
that women took the law into their own hands and made 
changes in it for personal reasons. Text handouts in Hebrew 
and English.

The Deeper Meaning of the High Holiday Prayer 
“Untaneh Tokef”
Saturday | 7:15 - 8:30pm | Spiritual Center

Jews show up at the synagogue on Rosh Hashanah for many 
reasons. Two of them are: To hear the shofar blasts and to 
chant the Untaneh Tokef prayer, with its poignant words “Who 
will live and who will die?”. By reading the text of this prayer 
closely, we will see that it opens with dire predictions but  
closes on an optimistic note.

Understanding the Meaning and Versions of the 
Kaddish Prayer  
Sunday | 1:45 - 3:00pm | Spiritual Center

The Kaddish is one of the best known Jewish prayers. It is 
chanted many times over at nearly every prayer service. 
Mourners are called upon to recite it for many months. What 
are its origins? What is its meaning? Why is it in Aramaic? Why 
does it need to be recited in the presence of ten Jews?

Herrmann, Jessica
Transform Learning into Action  
Sunday | 3:15 - 4:30pm | Mountainside Dining

Learning and action go hand-in-hand. In this session we will 
look at what Judaism teaches us about service, how to turn it 
into action and live the teachings. We will discuss the impor-
tance of meaningful volunteer work, including understanding 
the context of what led to service being needed in the first 
place, through reflective service learning.

Build Community, Create Change, and Serve, 
All While Avoiding Being a Schmuck   
Monday | 11:00am - 12:15pm | Spiritual Center 

What are you doing on a local level to help repair the world? 
Do you live in a community, or are you a part of a  
community? Service can be the key to making sure we’re 
building community, connecting with and listening to our 
neighbors, and addressing immediate needs to move towards 
social change. Join us on our mission to make service a defin-

ing element of Jewish life. We will explore how volunteering 
is rooted in the Jewish value to repair the world (tikkun olam). 
Additionally, we’ll dive into what Jewish tradition has to say 
about guests and understand how to be humble in our service.

Kaiman, Ari
Selichot   
Saturday | 10:45pm - 11:45pm | Mountainside Dining 

The High Holiday season consists of not only the days them-
selves, but also the entirety of the month of Elul. That period of  
preparation enters a new stage of intensity the Saturday night 
before Rosh Hashana. The Selichot service incorporates ele-
ments of chant, meditation, and the High Holiday liturgy.  Since 
this is Limmud, we’re going to experiment and make this our 
own to open our hearts in preparation for the High Holidays.

Exploring Ritual, with Amy Price
Sunday | 11:00am - 12:15pm | Lakeside Pavilion

How can we incorporate ritual into our lives that feels mean-
ingful? We’ll explore different types of Jewish ritual and how 
to make them part of our lives. What already exists? Are there 
opportunities to create our own?

Kaplan, Yoni
Limmud Disco  
Sunday | 10:30pm - 12:00am | Pizza Patio

Journey back to 1980, the year Limmud was founded in the UK 
and the Golden Age of R&B and Disco. Dance the night away 
with friends and family on the last night of Fest!

Katz, Jeremy
Jewish Life in the American South  
Monday | 9:30 - 10:45am | Library

As times have changed in America, so too has the Jewish 
community. This reflection has undoubtedly taken place in 
the South, where change has been abundant. This session 
will chronicle Jewish life in the South, with a focus on Atlanta 
and Georgia.

Jews and the Civil Rights Movement  
Sunday | 11:00am - 12:15pm | Lakeside Dining

The Civil Rights Movement was a time of great change, 
especially for Atlanta. The place coined as the “City Too Busy 
To Hate” was an epicenter for Civil Rights activities. Jews partic-
ipated on both sides of the movement. This presentation will 
discuss the good, the bad, and the ugly.
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Klegman, Sarah
Braid Challah (Yes, Real Challah!)  
With Challah Hub  
Friday | 4:30pm - 5:45pm | Lakeside Dining

Join Sarah Klegman, Co-Founder of Challah Hub, for this fun 
session where you’ll get to roll up your sleeves, and learn to 
braid challah dough.

LIVE Podcast Recording: “What’s Wrong With 
You?” with Paul Wolpe   
Sunday | 11:00am - 12:15pm | Spiritual Center

Come be part of the live studio audience for a taping of the 
funny, heartfelt podcast, “What’s Wrong With You?” hosted by 
Sarah Klegman. Listen in as she interviews successful peo-
ple from all different backgrounds as they share true stories 
of their biggest failures. Are failure and success intrinsically 
linked? Come find out. PG-13.

Cycles and Spirituality: Judaism as a Women’s 
Wellness Practice  
Sunday | 5:00pm - 6:15pm | Lakeside Dining

Discover how ancient Jewish wisdom and rituals are helping 
with issues of social isolation, fertility, mental health, and spir-
itual connection. From hormone cycles to moon circles, meet 
At The Well writer Sarah Klegman at the intersection of science 
and spirituality.

Leader, Eliana
Chavruta Speed Dating: Beit Midrash 101
Friday | 9:15 - 10:30pm | Lakeside Dining

Have you ever wanted to dive into Jewish text one on one 
with another learner? Do you want to engage in respectful 
“arguments for the sake of Heaven” but don’t know how? Join 
this round robin session, where we will experience the Beit 
Midrash environment in a fun and fast-paced format. Great for 
beginners: bring a friend or come solo!

Levine, Bonnie
A Name’s Hidden Treasure, with Mimi Hall
Monday | 11:00am - 12:15pm | Mountainside Dining

When parents name a child, they undertake a task of utmost 
importance--a person’s name carries within it blessings, con-
nection to ancestors and angels, and hints as to their purpose 
in life. Join us for a workshop to study Jewish naming customs, 
traditions, superstitions, and mysticism--and then apply them to 
harness the power of your own name, a loved one’s name, or a 
name you are considering giving to someone.

Mishpacha Open Mic, Karaoke, & Dance Party 
with Michael Levine  
Sunday | 5:00 - 6:15pm | Covered Basketball Court 

Calling all kid musicians (and parent musicians) to the stage 
to play, sing, and dance to your favorite songs. Use our instru-
ments or bring your own! We’ll have microphones, ukes, hand 
percussion, and a mini-drum-kit. If instruments aren’t your thing, 
host and versatile guitarist “Mr. Michael” Levine is happy to 
accompany your singing.

Musical Kabbalat Shabbat with Michael Levine  
Friday | 6:30 - 7:30pm | Lakeside Pavilion

Martindale, Shannon
Speaking Up and Reaching Out: A Healthy  
Discussion about Mental Illness    
Saturday | 7:15 - 8:30pm | Multi-Purpose Room

From growing up with a bipolar parent, to an adolescent melt-
down, to accepting and living with my own mental illness,  
I have spent so much time and effort battling demons. I would 
like to share my story, things I’ve learned, and lead a frank and 
honest discussion on how to best help yourself and loved ones 
with mental illness.

Menkowitz, Geoff
Ramah Darom’s Tree of Life Shtender: Insights of 
Ritual Art  
Saturday | 1:15 - 2:30pm | Spiritual Center

Ramah Darom’s Tree of Life Shtender is a unique work of  
Judaic art and craftsmanship based on the prayer and study 
lectern of Jewish tradition. The Shtender is a cabinet contain-
ing every ritual object needed for Jewish religious observance 
throughout the year. Part magic show, part quiz show, the 
Director of Camp Ramah Darom, Geoff Menkowitz, will unpack 
this veritable treasure chest of exquisite Judaica, leaving kids 
and adults inspired and engaged.

Nathan, Joan
King Solomon’s Table: A Culinary Exploration of 
Jewish Cooking from Around the World  
with Todd Ginsberg  
Saturday | 1:15 - 2:30pm | Lakeside Dining 

Join one of the world’s foremost authorities on Jewish cooking 
traditions, and Atlanta’s best-known guardian of the Jewish 
delicatessen tradition, for a discussion of global Jewish cook-
ing, the exciting influx of Israeli restaurants in America, and the 
future of Jewish cooking in America.
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Making Pita and Arayes from Start to Finish with 
Todd Ginsberg  
Sunday | 1:45 - 3:00pm | Pizza Patio 

Chef Todd Ginsberg is a master of Jewish bread - his TGM 
Bread Bakery turns out Atlanta’s best bagels, rye bread, and 
pletzel. On a recent culinary tour of Israel, he learned about 
Arayes -- a Lebanese grilled and stuffed pita. The group will 
learn how surprisingly easy it is to make perfect pita. Joan and 
Todd will show how to make a meat stuffing for the pita out of 
ground lamb, pine nuts, onions, spices, and fresh herbs, then 
grill the stuffed pitas and serve with a tahini based Israeli  
salad dip.

Nathan Gerson, Merissa
 
Sex and Judaism 101  
Saturday | 4:15 - 5:30pm | Mountainside Pavilion

Ancient sexual laws are lost in most modern iterations of 
American Judaism. We will learn about what the Talmudic 
rabbis were saying about sex and the body, and how to apply 
a patriarchal heteronormative system of law to a modern, 
pansexual world.

Inherited Trauma and Memory 101 
Saturday | 9:45 - 10:45pm | Library

From epigenetic to simple family patterns, we take on the past 
in our present lives. Judaism, as a religion, has undergone 
trauma after trauma in its people’s relocations, expulsions, and 
eradications. Together we will look at how history affects us, 
how to recognize traumatic responses to the past, and how to 
pave the way to a brighter Jewish future.

Is That Really a Sin? 
Sunday | 5:00 - 6:15pm | Lake Pavilion

This talk looks at laws against LGBTQ Jews and what to do with 
them in the modern LGBTQ-loving world. This is for clergy who 
want to be inclusive, for people who want to be included, and 
for allies wishing they knew more. Expect to leave feeling loved.

Neiss, Russel
“Free” Torah  
Sunday | 8:30 - 9:15am | Mountainside Dining

This session explores the teachings of great Jewish hackers like 
Rabbi Akiva, Reb Moshe Feinstein, Rebbe Nachman,  
and Richard Stallman. By examining classical Jewish texts 
framed by ideas from the Free & Hacker Culture movements, 
we will seek to gain inspiration to help us create better experi-
ences learning and fostering the growth of Torah today.

Twitter Bots - 21st Century Golems  
Sunday | 3:15pm - 4:30pm | Spiritual Center

Sure they’re to blame for sowing discord and false information 
during the 2016 election, but there are many creative bots that 
help contribute to the broader culture of the internet and  
beyond. Contextualized by classic Jewish sources on golems, 
this session explores the ideas and impact of these bots with a 
focus on those with Jewish themes and content.

A History of “The Future of Jewish Education”  
Sunday | 11:00am - 12:15pm | Multi-Purpose Room

This session explores educational technology advances from 
the past 100 years that were supposed to transform  
Jewish and secular education. We’ll examine Jewish video 
games, educational VHS tapes, filmstrips, and other technol-
ogies from the 20th century and see how we’ve imagined the 
future of teaching and learning Jewishly in the past, and what 
that teaches us about today.

Translation Party - An Artificial Intelligence  
Facilitated Prayer Experience 
Friday | 6:30 - 7:30pm | Lakeside Pavilion

Using a custom computer program, we’ll gain a deeper mean-
ing of the words of the siddur as we watch an automated online 
translator convert them into English and back to Hebrew, and 
so on, as the retranslations appear before our eyes until they 
reach ‘equilibrium’, when the English and Hebrew words  
translate into exactly the same thing.

Pere, Chari
Miscarried, The Comic: When Procreating Isn’t as 
Simple as “Pru U’rvu”  
Sunday | 11:00am - 12:15pm | Mountainside Dining

If 1 in 4 women suffer a miscarriage, why are fertility issues still 
considered taboo? What can we learn from our Biblical ances-
tors who dealt with similar struggles? Cartoonist Chari Pere 
shares her personal experience, in all its graphic glory, in an 
attempt to break down some barriers.

Am I My Brother’s Story-Keeper?  
Sunday | 1:45pm - 3:00pm | Library

The Torah says we’re responsible for our fellow Jews. Does 
that extend to helping tell their stories? How do we maintain 
the integrity of an experience we haven’t undergone person-
ally? Cartoonist Chari Pere discusses adapting others’ difficult 
experiences into comic form. Be prepared to share your own 
stories and creatively adapt others’.

Man Plans and G-d Laughs: When Plan D is the 
New Plan A  
Sunday | 9:30 - 10:45am | Mountainside Dining

They say when life hands you lemons, you should make  
lemonade. But what happens if nobody wants lemonade 
either? Sometimes achieving success is as simple as changing 
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your goals. Join Chari Pere as she delves into her path from 
aspiring comic strip artist to Red Bull cartoonist, and how she 
failed her way to her dream job.

Picker Neiss, Rori
Confronting Christianity: Rabbinic Responses to 
the New Interfaith Reality 
Saturday | 4:15 - 5:30pm | Library

Together we will explore the writings of three influential rabbis: 
Moshe Feinstein, Joseph Soloveitchik, and Abraham Joshua 
Heschel, as they grapple with the overtures of the Catholic 
Church after centuries of persecution.

Breaking Walls, Opening Doors: Paving the Way 
for Women’s Leadership in the Orthodox Jewish 
Community  
Sunday | 1:45 - 3:00pm | Lakeside Pavilion

We will discuss the evolution of women’s leadership in the 
Orthodox community the best way we know how--  
through studying Torah.

Beware the False Prophet: A Talmudic Debate 
with Early Christianity  
Sunday | 5:00 - 615pm | Multi-Purpose Room

Studying a censored passage of the Talmud, we will go back in 
time to the onset of Early Christianity and join the debate.

Pill, Shlomo
A Jewish Introduction to Islamic Law  
Friday | 9:15 - 10:30pm | Spiritual Center

Using the concepts, ethos, and language of Jewish law familiar 
to Jews, we explore the sources, methods, and dynamics  
of Islamic law.

Avot 1:1 and the Rabbis’ Recipe for Transmitting 
Tradition  
Saturday | 8:30am - 9:15am | Mountainside Dining

The first Mishnah of Ethics of the Fathers introduces the Rabbis’ 
three-part recipe for successfully transmitting Jewish tradition  
from generation to generation - humility, community, and 
pragmatism.

Rabbinic Theocracy: Does Judaism Respect  
Religious Liberty?   
Saturday | 1:15 - 2:30pm | Mountainside Dining

This session explores traditional rabbinic attitudes towards 
religious liberty, and shows how traditional rabbinic practice 
actually embraced a strong commitment to religious liberty and 
the freedom to be sinful.

Pill, Tzivie
Eating Your Way Through the Jewish Holidays - 
Intuitively!  
Saturday | 2:45 - 4:00pm | Mountainside Dining

The Jewish holidays can be a challenge as we struggle to main-
tain healthy relationships with food. Explore the principles  
of Intuitive Eating and how they can lead to a more enjoyable 
holiday experience.

The Eleventh Commandment: Thou Must Diet  
Sunday | 11:00am - 12:15pm | Library

Explore what the Jewish tradition has to teach us about how 
women can cultivate more positive self-images and relation-
ships with their bodies.

Let My People Grow! Raising Competent Eaters  
Saturday | 7:15 - 8:30pm (During breakfast)  | Library

We all worry about how to ensure that our children grow up to 
be competent eaters. Explore how Jewish tradition can serve 
as a springboard for teaching our children to have healthy 
relationships with food.

Price, Amy
Family Morning Movement  
Saturday | 7:00 - 8:00am | Multi-Purpose Room

Parents and kids, join for some early morning fun! If you’re a 
parent like me and get up early with your kids, join in on some 
fun with other parents and kids.

Shabbat Hike  
Saturday | 4:15 - 5:30pm | Limmud Porch

Join for a Shabbat waterfall hike. There is 1 steep part, so 
please wear sturdy shoes.

Sunday Morning Family Walk  
Sunday | 7:00 - 8:00am | Limmud Porch

Wake up with a sense of gratitude and connection as we  
explore nature and ourselves. Start the day with a walk to see 
the waterfall. 

Queen, Edward
Jews Believe(ed) That: Demons, Magic, and  
Divination in Jewish History  
Saturday | 4:15 - 5:30pm | Mountainside Dining

From demons and dybbuks to love spells and astrology, magic 
and divination have played a role in Jewish life and history. 
This session explores that history in its numerous permutations, 
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including the uses of charms, amulets, and magical formulae 
both to generate good fortune and to protect individuals from 
demons, in all of their immense variety.

Rivlin, Jennifer
Limmud Atlanta & Southeast at 10 Years:  
Visioning for the Next 10  
Monday | 8:30 - 9:15am | Mountainside Dining

Please join Jennie as she prepares to step into the role of Board 
President of Limmud Atlanta & Southeast. Let’s reflect and 
celebrate what we’ve achieved over the past 10 years and then 
vision together about what we’d like to see in Limmud Atlanta & 
Southeast’s future.

Creating a Food Sustainability / Farming Track to 
Honor Naomi Rabkin, with Rachel Silverman  
Sunday | 5:00 - 6:15pm  | Spiritual Center 

Let’s brainstorm and create a plan for enduring funding for an 
annual presenter in the area of food sustainability and  
farming to honor the memory of our friend and Limmud Atlanta 
and Southeast founding professitonal, Naomi Rabkin.

Robbins, Eric with Jodi Mansbach
A View From the Back Porch  
Sunday | 3:15 - 4:30pm  | Multi-Purpose Room

The Jewish Federation of Atlanta recently completed a year 
long immersion in our Community: The Front Porch.  
What did we learn?

Robkin, Judy
Handmade Books  
Sunday | 9:30 - 10:45am | Omanut (Art Room)

Learn how to create a handmade journal using decorative 
papers and objects in nature.

Nature Installation Project  
Sunday | 5:00 - 6:15pm | Omanut (Art Room)

Using natural materials such as rocks, sticks, leaves, etc. create 
a non-permanent work of art that reflects the work of photogra-
pher Andy Goldsworthy.   

Hamsa Paper Cut  
Monday | 9:30 - 10:45am | Omanut (Art Room)

Create a handmade paper cut hamsa. Explore the symbology 
associated with hamsas, then create your unique piece of art. 

Robkin, Shai
The Righteous Mind – Why Good People  
Are Divided by Religion and Politics  
Sunday | 9:30 - 10:45am | Lakeside Pavilion

This session explores the evolutionary psychological explana-
tions for differences in people’s most closely held beliefs. We 
will examine the ideas of social psychologist and professor of 
ethical leadership, Jonathan Haidt, whose book “The Righteous 
Mind” forms the basis for discussion, and look at what Jewish 
sources have to say.

Rubin, Nina
Is it OK to say “JAP?” (Jewish American Princess)  
With Jennifer Rivlin
Saturday | 9:45 - 10:45pm | Multi-Purpose Room

Inspired by the Unorthodox podcast’s exploration of the term 
JAP (Jewish American Princess) we’ll look at a short video that  
explores why it’s such a loaded term. Women representing 
three generations will react to the video and then we’ll open the  
discussion up to everyone. 

Scher, Keland
Embodied Developmental Yoga Culminating in a 
Juggling Lesson!  With Amy Strauss 
Sunday | 11:00 - 12:15pm | Covered Basketball Court

Join Keland Scher and Amy Strauss in exploring the movement 
patterns and postures of a baby/toddler. We will bring focus to 
postures and breath from a place of stability proceeding 
movement.  Culminate your yoga play by balancing your brain 
and body and embracing failure when learning the basic skills 
to juggle three balls. 

Family Circus Hour  
Saturday | 4:15 - 5:30pm | Covered Basketball Court

Join Keland Scher, a juggling master, retired clown and profes-
sional “player.” Learn to juggle, master the art of the poi, and 
spin plates high in the air. Learn hat tricks and how to balance a 
rose on your nose (or a newspaper). Keland will bring all items 
necessary to learn the basic skills of a clown without all the 
make-up, and he will keep you laughing!!  All ages welcome.

Scholten-Gutierrez, Melissa
Life, Torah, and the Pursuit of Happiness  
Sunday | 3:15 - 4:30pm | Lakeside Pavilion

Exploring how the Torah approaches the quest for living a life 
of happiness as Jews. 
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Segal, Nesanel
Israeli West Bank Settlements and the Ottoman 
Land Code of 1858  
Saturday | 4:15 - 5:30pm | Lakeside Pavilion

Israel builds West Bank settlements on lands that once be-
longed to the Sultan of the defunct Ottoman Empire. Learn 
something about Ottoman land law, and get a feel for what 
constitutes international law.

Silverman, Jerry
Making Your Personal Story Pop  
Sunday | 11:00am - 12:15pm | Multi-Purpose Room

Storytelling is a critic al survival skill — and empowering the next 
generation of storytellers to create meaningful, eye-catching 
narratives is more important than ever. Join Jerry as he recounts 
the killer tricks he and his family use across the Adobe 
Creative Cloud to create a set of award-winning, Jewish 
genealogical stories.

Sperling, Eli
The Balfour Declaration: 101 Years Old and Still 
Impacting World Politics 
Sunday | 3:15 - 4:30pm | Library

Along the path to statehood, Zionism achieved international 
validation to be a Jewish state. This included the 1917 Balfour  
Declaration and its insertion in the 1922 Articles of the British 
Mandate. Still important today, the Balfour Declaration contin-
ues to be a pivotal document in the Arab-Israeli conflict. In this 
session we will explore the various iterations of the resolution 
before it was finally issued, the history and personalities behind 
its creation and its implications 101 years later. 

Progressive Judaism in Israel:  
History and Challenges
Saturday | 1:15 - 2:30pm | Lakeside Pavilion

With few separations between religion and state and an 
Orthodox dominated rabbinic establishment, Reform, 
Conservative and Reconstructionist Jews have faced difficulty 
finding legitimacy in Israel’s laws and society. This widely pub-
licized tension often puts the diaspora at odds with the Jewish 
state. In this session, we will explore how Judaism is defined 
in the Jewish state as well as the history, institutions and laws 
behind these often polarizing issues. 

Wolpe, Paul
Tikkun Atzmi: How to do a Heshbon Hanefesh, an 
accounting of the soul, for the High Holidays
Monday | 9:30 - 10:45pm  | Lakeside Dining 

We are told we should do a “Heshbon Hanefesh”, an account-
ing of the soul, at the High Holidays. Yet we are never told how 
to do it. In this workshop, we will use a special framework to 
look systematically at our lives, our relationships to each other 
and the material world, and create a spiritual roadmap for a 
Heshbon Hanefesh.

The Head or the Heart? A Jewish Response to 
Ethical Decision-Making
Friday | 9:15 - 10:30pm | Multi-Purpose Room
 
For centuries, philosophers have debated how we should 
make ethical decisions. Should we listen to our instincts, our 
emotions, our “kishkas”? Or should we use a rational system of 
ethical analysis? The question has been reinvigorated by some 
startling neuroscientific discoveries on how people actually 
make ethical decisions. Currently, the Dalai Lama is traveling 
the world promoting his philosophy that he calls “secular 
ethics,” entirely based on an emotional approach to ethics. 
How does that square with Judaism? In this talk we look at the 
debate and explore potential Jewish contributions.

LimmudFest is a partnership program brought to you by: 

Limmud Atlanta & Southeast: A diverse community that creates space for you to craft your own Jewish experience. 
Ramah Darom: Creating exceptional experiences in Jewish living and learning for youth, adults, families and communities.
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Gabrielle Adler
Gabrielle Adler is the 2018 YAD Coordinator and was a YAD herself in 2016. She works professionally as the Southern Regional 
Manager for Moishe House and in her free time enjoys reading about ancient Judaism, playing tennis, and collecting mugs.

Marita Anderson
Marita Anderson is a Chaplain with a Master in Jewish Studies from the Academy for Jewish Religion, California. She has served 
as an Interfaith Chaplain at Children’s Hospital and Cedar’s Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles. She is currently serving the Spiri-
tual Care department at Northside Hospital in Atlanta. She is passionate about the exploration of spiritual resilience and courage. 
Marita teaches Jewish Mindfulness Meditation, combining the foundations of Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction with Jewish 
teachings. Her practice includes studying Jewish text through the lens of mindfulness, as well as embodying prayer through 
movement and chanting. Marita lives in Atlanta, where she is working as a freelance writer, hospital chaplain, meditation teacher, 
and Jewish educator. She shares her life’s journey with her husband, Rabbi Spike Anderson, and their three children.

Daniel Arnon
I’m Daniel, an Israeli living in the US and getting my PhD in Political Science and Conflict Studies at Emory University. Before 
getting a PhD (or at least trying), I got a Masters at the London School of Economics and a BA from UNC Asheville. Before that 
I worked as a wilderness therapy instructor. After my discharge from the IDF in 2006, I lived on a kibbutz in the north Dead Sea 
area where I worked as an educator, search and rescue volunteer, a museum manager and a kindergarten teacher. Nowadays, 
my work has taken me to explore the Israeli Palestinian conflict, with data analysis tools.

Nathan Brodsky
Nathan Brodsky works at Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta as Family Impact Manager, supporting family programing such as 
PJ Library and PJ Our Way. In his spare time, he is LimmudFest Marketing Co-Chair and was a past YAD. This is his 4th Limmud-
Fest and he looks forward to this weekend every year (and finally convinced his parents to join too)! You can find Nathan around 
Atlanta at Moishe House events, baking new recipes, or trying to find his next favorite song. His favorite foods are artichoke, 
grapefruit, lime, and chicken salad.

Jerry Blumenthal
Jerry Blumenthal (Smokey) is a Graduate of Emory Med School – 43 years as a Prominent Cardiologist in Marietta,  smokes ONLY Low 
Cholesterol Cigars, and founder of the Or Hadash Kiddush Club.

Jessica Ravitz Cherof
Jessica Ravitz Cherof is a senior writer for CNN Digital, based in Atlanta, where she’s lived for nearly 10 years. She specializes in 
narrative journalism and often gravitates to stories about or affecting women. She is a native Detroiter who, before landing in the 
South, collected mailing addresses in Philadelphia, New York, Israel, San Francisco, Berkeley and Salt Lake City. A longtime fan of 
Limmud, she’s missed being here the past couple years and is thrilled to be back.

Elie Cohen  
Fresh off of season 10 of NBC’s American Ninja Warrior, Elie, a.k.a. “The World’s Strongest Mandolinist,” is a 2018 YAD fellow. 
Elie has just earned his BS in Civil Engineering from Georgia Tech and will be performing at Limmudfest as one half of the 
groundbreaking brother duo “The Cohen Brothers Band.”

David Cohen
David is an Atlanta native and 2012 graduate of the University of Tennessee, where he studied Appalachian music and Journal-
ism. He is also one half of the Cohen Brothers Band, an Atlanta-based, guitar-mandolin bluegrass duo.

Randy Crohn 
Randy Crohn is a Jewish Atlantan and former Co-Chair of the Atlanta Black-Jewish Coalition. He is a former Executive Board 
Member of the American Jewish Committee and Young Leadership Council of the Atlanta Jewish Federation. Randy made Ali-
yah to and lived in Israel from 2007-2010 where he ran two African Refugee shelters in Tel Aviv consisting of over 200 men for the 
ARDC (African Refugee Development Center).
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Barbara Flexner
Barbara Flexner is a working artist and a Jewish wife, mother, daughter and grandmother. Her husband and daughters all swear 
by her expertise in the kitchen. To find out more about her, see her website, www.barbaraflexner.com

Robyn Faintich
Robyn Faintich has over 20 years of Jewish communal experience in areas that include youth movements, day schools, commu-
nity teen initiatives, congregational education, family education and adult education. In 2010, Robyn founded JewishGPS, LLC 
in an effort to help guide Jewish organizations in a variety of aspects of Jewish education. She has completed the coursework 
towards an EdD in Education from Northeastern University and holds a Doctoral Certificate in Jewish Education Leadership from 
Hebrew College. Her dissertation is “Understanding How Under-Engaged Jewish Teens Self-Articulate and Self-Express Jewish 
Identity and Jewish Identification.” Robyn is a participant in the international fellowship of M2: the Institute for Experiential Jewish 
Education. She lives in Atlanta, GA with her two cats; she is an avid St. Louis Cardinals fan; loves to travel; and is still looking for 
Mr. Right.

Jerry Farber
His unique style of hip piano finesse and warm-blooded humor endears him to fans. Best of all, he personalizes each perfor-
mance, weaving his audience into each routine. He performs at a near exhausting pace that leaves a crowd roaring at this 
Georgia Football Fan / Redneck routine and mesmerized by his music. Fans have voted Jerry One of the Top Five Celebrities in 
Atlanta in an Atlanta Constitution / WSB Radio Poll. He was elected Entertainer of the Year by Atlanta Magazine three times in 
recent years, and is featured in a short documentary about his life as an older comedian on the road. It’s called “Jerry-atric: One 
Comic’s 77-Year Climb to the Top of the Bottom” and premiered at the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival in 2016.

Paul Flexner
Paul Flexner loves to drive and show his MG’s around Atlanta, in the North Georgia mountains and around the country. He is also 
a lover of Single Malt Scotch which led him on a recent journey to Scotland where he visited 7 distilleries, communed with the 
sheep that outnumber the local population, drove on single lane roads and returned with a boat load of tales about how scotch is 
produced. In addition to all of this, he is currently the President of Limmud Atlanta + Southeast.

Ezra Flom
Director of Shinshinim Atlanta. Jewish outdoors enthusiast. For over 10 years Ezra has crafted experiences for learners both 
young and old that ignite an excitement for life, Judaism and Israel.

Jenna Gebel 
Jenna Gebel is a NJ native who relocated to Atlanta a few years ago. Jenna completed her 200-hour yoga teacher training in Bali 
in 2014 and has enjoyed teaching ever since!

Todd Ginsberg
Todd Ginsberg is a 2014 and 2015 James Beard Foundation Semifinalist for Best Chef: Southeast and a graduate of the Culinary 
Institute of America. He started his career at The Dining Room at The Ritz-Carlton in Atlanta. He partnered with Jennifer and Ben 
Johnson and Shelley Sweet to open The General Muir in 2013, followed by Fred’s Meat & Bread and Yalla, both in Krog Street 
Market, in late 2014, and TGM Bread in early 2016. Most recently, in June 2017, Todd and his partners opened their own food 
hall on Fifth Street in Atlanta’s Tech Square called The Canteen, featuring second locations of Fred’s Meat Bread and Yalla, as 
well as the new TGM Bagel and Square Bar. Up next: Wood’s Chapel BBQ, in the historic community of Summerhill in Atlanta, 
opening late 2018.

Ruth Goldstein
Ruth D. Goldstein,  mother of 5 and grandmother to 12, converted to Judaism and raised 5 children. Her father was a Pentecostal 
Preacher in South Alabama and her mother, age 86, still teaches in the church her father pastored. She has 4 siblings who are 
active in their churches and all accept their spiritual diversity. Ruth’s children are grown and all are  active in their synagogues and 
community. Yoni Kaplan is her son. She would like to address the spiritual cultural transition.

Valerie Greenfeld
Valerie Greenfeld has worked for the U.S. Senate, The White House Office of Legislative Affairs for President Ronald Reagan, The 
Investigative Project on Terrorism, Dr. Kissinger’s Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS) and Honeywell Public Affairs. 
She earned two Master’s degrees in Public Policy, one at the University of Maryland International Security and Economic Policy 
(ISEP) another at George Mason University in International Transactions, a certificate at the Counter Terrorism Institute (CTI) in 
Herzliya, Israel and at Georgetown University in International Business. As the author of the #1 Best Selling Book, Backyard Jihad: 
How Parents Can Detect the Invisible Threat of Radicalization, Valerie focuses on how and why young adults join terrorist orga-



34  LimmudFest 2018

Presenters
nizations and what all Americans must know about the jihadi insurgency in America. She co-founded Skyrim Security Training 
with Israeli Defense Force veterans to teach Americans how to protect themselves, their businesses, schools and neighbors from 
terrorism.

Judith Hauptman
Judith Hauptman is the E. Billi Ivry Professor of Talmud and Rabbinic Culture at JTS in NYC, now emerita. She loves teaching at 
Limmud events, and will count Atlanta LimmudFest as her third venue after UK and NY. The author of three books and many 
articles, she is best known for her writings on women and Judaism and her theories about halakhic change in the Talmud and 
today. She is also the founder and rabbi of Ohel Ayalah, an outreach project to young Jews in NYC that offers them free, walk-in 
High Holiday services and a Passover seder just for them. Also true is that she has a son and daughter-in-law in Atlanta, which is 
another good reason to visit the South.

Jessica Herrmann
Jessica served as a Food Justice Fellow with Repair the World Philadelphia volunteering with the Philly Farm Crew, Broad Street 
Ministries and a host of other food justice organizations from 2016-2017. She stayed in Philadelphia and served as a Team 
Leader for Repair the World from 2017-2018. Jessica is currently living in Moishe House DC and studying at George Washington 
University for a Master’s of Experiential Education and Jewish Cultural Arts. She studied history and Judaic studies at Dickinson 
College.

Yoni Kaplan
Yoni is a product designer by profession and a maker in practice. He is motivated Jewishly by the first words of the Torah ‘Bere-
ishit Bara Elohim’ -’At Inception, God Formed’ and seeks to improve the human condition as a continuation of those words. He 
finds peace in nature and is constantly seeking new music outlets. He lives in Atlanta with Eliana Leader and daughters Aria and 
Solelle. Now attending his seventh Limmud Atlanta & Southeast, he is a product of the YAD Program, has served as the volunteer 
care chair, program book chair and currently serves as the event co-chair. The Limmud spirit continues to give Yoni new insights 
into his own Jewish practice and passion for learning.

Ari Kaiman
Ari Kaiman was ordained as a Rabbi in the Conservative movement from the Ziegler School in Los Angeles in 2011.  He has 
served Congregation Shearith Israel in the Morningside/VaHi neighborhood since the summer of 2016.  Rabbi Ari is currently 
part of the Atlanta Clergy Cohort of JOIN for Justice, Interfaith Inclusion Leadership Initiative, the Atlanta Jewish Teen Initiative, 
and the board of the American Jewish Committee.  He grew up in Pensacola, FL and the suburbs of Atlanta.  He married his col-
lege love, Emily in 2006, and they have four children together.

Jeremy Katz
Jeremy Katz, Archives Director, holds a BA degree in History from The Ohio State University and a MA  in Archival Science from 
Wright State University. Jeremy’s involvement  in the Jewish community includes work at the Columbus (Ohio) Jewish Historical 
Society, the Jewish Federation of Greater Dayton, and most recently the American Jewish Archives. He  joined the Archives Team 
at the Breman Museum in March of 2013, where he has been working to grow, preserve, and increase access to the Cuba Family 
Archives for Southern Jewish History.

Sarah Klegman
Sarah Klegman is a charismatic, multi-faceted artist with a penchant for good stories and carbohydrates. As Co-Founder of Chal-
lah Hub, you’ve seen her rack up 9M views on Buzzfeed Tasty, and amass over 11K fans on Instagram. Season 2 of her popular 
podcast “What’s Wrong With You?” begins airing this fall, and she’s made enthusiastic appearances of arguable significance on 
Comedy Central, The Great British Baking Show on PBS, and KTLA. She also serves as Head of Content for At The Well, a Jewish 
women’s wellness organization at the intersection of science and spirituality. Her work has been featured in The Huffington Post, 
The LA Times, The Dodo, Grok Nation, and more.

Eliana Leader
Eliana Leader is the Director of the Kaplan Mitchell Retreat Center at Ramah Darom, and a long time Jewish professional and 
experienced community builder. Eliana has served the Jewish world through professional and volunteer roles, including several 
Limmud leadership positions including LimmudFest 2014 Chair, Limmud Atlanta & Southeast board member, Limmud North 
America Executive Board, and YAD young adult leadership coordinator. She has a BA in Sociology with a minor in Jewish Studies 
from University of Maryland, and a Graduate Certificate in Experiential Jewish Education through the Center for the Jewish Fu-
ture at Yeshiva University. Eliana was named in 2017 Jewish Atlanta’s 40 Under 40, and is a recipient of the Abe Schwartz Young 
Leadership Award from Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta. She and her husband, Yoni Kaplan, have two incredible daughters, 
Aria and Solelle.
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Bonnie Levine
Bonnie Levine leads musical tefillah in various forms and venues, and writes about modern Jewish observance. (She practices 
employment law by day.) Bonnie and her husband Michael form musical duo “Sunmoon Pie,” leading alternative music-driven 
prayer services for all ages and creating and performing Jewish-inspired liturgical and non-liturgical music.

Carolyn Lippman
Carolyn was a CAJEnik (Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish Education), the precursor to Limmud, so volunticipating at 
the first Limmud Atlanta and Southeast at Oglethorpe in 2008 just seemed natural. She was Programming Co-chair for the 
first Children’s Program - and she has never looked back! As the transportation whisperer, for years she assisted multitudes of 
participants and invited presenters in their quest for carpools to and from Ramah Darom.A transplanted Philadelphian, Carolyn 
is a lifelong teacher and learner who enjoys experimenting with new recipes, meeting new friends, exploring a variety of crafts, 
and enjoying theater, film and good literature. She was recently a Smile Ambassador at NewCAJE 8 in August 2017 in Moraga, 
California where she connected with Jewish educators from across the continent.

Shannon Martindale
Shannon was a dedicated Limmudnik before she was even officially Jewish! After over five years of study, she became an official 
Member of the Tribe in June 2017. She holds a BA in German from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville and a Master of Public 
Administration from Valdosta State University. She is currently Assistant Store Manager for a locally owned pet supply company 
in Knoxville, TN where she’s enjoying being able to utilize her vast retail experience while meeting adorable dogs and spending 
time with foster kittens. When she isn’t at her full-time job, she’s a freelance makeup artist for NARS Cosmetics. Shannon also 
enjoys spending time with her cats, hiking, binge watching British television shows, volunteering at her synagogue and with 
 Limmud Atlanta & Southeast, and singing badly in Hebrew. This is her third LimmudFest and her second as Volunteer
Care Coordinator.

Joan Nathan
Joan Nathan is the author of eleven cookbooks including her latest work, “King Solomon’s Table: a Culinary Exploration of 
Jewish Cooking from Around the World,” released by Alfred P. Knopf in April 2017. She is a regular contributor to The New York 
Times and Tablet Magazine. In 1994, Nathan’s Jewish Cooking in America won the James Beard Award for the best American 
cookbook and the IACP/Julia Child Cookbook of the Year Award. Ms. Nathan’s PBS television series, Jewish Cooking in America 
with Joan Nathan, was nominated in 2000 for the James Beard Award for Best National Television Food Show. Ms. Nathan has 
appeared as a guest on numerous radio and television programs including the Today show, Good Morning, PRAmerica, The 
Martha Stewart Show and NPR. In May 2011, she was awarded a Special Recognition Award from the YIVO Institute for Jewish 
Research for her work to preserve Jewish foodways.

Merissa Nathan Gerson
Merissa Nathan Gerson is a freelance writer based on the island of Martha’s Vineyard. Her writing on sexuality, disability, Juda-
ism, and the body has appeared in Tablet, The New York Times, The Atlantic, Lilith, Playboy, and beyond. She was the inherited 
trauma consultant to the Amazon show, Transparent,  and gives talks on the inheritance of trauma and memory as well as on sex 
and Judaism nationwide. She is a 2018 ELI Talks fellow.

Russel Neiss
Equally fluent in Yiddish and Javascript, Russel Neiss is a Jewish educator, technologist and activist who builds critically ac-
claimed educational apps and experiences used by thousands of people each day. His work has been featured in the New York 
Times, the Washington Post, NPR, the Atlantic, CNN, Teen Vogue, the Jewish Telegraph Agency, and other media outlets. Russel 
began his career as an itinerant Jewish educator traveling across the Deep South and has worked in a variety of Jewish educa-
tional settings including day schools, supplemental schools, museums and archives. He currently serves as a Software Engineer at 
Sefaria. Russel lives in St. Louis with his wife Maharat Rori Picker Neiss and his kids Daria, Susanna and Shmaya.

Chari Pere
Chari Pere creates cartoons for Red Bull and is best known for her viral cartoon “Miscarried, The Comic”. She lives in Los Angeles 
with a mission to use her powers for all that is good and/or funny in the world (preferably both).

Rori Picker Neiss
Rori Picker Neiss serves as the Executive Director of the Jewish Community Relations Council of St Louis. She is one of the first 
graduates of Yeshivat Maharat, a pioneering institution training Orthodox Jewish women to be spiritual leaders and halakhic 
(Jewish legal) authorities. She previously served as clergy at Bais Abraham Congregation, Assistant Director of Interreligious Af-
fairs for the American Jewish Committee, and Secretariat for the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations, 
the formal Jewish representative in international, interreligious dialogue. Rori’s passion for Judaism, feminism, interfaith dialogue 
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and social justice has led her to speak, teach and learn internationally, including in Japan, Hungary, Italy, Malaysia, Costa Rica, 
Mexico and Vienna. Rori is the co-chair of the North American Interfaith Youth Network of Religions for Peace, a CLAL Rabbis 
Without Borders fellow, and co-editor of “InterActive Faith: The Essential Interreligious Community-Building Handbook.”

Shlomo Pill
Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Pill is a Visiting Assistant Professor at the Candler School of Theology, and a Senior Fellow at the Center for the 
Study of Law and Religion at Emory Law School. His research and teaching focus on Judaism, Islam, and on how American law 
impacts religion. Shlomo is also an associate rabbi at the New Toco Shul in Atlanta, Georgia, and the founder of The Institute for 
Jewish-Muslim Action, a policy-action group building cooperative relationships between American Jews and Muslims through 
education, policy research, and advocacy on issues of mutual interest in American life. He received rabbinic ordination from Beis 
Midrash L’Talmud, his JD from Fordham Law School, and his LLM and SJD in Law and Religion from Emory Law School. Shlomo 
is the author of more than a dozen scholarly articles and several forthcoming books. He lectures frequently in universities and 
Jewish and Muslim communities across the United States.

Tzivie Pill
Tzivie Pill is a Certified Eating Psychology Coach pursuing her MSW at the Wurzweiler School of Social Work. Her work focus-
es on helping women in the Orthodox Jewish community address disordered eating and negative body image, and develop 
healthier relationships with food and body through intuitive eating and weight-neutral approaches to health and wellness. In 
addition to her coaching, Tzivie administers Intuitive Eating and Body Positivity for Jexwish Women, a popular and active Face-
book community of nearly 5,000 members that provides information and support for women working to better understand and 
improve relationships with food and body. Tzivie is an ELI Talk presenter, and her articles have appeared online and in print on 
Kveller.com, Fatitudethemovie.com, and in The Jewish Home and JOFA.org. She blogs at Nourish-Keit.org, and you can follow 
her on Instagram at nourish_keit. She lives in Atlanta with her husband Shlomo and daughters Arial and Minnie.

Amy Price
Amy Price loves Limmud! She credits Limmud with getting her first job in Atlanta, meeting her husband, and opening her up to 
an amazing community! She has her own business supporting people with disabilities to lead meaningful lives, which includes 
support finding employment. In her free time, she enjoys gardening, traveling the world, and hosting Shabbat dinners. She cur-
rently lives in Atlanta, GA with her husband, 3 kids, and 7 chickens.

Edward Queen
Edward Queen is a faculty member at the Emory University Center for Ethics. An historian by training,  his avocational interests 
are the history of Kabbalism, Jewish magic, Jerusalem, and esotericism. He and his entire family are long-time Limmudniks, 
having been involved in Limmud Atlanta & Southeast almost from the beginning. An alumnus of the Pardes Executive Learning 
Seminar and recently returned from participating in Limmud Connect: Global Volunteer Forum, Edward has a commitment to 
ensuring that greater attention is paid to the history and contributions of Sephardic and Mizrachi Jews.

Jennifer Rivlin
This will be Jennie’s 10th LimmudFest! She attends with her husband Webb and daughter Isabel, who was 4 years old when 
she first attended! Currently Board President-Elect of Limmud Atlanta & Southeast, she loves LimmudFest for the way it nurtures 
her mind, body, soul, and sense of community in the beautiful setting of Camp Ramah. Jennie is a serial entrepreneur, has her 
doctorate in industrial and organizational psychology from Georgia Tech, and currently consults with leaders and businesses, 
helping them grow to become their best selves and better organizations.

Eric Robbins
Eric M. Robbins joined the Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta team as the President and CEO in August 2016, with a vision to 
increase Federation’s relevance in the community and to share its inspirational story with the wider world. Eric came to Federa-
tion after leading Camp Twin Lakes, a network of camps for children with serious illnesses and life challenges.

Shai Robkin
Shai Robkin is an Atlanta businessman who consults and teaches classes in the field of behavioral economics and leads monthly  
discussions on social psychology.

Judy Robkin
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Judy is a native Atlantan who works full time as a studio potter and has taught art in many formal and informal settings, including 
the Weber School and Ramah Darom adult programming. As a ceramics instructor at the John C. Campbell Folk School in North 
Carolina, she teaches hand building exclusively. Judy has worked with a variety of clay techniques throughout her career and is 
currently immersed in a project entitled “Ladies”, a series of intricately handcrafted ceramic women.

Nina Rubin
Nina Rubin is a writer, content marketer, and Limmud lover. She’s a past Limmud Atlanta & Southeast board president and now 
serves on the Limmud North American board, doing outreach to established and emerging Limmud communities. Nina grew up 
in Great Neck, “Lawnguyland” making her an expert on the topic: “Is it OK to say JAP?”

Kai Ruiz
Kai Ruiz is interested in conversations about Jewish commitment, crafting a personalized Judaism, and reinventing traditional 
practices. He is currently the Interim Program Manager for Limmud Atlanta & Southeast. Kai and his wife, Rebecca, recently 
moved to Boulder, CO. Kai is excited to be back in the North Georgia mountains with other Limmudniks.

Melissa Scholten-Gutierrez
Rabba Melissa Scholten-Gutierrez is a Jewish communal leader, social worker, writer, educator, advocate, and mom.   Melissa 
combines  her personal, professional, and educational experiences  to establish meaningful Jewish experiences and connections 
wherever she goes, and is passionate about the future of Jewish communal organizations and the need to be more intentional 
about what that means. Melissa received rabbinic ordination from Yeshivat Maharat and a Masters in Social Work from the  
University of Illinois.

Nesanel Segal
Nesanel enrolled as a part-time student at the University of Missouri - Kansas City in 2009 when he moved from his life-long home 
in Chicago. He has been majoring in Urban Studies and Urban Planning. His previous college experience was in 1969 when he 
enrolled in the University of Illinois to major in Urban Planning. His junior year abroad was at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 
Having earned a living as a computer programmer/analyst, Nesanel now writes content for his website NathanielSegal.mysite.
com. He also posts short essays to his blog teawithsugar31.wordpress.com. Nesanel’s formal Jewish education was with Chabad, 
and he has studied parts of the Talmud and Chasidut since age 20 -- now 46 years of study. He is also an autodidact and  
polymath who has specialized as a generalist. He says of himself, “If I can’t study, learn, and teach, then who am I and what am I?”

Jerry Silverman
Jerry Silverman is an event mastermind, community manager, technical marketing nerd, digital design junkie, public speaker, 
dad joke maker, drummer and rabbinical school dropout who recently moved back to Atlanta from San Jose, CA with his wife 
Sarah and three kids. In his job running Creative Jam events for Adobe Systems, he travels North America and beyond crafting 
exceptional learning experiences for some of the world’s largest brands, educating, enabling and energizing them to adopt 
creativity and design-focused innovation as a core cultural mission.

Eli Sperling
Eli Sperling began working at ISMI in November 2012. After receiving his BA in Middle East studies and political economy in 
2006, he moved to Israel to pursue an MA in contemporary Middle Eastern history at Tel Aviv University. During his four and a 
half years in Tel Aviv, Eli worked as a research assistant to scholar Yosi Kostiner, worked with numerous political and humanitarian 
organizations, led groups of students and other delegations around Israel and spent two years researching the social, political 
and economic conditions of the Sinai Bedouin living in Dahab, Egypt. He has traveled extensively throughout the Middle East, 
spending significant periods of time in Israel, Cairo and the Sinai Peninsula. Eli is currently a PhD candidate at Ben-Gurion Uni-
versity of the Negev and working as an Israel specialist and Program Coordinator at Emory University’s Institute for the Study of 
Modern Israel and Center for Israel Education (ISMI).

Paul Wolpe
Paul has presented two or three sessions at LimmudFest for years (and has been an invited presenter at Limmud UK, South 
Africa, LA, and others). He is the Director of the Center for Ethics at Emory University, Raymond Schinazi Distinguished Research 
Professor of Jewish Bioethics, and Professor in the Departments of Medicine, Psychiatry, Pediatrics, and Sociology.
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Limmud ATL & SE’s Young Adult Development Program

The YAD Program is an opportunity granted to a select group of Jewish young adults ages 22-30. It is inspired by the YAD  
program at Limmud UK. The purpose of this program is to support a committed and prepared generation of emerging young 
adult leaders who will strengthen the Atlanta Jewish community not just through training and participation with Limmud, but also 
by developing an understanding of Jewish organizations and personal leadership potential.

Upon completion of the YAD program, these emerging leaders are well situated to support the creation of meaningful and 
enriching programs, as well as to  develop deeper connections with local leaders and organizations. Led by Gabrielle Adler, our 
YAD Program coordinator, the 2018 YAD Cohort has emerged as a group of individuals who are poised to become the next 
generation of Jewish community leaders.

Meet our YAD 2018 Cohort

Aviva Abelson is a Moishe House resident and Atlanta actress. She enjoys dance, writing, and playing with her 
new dog. She’s fallen in love with the Jewish community and appreciates everyone’s warm welcome to  
the South.

Deborah Abrams is a PhD student at Georgia Tech studying consumer behavior. She is resident of the Virginia  
Highland Moishe House and can usually be found playing tennis or walking her dog, Blue.

Gabrielle Adler, our 2018 YAD Coordinator, was a YAD in 2016, and this is her third year attending LimmudFest! 
She works professionally as the Southern Regional Manager for Moishe House, and in her free time enjoys reading 
about ancient Judaism, playing tennis, and collecting mugs.

Daniel Arnon is an Israeli getting his PhD in Political Science and conflict studies at Emory University. His work  
focuses on statistical modeling and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Prior to coming to Atlanta he lived in Asheville,  
NC and London, UK for a few years.

Jillian Berfield is a Clinical Research Coordinator at the Atlanta VA Medical Center and aspires to be a clinical  
psychologist. In her free time, she is extremely active in the Jewish Community. You can also find her at a dance 
class, hanging out by the pool, or walking around the Beltline.

Samantha Berinsky is a Boston-born girl raised in the South. Growing up with desire to work in the Jewish com-
munity, she earned her BA in Jewish Studies at the College of Charleston in 2012. New to the Atlanta-area with her 
husband, Tyler, and two Goldendoodles, Izzy and Max, much of her time is spent at Temple Sinai, where she now 
serves as the Program and Engagement Manager for the congregation.

Elie Cohen is currently completing his BS in Civil Engineering at Georgia Tech. He also plays Mandolin around  
Atlanta as part of the Cohen Brothers Band (a Jewish Bluegrass band that also includes his brother David). Elie  
recently competed on NBC’s American Ninja Warrior as “The World’s Strongest Mandolinist.”
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Jeremy Katz holds a BA degree in History from Ohio State University and a MA degree in Archival Science from 
Wright State University. Jeremy joined the Archives Team at the Breman Museum in March of 2013, where he has 
been working to grow, preserve, and increase access to the Cuba Family Archives for Southern Jewish History.

Gabe Monett is a local Atlantan through and through. He grew up near Emory and graduated from Georgia State  
University with a degree in film. As a current Moishe House resident and a leader in several Jewish teen groups in the 
area, Gabe has a clear passion for serving the Jewish youth of his community.

Hanna Rosenfeld is a native Georgian and past camper at Ramah Darom. Hanna spends her time working at the  
Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities, exploring new restaurants with friends, and baking in the kitchen. 
She looks forward to meeting everyone over this long weekend. You can likely find her sitting by the lake!

Sarah Queen started getting dragged by her parents to Limmud back when it was being hosted at Oglethorpe 
and she was still in middle school! Sarah went to Emory where she studied business and sustainability, and currently 
works at a startup focusing on landfill diversion and technology. She knows more about trash and geology than the 
average Atlantan and will be happy to entertain you with tidbits on either subject.

Are you interested in being a YAD, know someone who would be a great YAD, or looking to support the YAD program?  
Please speak to Gabrielle or contact info@limmudse.org.
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Thanks to Those That Made  
LimmudFest Possible

Leadership Team: 
 

2018 Co-Chairs: Matt Strauss & Yoni Kaplan 

Programming Chair: Aaron Levi 
Shabbat Chair: Hillel Glazer

Marketing Co-Chairs: Nathan Brodsky & Heather Blake
Volunteer Care Chair: Shannon Martindale

Gala Chair: Eli Sperling 
Program Book Chair: Carolyn Lippman

YAD Coordinator: Gabrielle Adler 

Board Members: 
 Paul Flexner Jennie Rivlin Roberts  Tracie Bernstein Elaine Blumenthal  Nathan Brodsky 
 Carrie Hausman  Yoni Kaplan Whitney Kweskin Eliana Leader Michael Rosenzweig  
 Nina Rubin Howie Slomka  Matt Strauss  Michael Weiser 

Donors: 
 Milton Adesni Sandra Banks Linda Brenner Randi Brodsky Nathan Brodsky
 Jenna Chaiken Gebel Jessica Cherof  Andrew Cohen Nikki Crohn Paul Flexner
 Janice Hellmann  Robert Kistenberg  Joanna Kobylivker  Andrew Lawler Bonnie Levine
 Myrtle Lewin  Harry Lutz Jennie Rivlin Roberts  Eric Robbins Judy Robkin
 Michael Robinowitz Rachel Silverman  Howie Slomka  Matthew Strauss Anne Strauss 
 Michael Weiser Jonathan Wolf 
 

 Volunteers: 
 
 Aviva Abelson Monique Arar Alex Berg Tracie Bernstein Ezra Flom
 Joshua Guttman Emily Kaiman Yoni Kaplan Rabbi Samuel Kaye  Michelle Lapidus
 Eliana Leader Bonnie Levine Michael Levine Shlomo Pill Edward Queen  
 Howie Slomka  Anne Strauss Jonathan Wolf Susan Wolf-Schwartz Jill Wolfson
 



Thanks to Our Community Partners:

BROTHERHOOD
CONGREGATION

B’nai Torah

CONGREGATION
B’nai Torah

CONGREGATION B’nai Torah  LOGOS

SISTERHOOD
CONGREGATION

B’nai Torah

CONGREGATION
B’nai Torah
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Learn about all that Ramah Darom offers: 
Camp Ramah Darom, year-round programs and rental opportunities at 

ramahdarom.org

Retreats and Rentals 
Kaplan Mitchell Retreat Center at Ramah Darom (KMRC)

Director: Eliana Leader

Program Coordinator: Emily Kaiman 

Hospitality & Sales Coordinator: Katie Hendricks 

Facility
General Manager: Anthony Franklin

Assistant General Manager: Justin Thompson

Facility Director: Shane Palmer

Welcome Center Receptionists:  
Judy Harvey & Dottie McCullar 

Facility Technicians:  
Tony Massengill & Rafael Lopez

Director of Environmental Services:  
Jorge Castillo

Food & Beverage
Executive Chef and Food & Beverage Manager:  
Todd Jones (Chef Todd)

Executive Sous Chef: Pete Arpke 

Chief Executive Officer: Frederick R. Levick

Camp Ramah Darom
Director: Geoff Menkowitz

Assistant Director: Rachel Dobbs Schwartz

Director of Tikvah Support & Camper Care:  
Audra Kaplan 

Program Director: Michael Fingerman 

Administrative Assistant: Myriam Angel 

Registrar: Andrea Cohen

Regional Coordinator, South Florida:  
Stacey Chopp

Camp Yofi Director: Susan Tecktiel

Development & Marketing
Director of Development: Sharon Rosenfeld  

Marketing Director: Robyn Diamond

Development Assistant: Ashli Breen 

Finance
Controller: Susan Perlman

Holly Barlow: Finance Manager

Ramah Darom offers Jewish experiential, inclusive programs for all ages, from summer camp and family camps to  
multi-generational retreats. Our world class amenities, top-notch accommodations, delicious food, and dedicated staff 
have made us a camp and retreat center that’s second to none. But it’s our heart and soul that have made Ramah Darom 
a magical place, one that leaves a mark on all who spend time here. 

ABOUT RAMAH DAROM



Program Date Description

Book It To Shabbat Oct. 19 - 21, 2018 A Ramah Darom and PJ Library fun-filled family retreat for families 
with children 10 years and younger.

Camp Open House Oct. 21, 2018 The whole family is invited to join us for a free day of fun at Camp 
Ramah Darom. Tour, games, sports, crafts, music, lunch and more. 

Jewish Women’s Getaway Nov.11 - 14, 2018 An all inclusive women’s only retreat. We provide all that you need to 
relax and rejuvinate your mind, body and spirit.

Winter Break Family Camp Dec. 27, 2018 - 
Jan. 1, 2019 A stress-free family vacation with a rockin’ New Year’s Eve celebration.

Farm 2 Table Tu B’Shevat Jan. 25 - 27, 2019 A family-friendly weekend of learning, gardening, cooking, and 
delicious, kosher, locally sourced meals.

Pardes Beit Midrash 
B’Darom Feb. 15 -18, 2019 A Ramah Darom and Pardes Retreat that will educate and inspire you.

Passover Retreat April 18 - 28, 2019 An all-inclusive, kosher for Pesach, fun and relaxing holiday. 

Camp Ramah Darom Jun. 12 - Aug. 5, 2019 4 and 8 week sessions for rising 4th-10th graders.

Taste of Ramah 4 Sessions Available. A 12-day program for first-time, rising 3rd-5th graders.

Athletic Edge Jun. 12 - Aug. 5, 2019 Opening Summer 2019: Lacrosse and Rowing sports tracks at  
Camp Ramah Darom. 

Tikvah Support Program Jun. 12 - Aug. 5, 2019 2, 4 and 8 week support for rising 6th-12th graders with 
neurodevelopmental disorders.

Summer Family Camp Jun. 26 - 30, 2019 
Jul. 17- 21, 2019

A family vacation and a camp test drive. Best for families with 
children 10 and under.

Camp Yofi Aug. 7 - 11, 2019 For Jewish families with children with autism spectrum  
disorder ages 6-13.

LimmudFest Aug. 30 - Sept. 2, 2019 A Ramah Darom & Limmd Atlanta + SE program filled with learning, 
connecting and exploring Judaism. 

Keshet Shabbaton Sept. 6 - 8, 2019 Keshet’s Southest LGBTQ and Ally Teen Shabbaton.

Thank you for joining us at Ramah Darom for LimmudFest.  
We hope to see you soon at one of our upcoming programs.



A Tennis Courts
B Hockey Court
C Basketball Courts
D Farm
E Swimming Pool
F  Sand Volleyball Courts
G  Covered Basketball Court
H  Odyssey Course
I Activity Field/Kikar
J  Alpine Tower, Climbing Wall & Swing
K  Team Building/Timber Challenge   
 Course
L  Campfire Ring
M Archery Range
N Arts & Crafts Center
O  Boat Dock
P Softball Diamond

Q Mountaintop Pavilion
R  Beit Am Katan and Beit Etgar
S Amphitheater & Covered Stage
T  Mountainside Pavilion
U Pizza Oven & Fireplace Patio
V  Levine Center (Dining Hall,  
 Multipurpose Room, Conference   
 Room, Boardroom, Library,  
 Spiritual Center, Fitness Center)
W Lakeside Pavilion
X Treehouse

Y  Welcome Center
Z Cottages (Z1 – Z5)
AA  Marcus Lodge
BB  Mountainside Hotel
CC  Deluxe Cabin
DD Mountainside Cabins (1-12)
EE Lower Roads Cabins (13-20)
FF  Lakeside Cabins (21 – 32)
GG  Lakeside Deluxe Hotel

RECREATION         MEETING SPACES            LODGING


